“We Drag around Our Brokenness in the Same
Container as Our Holiness”

SEPTEMBER 14, 2025

STJOHN'S

L utheran Church

Grounded + Growing * Branching



Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and we prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!

At St. John’s we are pleased to offer two styles of worship services on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service, we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00
a.m. contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m.
service, but in an informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We
encourage you to try both worship styles! Thank you for worshiping with us; we
would love to have you join us again!

(If you need assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)

Contact Us
2727 North Union Boulevard, Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-3656; website: www.stjohnsdecatur.com
Church office hours: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday - Friday
Members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod & Unity Christian School

MISSOURI SYNOD A ministry of the Lutheran School Association

f THE
7 Lurheran CHURCH @ UNITY CHRISTIAN

St. John'’s Staff

Rev. Adam Ray, Lead Pastor Georgia Newman, Office Manager
pastoradam@stjohnsdecatur.com georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com
Rev. Aaron Bird, Assoc. Pastor Carol Reynolds, Financial Secretary
pastoraaron@stjohnsdecatur.com carolr@stjohnsdecatur.com

Ted Hesse, Worship Music Director Jeff Miller, Custodian

tedh@stjohnsdecaur.com

Unity Christian School Faculty & Staff — Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church
Ciara Collins Angela Martinek Jeff Salefski
Brenda Salogga Melissa Saurmann Kelly Smith
Lindsay Tipsword Stephanie Wilkerson
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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 14, 2025
8:30 a.m.

Our Vision: Grounded in Christ, Growing in Faith, Branching to Others

Pre-Service Music And A Time For Prayer

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have
you worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find
great comfort and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!
Thank you for worshiping with us;, we would love to have you join us
again!

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & GREETING

OPENING SONG
Jesus Sinners Doth Receive (Vv. 1-4) LSB 609

INVOCATION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
L: O lord, my God, | cry to You for help.
C: Headl and restore me, O Lord.

L: Most holy and merciful Father,

C: like sheep, O Lord, we have strayed and wandered from You. We
have sinned against You and one another. We have done the evil
You forbid, and we have not done the good You desire. There is no
health in us. O merciful and divine Shepherd, cover our sins with
Your forgiveness, clothe us with Your perfect righteousness, and
preserve us in this faith and fear, that we may be kept to the day
when Your Son comes to judge all people. Have mercy, O Lord, and
fulfill Your Word to us in Christ, our Savior. Amen.



L:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

L:  May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion
at the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.

SALUTATION
PRAYER OF THE DAY

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

Old Testament Ezekiel 34:11-24
"For thus says the Lord God: Behold, |, | myself will search for my sheep
and will seek them out.?As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is
among his sheep that have been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep,
and | will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. * And | will bring them out from the
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their
own land. And | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines,
and in all the inhabited places of the country. 1 will feed them with good
pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing
land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture
they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. *I myself will be the shepherd
of my sheep,and | myself will make them lie down, declares the
Lord God. '°| will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will
bind up the injured, and | will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the
strong | will destroy. | will feed them in justice. 7 “As for you, my flock, thus
says the Lord God: Behold, | judge between sheep and sheep, between
rams and male goats. ®ls it not enough for you to feed on the good
pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture;
and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with



your feet? * And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet,
and drink what you have muddied with your feet? 2° “Therefore, thus says
the Lord God to them: Behold, |, | myself will judge between the fat sheep
and the lean sheep.?Because you push with side and shoulder,
and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them
abroad, 1 will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And | will
judge between sheep and sheep.And| will set up over them one
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them
and be their shepherd. * And |, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant
David shall be prince among them. | am the Lord; | have spoken. (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Timothy 112-17
2| thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because
he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, ®though formerly |
was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But| received
mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, ¥ and the grace of our
Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. ®The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the
foremost. °But | received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example
to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. ” To the King of the
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and
ever. Amen. (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE



Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-10
L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
C: Gloryto You, O Lord. (sung)

"Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.
2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives
sinners and eats with them.” ®So he told them this parable: “What man
of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave
the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until
he finds it? °And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. ° And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep
that was lost.” 7 Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance. 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one
coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until
she finds it? ® And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that | had
lost.’ ° Just so, | tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.” (ESV)

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

SERMON HYMN
The King of Love My Shepherd Is (Vv. 1-3, 6) LSB 709
SERMON “We Drag around Our Brokenness in the
Same Container as Our Holiness.”
Luke 15:1-10

Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer

APOSTLES' CREED



OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy,”
People respond with: “hear our prayer.”

