“The Good News We Proclaim”
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Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and we prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!

At St. John’s we are pleased to offer two styles of worship services on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service, we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00
a.m. contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m.
service, but in an informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We
encourage you to try both worship styles! Thank you for worshiping with us; we
would love to have you join us again!

(If you need assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)

The Lord’s Supper
Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord's Supper, we do not want to
compromise any portion of God's Word among us. Because Scripture states that the Lord's
Supyper can be taken to one's spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all visitors to
refer to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord's Supper before communing:

I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. | am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith in
Jesus. | am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in
Him. | believe when | receive the bread, | am receiving the true body of Christ, and when |
receive the wine, | am receiving the true blood of Jesus. | believe that when | receive His true
body and blood my sins are forgiven, | am given power over sin, death and the devil, and
the gift of eternal life. My faith is completely in the words of Jesus.

The Lord's Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one
hand, and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand
(Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Those who receive the lbody and the blood of the Lord do so
in terms of their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants.
Therefore, all baptized believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran
teaching of the Lord's Supper are welcome to attend. As always, we encourage you to
speak with Pastor Adam or Pastor Aaron with any questions or concerns. Thank you.

Disabled — The pastor and lay minister will gladly commune anyone unable to come to
the communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know lefore the service begins.



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 5, 2025
8:30 a.m.

Our Vision: Grounded in Christ, Growing in Faith, Branching to Others

Pre-Service Music And A Time For Prayer

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have
you worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find
great comfort and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!
Thank you for worshiping with us;, we would love to have you join us
again!

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & GREETING

OPENING SONG
Beautiful Savior LSB 537

INVOCATION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us.

C: Butif we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.

L:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our



neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

L:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

KYRIE (responses sung)
THIS IS THE FEAST (sung)
SALUTATION

PRAYER OF THE DAY

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

Old Testament Habakkuk T.1-4; 2:1-4
'The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. 20 Lord, how long shall | cry
for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not
save? *Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at
wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention
arise. *So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked
surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted. 'l will take my
stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower, and look out to
see what he will say to me, and what | will answer concerning my
complaint. 2 And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on
tablets, so he may run who reads it. ®For still the vision awaits its
appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait
for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it
is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith. (ESV)



L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Timothy L1-14
"Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the
promise of the life that is in Christ Jesus, ? To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
] thank God whom | serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience,
as | remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.“As |
remember your tears, | long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. °1 am
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother
Lois and your mother Eunice and now, | am sure, dwells in you as well. ® For
this reason | remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you
through the laying on of my hands, “for God gave us a spirit not of fear
but of power and love and self-control. 8 Therefore do not be ashamed
of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in
suffering for the gospel by the power of God, ° who saved us and called us
toa holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own
purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages
began, °and which now has been manifested through the appearing of
our Savior Christ Jesus,who abolished death and brought life
and immortality to light through the gospel, "for which | was appointed a
preacher and apostle and teacher, ?which is why | suffer as | do. But | am
not ashamed, for | know whom | have believed, and | am convinced that
he is able to guard untilthat day what has been entrusted to
me. ®Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me,
in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells
within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you. (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE

Holy Gospel Luke 17:1-10



L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter.
C: Gloryto You, O Lord. (sung)

"And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but
woe to the one through whom they come! ?It would be better for him if a
millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than
that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. *Pay attention to
yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive
him, “and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you
seven times, saying, ‘Il repent,’ you must forgive him.” ®*The apostles said
to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” ® And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a
grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted
and planted in the seq,’ and it would obey you. 7 “Will any one of you who
has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in
from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather say
to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me while |
eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and drink’? ® Does he thank the
servant because he did what was commanded? °So you also, when you
have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy
servants; we have only done what was our duty.” (ESV)

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

SERMON “The Good News We Proclaim”
2 Timothy I.1-14
Pastor Bill Grueninger

NICENE CREED

OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy,”



People respond with: “hear our prayer.”
LORD'S PRAYER

PREFACE (responses sung)

PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS (sung)

WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI (sung)

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing (v. 1-4)
What is this Bread?

