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Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and we prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!

At St. John’s we are pleased to offer two styles of worship services on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service, we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00
a.m. contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m.
service, but in an informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We
encourage you to try both worship styles! Thank you for worshiping with us; we
would love to have you join us again!

(If you need assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)

The Lord’s Supper
Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord's Supper, we do not want to
compromise any portion of God's Word among us. Because Scripture states that the Lord's
Supyper can be taken to one's spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all visitors to
refer to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord's Supper before communing:

I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. | am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith in
Jesus. | am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in
Him. | believe when | receive the bread, | am receiving the true body of Christ, and when |
receive the wine, | am receiving the true blood of Jesus. | believe that when | receive His true
body and blood my sins are forgiven, | am given power over sin, death and the devil, and
the gift of eternal life. My faith is completely in the words of Jesus.

The Lord's Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one
hand, and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand
(Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Those who receive the lbody and the blood of the Lord do so
in terms of their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants.
Therefore, all baptized believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran
teaching of the Lord's Supper are welcome to attend. As always, we encourage you to
speak with Pastor Adam or Pastor Aaron with any questions or concerns. Thank you.

Disabled — The pastor and lay minister will gladly commune anyone unable to come to
the communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know lefore the service begins.



Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 7, 2025
8:30 a.m.

Our Vision: Grounded in Christ, Growing in Faith, Branching to Others

Pre-Service Music And A Time For Prayer

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have
you worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find
great comfort and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!
Thank you for worshiping with us;, we would love to have you join us
again!

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & GREETING

OPENING SONG
Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake LSB 688

INVOCATION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

L: Holy and merciful Father,

C: We confess to You, and to one another, and to the whole company
of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own
fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone.

L:  We have not loved You with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven
others as we have been forgiven.

C: Have mercy and forgive us, Lord.

L:  We have taken for granted Your grace and mercy and lived as
though You did not matter and we mattered most of all.



C: Have mercy and forgive us, Lord.

L: We confess to You, O Lord, that we have done the evil Your Word
prohibits and have not done the good You command.
C: Have mercy and forgive us, Lord.

L:  We confess that we have hidden our sin from You and from one
another and have not confessed honestly before You or to those
whom we have hurt.

C: Weare truly sorry for the sins we have committed in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done that is wrong and by our failure to
do what is right. Have mercy and forgive us, Lord.

L:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

KYRIE (responses sung)
THIS IS THE FEAST (sung)
SALUTATION

PRAYER OF THE DAY

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

Old Testament Deuteronomy 30:15-20
' “See, | have set before you today life and good, death and evil. " If you
obey the commandments of the Lord your God that | command you
today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping
his commmandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and
multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are
entering to take possession of it. " But if your heart turns away, and you
will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve
them, 81 declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not



live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and
possess. °| call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that |
have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose
life, that you and your offspring may live, ?°loving the Lord your God,
obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of
days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers,
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philemon 1-2]
'"Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon
our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow
soldier, and the church in your house: ® Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. “l1 thank my God always when |
remember you in my prayers, °because | hear of your love and of the faith
that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, ®and | pray that
the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of
every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. “For | have derived
much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of
the saints have been refreshed through you. ® Accordingly, though | am
bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is required, °yet for
love's sake | prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a
prisoner also for Christ Jesus— "l appeal to you formy child,
Onesimus, whose father | became in my imprisonment. " (Formerly he
was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 2| am
sending him back to you, sending my very heart. * would have been glad
to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your
behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, “but | preferred to do
nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by
compulsion but of your own accord. ®For this perhaps is why he was
parted from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, ®*no
longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a beloved



brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh
and in the Lord. 7 So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you
would receive me. ®If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything,
charge that to my account. ®l, Paul, write this with my own hand: | will
repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self. *Yes,
brother, | want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in
Christ. ? Confident of your obedience, | write to you, knowing that you will
do even more than | say. (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE

Holy Gospel Luke 14:25-35
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)

?Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them,
*“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother
and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life,
he cannot be my disciple. ? Whoever does not bear his own cross and
come after me cannot be my disciple. 2 For which of you, desiring to build
a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough
to complete it? ** Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able
to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, ** saying, ‘This man began to
build and was not able to finish. ' Or what king, going out to encounter
another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able
with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty
thousand? ¥ And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a
delegation and asks for terms of peace. * So therefore, any one of you
who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. *“Salt is
good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? **ltis
of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.” (ESV)



L: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

SERMON “Christian or Disciple”
Luke 14:25-35
Pastor Aaron Bird

NICENE CREED

OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy,”
People respond with: “hear our prayer.”