LORD'S PRAYER
BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING SONG
By Grace I'm Saved (Wv. 1-3, 6) LSB 566

POSTLUDE



Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 14, 2025
11:00 a.m.

OPENING SONGS
Praise
Trust in God

WELCOME & GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PRAYER
SHARING THE PEACE

OFFERING
Made For More

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 15:1-10

SERMON
“We Drag around Our Brokenness in the
Same Container as Our Holiness.”
Luke 15:1-10
Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer

APOSTLES' CREED
PRAYERS
LORD'S PRAYER
BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

SENDING SONG
There’s Nothing That Our God Can’t Do



SUNDAY SERVANTS

PIrEOACKE ..ottt sssessss s sssssssssssssssssasessssessssesssssssseses Dr. Dale Meyer
WOISIIP LEATET .....ovrrrrncerriscsssnssssssssnsssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss Pastor Aaron Bird
REQUAET ..ottt sassessssessasessasssssssssssssase s essasessasessasessssssses Troy Harrison
LAY MINISTET ..couoeecrerecerrnscenssasnsssssassssssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess 8:30 — Troy Harrison
11:00 = John Hubert

OFGANIST .coereierereceeieriseessmsessssssssssssesssssssssssssssasssssasssssasssssssessssssssssasssssasees Sharon Cripe
USRNEIS .crcsrcsssssssnsssssanees 8:30 — Gary Schwartzle/Rick Laskowski
11:00 — Dan Zimmerman

COMPULET ...t sssssssssssssssssases 8:30 — Brandon Patzwitz
11:00 — Pat Robinson

LIVE STIEAMN ooeeeecereteneceneresaesssssenssssesssasessssssssssasssssanees 11:00 — Lindsay Tipsword
COAMEBIQ coouvereeereeeireesesssessssssessssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssasesssssssssssssesess 11:00 - Lindsay Tipsword
SOUNG oo eeeerererssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssess 8:30/11:00 - Steve Wright
LY/ ToTo 1 £ Janice Wright, Lindsay Tipwsord, Ted Hesse
ACOUSTIC GUITAN ...coourereeerecenrerenseeisseeessesesseesssesssssesssssssssssesssssessssssssssesssnses Nathaniel Stoll
PIONOccuurrerrreeremeremeresnesessesessesessesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssessssss Angela Cushing

OUR MISSION We are restored to God through the death and resurrection
of Jesus. As a family of Christians, we are dedicated to the love and
forgiveness of Christ as we reach out, preach and teach the truth of God’s
Word to each other, our community and the world.

IN NEED OF PRAYER: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the
prayer chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer
chain with an update of your prayer request.

IN THE MILITARY: Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly Chaney, Kristel
Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Logan Cline, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah Lung,
Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Goodson, Tyler Salefski



CONGREGATION NEWS

Wednesday Adult Bible Study is back! Join us Wednesday mornings at
10:00am as we study the history and origins of the Bible. Who wrote it? Why
are certain books included and others not? How does our Bible compare
to ancient manuscripts? Join us to find out!

Voter's Meeting will be held on Sunday, September 21 at 9:45 a.m.

LWML Fall Rally is Thurs,, Sept. 18 at 5pm at St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church.
Please text Brenda Salogga at 217-429-9183 if you are planning to attend.

5th Annual St. John's Golf Scramble Fun-Raiser to be held September 28,
at 1:30 at the Moweaqua Golf Course. Cost is $400 per team. Includes golf,
prizes, and dinner afterwards. Proceeds go back to the church through
various needs and governed by Lay Ministry Board. Don't want to golf? Join
us for dinner only at $15 for first person and $10 for each additional family
member. Sign-up sheets are available on the back table. Deadline is
September 13.

NECF Farm to Fund Event: Saturday, September 27" at 6:00 p.m. RSVP by
Friday, September 19 by visiting: FARMTOFUND.COM.