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING SONG
Go, My Children, with My Blessing (V 1-4)

POSTLUDE

LSB 633
LSB 629
LSB 549

LSB 922



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 5, 2025
11:00 a.m.

OPENING SONGS
God So Loved
Gratitude

WELCOME & GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PRAYER
SHARING THE PEACE

OFFERING
Yet Not | But Through Christ In Me

SCRIPTURE READING
2 Timothy I.1-14

SERMON
“The Good News We Proclaim”
2 Timothy I.1-14
Pastor Bill Grueninger

APOSTLES' CREED
PRAYERS
LORD'S PRAYER

COMMUNION
Grace So Glorious

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

SENDING SONG
Lay Me Down



SUNDAY SERVANTS

PIEACKIIEN .ccetecenicesesisecssssssssssssessssssssssssssasssssssasssssssasneccs Pastor Bill Grueninger
REATET ...ttt ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssassssses Cathi Tavarczky
ComMMUNION HEIPET ....oeeeeceeeeeceiecensecesseeesseennns Kevin Tavarczky & Brian Cripe
LAY MINISTET ..couoeecrerecerrnscenssasnsssssassssssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess 8:30 — Troy Harrison
11:00 — Randy Gentry

OFGANIST ooerercrricreserisseessssesssmsseesssasssssssesssssssssssssesssssssssssssessssssassssssassssssasssassasssassans Ted Hesse
USINIEBIS oo eteceeerecesnecessessssessaesssssesssssssasssssssesssssessassssasesssssessasesss 8:30 — Dave Munson
11:00 — Tom Schollenbruch

COMPIULET ...uiriiricsissssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 8:30 — Denise Gentry
11:00 — Pat Robinson

LIVE STFE@AM .ccccrrtcssiascssssssssssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssases 8:30 — Matt Cushing
COAMIEBIA ccvrierrrnceesmsessssmsssssssssssssssasesssssassssssssasssssssassesssssassssssssssassssssses 8:30 — Matt Cushing
ST Lo [ 8:30/11:00 — Brandon Patzwitz
LY/ ToTo 1 £ Lindsay Tipsword, Janice Wright, Ted Hesse
ACOUSTIC GUITAN ...coourereeerecenrerenseeisseeessesesseesssesssssesssssssssssesssssessssssssssesssnses Nathaniel Stoll
PIONOccuurrerrreeremeremeresnesessesessesessesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssessssss Angela Cushing

OUR MISSION We are restored to God through the death and resurrection
of Jesus. As a family of Christians, we are dedicated to the love and
forgiveness of Christ as we reach out, preach and teach the truth of God’s
Word to each other, our community and the world.

IN NEED OF PRAYER: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the
prayer chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer
chain with an update of your prayer request.

IN THE MILITARY: Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly Chaney, Kristel
Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Logan Cline, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah Lung,
Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Goodson, Tyler Salefski



CONGREGATION NEWS

Education Hour: We will not have a formal Bible Study today. Instead join
us for a time of fellowship and refreshments hosted by our Hospitality Team
in the Fellowship Hall.

Wednesday Adult Bible Study is back! Join us Wednesday mornings at
10:00am as we study the history and origins of the Bible. Who wrote it? Why
are certain books included and others not? How does our Bible compare
to ancient manuscripts? Join us to find out!

St. John's is holding a blood drive with ImpactLife on October 9th, from
1:00-5:00PM in the Fellowship Hall. As a thank you, donors can choose a
$20 qift card from Amazon, Walmart, Starbucks, Target, Home Depot,
Lowe's, or Subway, or they can donate the value to the church. To sign up,
look for the registration table after the 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM services. You
can also schedule an appointment online at bloodcenter.org or by calling
800-747-5401. Please bring a photo ID with you.

LWML Sunday is next Sunday, October 12™. There will be a door offering
that will go towards LWML mission grants. 75% goes to Central lllinois
District grants and 25% to National grants.

Ladies, join your Friendship Circle friends for a tour of the Mueller Museum
on Tuesday, October 2Ist. We will meet in the fellowship hall at 1:00,
carpool to the museum and back, then enjoy refreshments on our return.
The admission fee will be covered by our treasury, so just bring your
curiosity about what happens at Mueller and what the company has
contributed to Decatur and the community.