LORD'S PRAYER

PREFACE (responses sung)
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS (sung)

WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI (sung)
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us LSB 851
| Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618
Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LSB 685

ANNOUNCEMENTS



BENEDICTION

SENDING SONG

Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer LSB 918
POSTLUDE

Last Week'’s Giving
WEEKIY NEEUEM ... ssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes $12,403.85
GENEIO FUN e eseeeeeseseaseeeaesseseaseseesasesesaseeeasaseseasesesasesesaseasnsaseaes $5,557.00
ONIINE GIVING wvvvurrrrieeriieesiiseesisseesiassessssssesssssssssssssessssssessssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssessssssessssssesssssnecs $1,757.76
TORAI GIVINQuuueriiiceriiaeeeriieereiisecsesssesssssssesssssssesssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssessssssssesssssssssseses $7,314.76
Last Week'’s Attendance

<11 1 o o VRO 116
TI00 QLN ettt e b s st s s a bbb e s s e b a b e b s b e s s st s s bas s s asbesaesassessasastsansens 43



Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 7, 2025
11:00 a.m.

OPENING SONGS
House Of The Lord
Goodness Of God

WELCOME & GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PRAYER
SHARING THE PEACE

OFFERING
Amazing Grace

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 14:25-35

SERMON
“Christian or Disciple”
Luke 14:25-35
Pastor Aaron Bird

APOSTLES' CREED
PRAYERS
LORD'S PRAYER
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

SENDING SONG
Good Grace



SUNDAY SERVANTS

PIrEOACIE .ottt ssssesssessssssss s ssasessasessasssssssssses Pastor Aaron Bird
REQUAET ..ottt ssssetss s sas st sase st sesesassesss bttt sasessseen Steve Funk
COMMUNION HEIPET ...oeeeeceeecenseceeeeiseeessesessessssessasessans Jason Frisby & Jerry Pelz
LAY MINISTET ..oooeerecvrrmcrrrnnccnssancesssasnssssssseesssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssasssses 8:30 — Randy Gentry
11:00 — Troy Harrison

OFGANIST ooerercrricreserisseessssesssmsseesssasssssssesssssssssssssesssssssssssssessssssassssssassssssasssassasssassans Ted Hesse
USKNIEIS .ttt ittt s s ssasessssesssssssssssssssasessasessanes 8:30 — Dave Vanskike
11:00 — Tom Schollenbruch

COMPIULET ...uiriiricsissssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 8:30 — Denise Gentry
11:00 — Ava Saurmann

LIVE STFEOIMN oo eeceieceieceeetiaeesasesesssessssssssssssssssessssssssssssssasesssssessasssssass 8:30 — Eric Brown
COMIEBIQ ccurvrierrraecrssmsssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssasssssssasssssssassasssssssssssssssssssses 8:30 — Eric Brown
SOUNG cooseerereeeseresessse s ssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssessssssses 8:30/11:00 — Doug Hicks
VOCAIS.eeeeeeeeeeeseeesesseseas Pam Saurmann, Lindsay Tipsword, Ted Hesse
ACOUSTIC GUITAN ....oeeverererecereresseeessecemseesssesssssesssssessssesssssessssssssssessssessans Wendy Salefski
PIONOccuurrerrreeremeremeresnesessesessesessesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssessssss Angela Cushing

OUR MISSION We are restored to God through the death and resurrection
of Jesus. As a family of Christians, we are dedicated to the love and
forgiveness of Christ as we reach out, preach and teach the truth of God’s
Word to each other, our community and the world.

IN NEED OF PRAYER: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the
prayer chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer
chain with an update of your prayer request.