St. John's is holding a blood drive with ImpactLife on October 9th, from
1:00-5:00PM in the Fellowship Hall. As a thank you, donors can choose a
$20 gift card from Amazon, Walmart, Starbucks, Target, Home Depot,
Lowe's, or Subway, or they can donate the value to the church. To sign up,
look for the registration table after the 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM services. You
can also schedule an appointment online at bloodcenter.org or by calling
800-747-5401. Please bring a photo ID with you.

DID YOU KNOW? In 2023, we had a total of 1,489 people come through our
Living Nativity! It takes the whole church family to share Jesus life and
ministry. Living Nativity is right around the corner and we need your
help! Please mark your calendars for November 22 and 23. If you have
any questions, please contact Cathi Tavarczky 217-433-0447


http://bloodcenter.org/

Pastor Adam'’s Sabbatical: Pastor Adam and his family (Amanda, Kaylee,
and Matteo) are away from St. John’s during Pastor Adam’s Sabbatical.
Please continue to pray for them as they continue along this path of
renewal and reflection. Please direct any pastoral needs to Pastor Aaron.

Seeking Names: St. John's is seeking to call a Director of Faith Formation!
As we begin this process, we are gathering names of potential candidates
for the position. How can you help? 1) Review the job description (located
on the back table) 2) Spread the word - share this news with family,
friends, and any LCMS contacts! 3) Let us know of any possible
candidates! Contact Rachel Tavarczky (rtavarczky@gmail.com).

Found Watch: A very nice watch was found in front of the church. If you
are missing a watch, please contact the church office to identify.

Last Week'’s Giving
WEEKIY NEEUE......coeerereeenseiissssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssannns $12,403.85
GENEIAN FUN et e et e esessseeeseseesasesesaseseasesesaseeenseseasaseseaseseasnsasenes $9,462.00
ONIINE GIVING wourriirmirneireeiseeieeiiesssessaessssessssesssssssesssssssssessassssssssssssssssssssessasessasessasesssssssssssssessasessasessassses
TOTA GIVINGuutrerierirmerirereiseeeesecesssessssssessssassssssssessssssessssssessssssessssssessssssessssssessssssessssssessssnsacs $9,462.00
Last Week'’s Attendance
<3RS 10 1@ N VAT 112
TI00 QLN ettt e b s st s s a bbb e s s e b a b e b s b e s s st s s bas s s asbesaesassessasastsansens 44


mailto:rtavarczky@gmail.com

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN'’S

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

BiB0 AV ot bnae Traditional Service
LR Y Education Hour (FH)
TI00 Al ettt sssesssessssssssessssssssessssssssssssessssssssses Contemporary Service
12715 PVl ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseesessssssssssssssssssesssssessesessesseseseseseeeseseseessesesseseseesesseeees Confirmation (FH)
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

7100 PuMlu ottt ssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssessssessssessasassasessasssasssssssssssssses Boy Scouts
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

1100 PoM. cieiectricesmancsesesessssssessssssesssssssssssssessssssessssssssssssssssssassessssssesssssssssssss Staff Meeting
1100 PoM coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesseessesssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssesssssessesssssssssssseesessesees Friendship Circle (FH)
B:30 PVttt sesse s s st sss s sss s s s s s e s s s saas Lay Ministry
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

T0:00 A-Meeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesesesessessesssessssessseseseeseseesessesssseeeessessenenes Adult Bible Study (FH)
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

SR =V TOPS (FH)
Bi00 P.Muoeeeeeste st sassessassaes s sasssessessassassassaessessassassessans Choir Rehearsal
7200 PiMececesecessetissesissesessesssssesssssesesssessssses s ssssesssssassssessssessssesens Worship Practice
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

No church activities scheduled.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

No church activities scheduled.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

BiB0 AV s pnae Traditional Service
LR Y Y Voter's Meeting (FH)
TIE00 ALVl ceceieemenssessseessessssesssessssessssessssessasessasessasessasessanes Contemporary Service

12:30 PoMlereooooeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeesesssssssssssssssesessssssssesesssssssssssssssssssssssssssmssseseseseeesesee Confirmation (FH)