Pastor Adam’s Sabbatical: Pastor Adam and his family (Amanda, Kaylee,
and Matteo) are away from St. John’s during Pastor Adam’s Sabbatical.
Please continue to pray for them as they continue along this path of
renewal and reflection. Please direct any pastoral needs to Pastor Aaron.


http://bloodcenter.org/

Pastor Adam, Amanda, Kaylee and Mattoo will return on Sunday,
November 2. Hospitality Team will have a reception for them during the
Education Hour.

Missing Item: Yyonna Price is missing a metal cake pan with a slide on
lid. If you have it by accident or know where it is, please contact the church
office or Yyonna. Thank you.

The bushes around the church need trimming. If you are interested in
doing some trimming, please contact Gary Schwartzle or the church
office.

DID YOU KNOW? Living Nativity started in 1989 with just 3 scenes. We now
have 9-10 scenes which encompass Jesus life and ministry. Living Nativity
is right around the corner and we need your help! Please mark your
calendars for November 22 and 23. If you have any questions, pledase
contact Cathi Tavarczky 217-433-0447

LSA ReSale Shop: We just want to say THANK YOU to everyone who came
to shop, volunteer, and worked with us as we re-stocked and re-opened!
It was exciting to share your excitement as we changed over the shop to
Fall/Winter! We still have lots of great items we will be putting out, so be
sure to stop by and see what’'s new!

Last Week'’s Giving
WEEKIY NEEUE.......oeeeerrrinsssessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns $12,403.85
GENEIAI FUN ettt sesssssssssssssssssassssssssssssassssassssssassssasnssssassssssas $8,751.00
ONIINE GIVING wvirtiirrincrrneriseessessesasesssesssessssessssessssessssssssessssessssessasessasessssesssssssssssssessassssasessasesses 1,296.83
TORAI GIVINQuuureeieeeiiineeeeieeesiisseeesisssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssesssssasesesssssssssssssanes $10,047.83
Last Week'’s Attendance
B30 QLM ettt b s bbb bbb bR bbb AR s Rt R bR b b e R s s e been 133
TII00 QLN ettt et e b s b s s e s b st bbb e b s s e b s b e s es s b s s s es b s s besaesassssesestesansens 54
TOUQ ettt s s bbb s e b s s ae bbb s b s e b bR b b s s b s e b bes Rt s e s s besaebenas s s s aetene 187



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN'S

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5

B30 AV ottt ss s ssase s s s sres Traditional Service
LR Y Education Hour (FH)
TIE00 Al cecrcricrnessesssesssessssessssssssssssssessssssssssssassssasessases Contemporary Service
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6

B30 ceeeeeereeeseteses s ses st es et es st Outreach Meeting
B:30 e aRs Properties Meeting
7100 PuMlu ottt ssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssessssessssessasassasessasssasssssssssssssses Boy Scouts
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7

1100 PoM. cieiectricesmancsesesessssssessssssesssssssssssssessssssessssssssssssssssssassessssssesssssssssssss Staff Meeting
B:00 P.Muoeeetereremeceseesmsessssesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssessassssess Discipleship Meeting
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8

T0:00 A-Muoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesesesessessesssessssesssssesssseeseseesesssesseesseeseneees Adult Bible Study (FH)
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9

175200 PoM. cooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeessssssssssssssssssssesssssssessssssssssssssssssesssssessessesesssssesesseseeseees Blood Drive (FH)
SR =V TOPS (FH)
B:00 P.Muoeteeceieeessecisseessssesssssesesssesesssesesssesssssesssssssssssesesssesssssessssssssseses Choir Rehearsal
7200 PiMececesecessetissesissesessesssssesssssesesssessssses s ssssesssssassssessssessssesens Worship Practice
FRIDAY, OCTOBER10

Church office will close at 12:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11

No church activities scheduled.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12

B30 A M. et e s aetetetesese s s s s asaete s s s sas s s asasaenetessasasnsasanane Traditional Service
ST LR Y Fellowship Hour (FH)

TIE00 ALVl ceceieemenssessseessessssesssessssessssessssessasessasessasessasessanes Contemporary Service