IN THE MILITARY: Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly Chaney, Kristel
Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Logan Cline, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah Lung,
Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Goodson, Tyler Salefski

Do you love to sing? St. John's Choir heeds your voice! Please join us for
Choir Rehearsal beginning on Thursday, September 11" at 6:00 p.m. If
you have any questions, please contact Ted Hesse.



CONGREGATION NEWS
The Old Fashion Church Picnic is today, 3:00-6:00! It's not too late! If you
didn’t sign up for the church picnic but wish you had, come anyway! We
ordered extra food. Bring a side dish or dessert to share. Activities will begin
around 3:00, with the meal starting at 4:30. Medals will be awarded to
winners. Bingo winners can earn candy bars. Euchre Tournament: Get your
partner and join us for a Euchre Tournament at the Old Fashion Church
Picnic. Please contact Jerry Pelz at 217-433-296], if you wish to participate.

Wednesday Adult Bible Study will begin this Wed., Sept. 10" at 10:00 a.m.
We will start with a little Q&A and discuss some ideas about the study.

Voter's Meeting will be held on Sunday, September 21 at 9:45 a.m.

5th Annual St. John's Golf Scramble Fun-Raiser to be held Sept. 28, at 1:30
at the Moweaqua Golf Course. Cost is $400 per team. Includes golf, prizes,
and dinner afterwards. Proceeds go back to the church through various
needs. Don't want to golf? Join us for dinner only at $15 for first person and
$10 for each additional family member. Sign-up sheets are available on
the back table. Deadline is September 13.

Pastor Adam'’s Sabbatical: Pastor Adam and his family (Amanda, Kaylee,
and Matteo) are away from St. John’s during Pastor Adam’s Sabbatical.
Please continue to pray for them as they continue along this path of
renewal and reflection. Please direct any pastoral needs to Pastor Aaron.

LWML Fall Rally is Thurs, Sept. 18 at 5pm at St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church.
Please text Brenda Salogga at 217-429-9183 if you are planning to attend.

NECF Farm to Fund Event: Saturday, September 27" at 6:00 p.m. RSVP by
Friday, September 19 by visiting: FARMTOFUND.COM.

LSA ReSale Shop: Thurs, Sept. 11 is the 10-cent sale from 9:00 AM -
Noon. The shop will be closed Friday & Saturday, Sept. 12 & 13 for
restocking. Volunteers are needed for our restocking, come anytime! If
you have questions, contact the shop at 217-423-0122. The shop will re-
open on Monday, Sept. 15 with all new fall/winter/holiday merchandise.



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN'S

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

B30 Al ettt saasssaassssans Traditional Service
LR Y Education Hour (FH)
TIE00 Al cecrcricrnessesssesssessssessssssssssssssessssssssssssassssasessases Contemporary Service
2:30 P.M. coooeeeseeeeeseeessssesssssessssens Confirmation Informational Meeting (Lounge)
B=6:00 P.Mucceiererecrrnecrsseesssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesess Old Fashion Church Picnic
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

B:00 P.Mu.iicsicsssssss s sssssssssisssasaes Church Properties Meeting
7100 PV coaetcenetetiscsse s ssssessssssssssssessssssssessssssssssssesssssassessssssasssasessssssasssasessess Boy Scouts
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

10:00 AM.coooooeeecesseeeeessseesssssseessssssesssssesssssssssssmssssssssesessee DMH Grief Support (Lounge)
1100 PoM. ceeiectimceemaesesssessssssessssssssssassssssssessssssessssasssssasssssssssessssssessssasssssans Staff Meeting
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

T0:00 A-Meeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesesesessessesssessssessseseseeseseesessesssseeeessessenenes Adult Bible Study (FH)
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

SR =V TOPS (FH)
BI00 PMuceieeeicrimneceraesssssesssmsnssssssssssassessssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssasssssssssasees Choir Rehearsal
7200 PiMececesecessetissesissesessesssssesssssesesssessssses s ssssesssssassssessssessssesens Worship Practice
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

No church activities scheduled.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

No church activities scheduled.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

BiB0 AV e aenae Traditional Service
T LR Y Y Education Hour (FH)
TIE00 ALVl ceceieemenssessseessessssesssessssessssessssessasessasessasessasessanes Contemporary Service

1215 PoMeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseesssssssssssssssssssesesessssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssmsssessseseeesesee Confirmation (FH)



