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Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and we prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!

At St. John’s we are pleased to offer two styles of worship services on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service, we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00
a.m. contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m.
service, but in an informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We
encourage you to try both worship styles! Thank you for worshiping with us; we
would love to have you join us again!

(If you need assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)

The Lord’s Supper
Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord's Supper, we do not want to
compromise any portion of God's Word among us. Because Scripture states that the Lord's
Supyper can be taken to one's spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all visitors to
refer to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord's Supper before communing:

I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. | am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith in
Jesus. | am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in
Him. | believe when | receive the bread, | am receiving the true body of Christ, and when |
receive the wine, | am receiving the true blood of Jesus. | believe that when | receive His true
body and blood my sins are forgiven, | am given power over sin, death and the devil, and
the gift of eternal life. My faith is completely in the words of Jesus.

The Lord's Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one
hand, and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand
(Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Those who receive the lbody and the blood of the Lord do so
in terms of their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants.
Therefore, all baptized believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran
teaching of the Lord's Supper are welcome to attend. As always, we encourage you to
speak with Pastor Adam or Pastor Aaron with any questions or concerns. Thank you.

Disabled — The pastor and lay minister will gladly commune anyone unable to come to
the communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know lefore the service begins.



' Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Our Vision: Grounded in Christ, Growing in Faith, Branching to Others

Pre-Service Music And A Time For Prayer

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have
you worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find
great comfort and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!
Thank you for worshiping with us;, we would love to have you join us
again!

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & GREETING

OPENING SONG
How Firm a Foundation LSB 728

INVOCATION

OPENING SENTENCES

L:  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

C: Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God.

L:  This is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will He hears us.

C: Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and | will hear
you.

L: Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
C: Thelordisnearto allwho callon Him, to all who call on Himin truth.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

L:

As the Psalmist writes, “When the righteous cry for help, the Lord
hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.” Our Lord hears our
cries and invites us to speak to Him in our words and thoughts—to
speak to Him in prayer.

We confess that we have failed to bring all things to You in
persistent and persevering prayer, instead seeking our own
devices and other means for the guidance, direction, and answers
we seek.

Our Lord also invites us to bring to Him our faults and failings, our sins
of what has been done and left undone, against Him and against our
neighbors. We are reminded, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Unlike Jacob, we have been quick to give up and to discount the
blessings held in store for us by Your grace.
Forgive us, Lord.

As Paul writes, we confess we have not always endured sound
teaching; rather, our itching ears have been opened to things that
suit our own passions and desires.

Forgive us, Lord.

As in Jesus’ parable, we seek out our own justice and even retribution
for times we are wronged, impatient in our waiting and unrighteous
in our trust in the perfect justice assured at Your time.

Forgive us, Lord.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in
Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. As a called and ordained servant of



Christ and by His authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

KYRIE (responses sung)

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS — GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST (sung)
SALUTATION

PRAYER OF THE DAY

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

Old Testament Genesis 32:22-30
2The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female
servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. #* He
took them and sent them across the stream, and everything else that he
had. #* And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the
breaking of the day. 2> When the man saw that he did not prevail against
Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as
he wrestled with him. # Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.”
But Jacob said, “l will not let you go unless you bless me.” ? And he said to
him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 2Then he said, “Your
name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with
God and with men, and have prevailed.”  Then Jacob asked him, “Please
tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And
there he blessed him.*So Jacob called the name of the place
Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been
delivered.” (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5



“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it ®and how from childhood
you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. '® All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, 7 that the man of God may
be complete, equipped for every good work. 41 charge you in the
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: ? preach the word; be ready
in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete
patience and teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, “and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. ®But as for you, always be
sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your
ministry. (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE

Holy Gospel Luke 18:1-8
L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter.
C: GlorytoYou, O Lord. (sung)

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray
and not lose heart.?He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor respected man. * And there was a widow in that
city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my
adversary.’ “For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself,
‘Though | neither fear God nor respect man, °yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, | will give her justice, so that she will nhot beat me
down by her continual coming.” ®And the Lord said, “Hear what the
unrighteous judge says.  And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry



to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 81 tell you, he will give
justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will
he find faith on earth?” (ESV)

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

SERMON “Persistent in Prayer”
Luke 18:1-8
Pastor Aaron Bird

NICENE CREED

OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy,”
People respond with: “hear our prayer.”

LORD'S PRAYER

PREFACE (responses sung)
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS (sung)

WORDS OF OURLORD

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI (sung)
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray LSB 623
What a Friend We Have in Jesus LSB 770



Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing LSB 686

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING SONG
Children of the Heavenly Father LSB 725
POSTLUDE
Last Week'’s Giving

WEEKIY NEEUE......coeeererisssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns $12,403.85
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ONliNE GiVING (GENEIAI FUNG) .ucvvverresseeveeeeesssssseeseesssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssnes $
TOTA GIVING eurrrierermerireeeiseerssecessseesssasessssasessssassssssessssssessssasessssssessssssessssssessssssessssssessssnsecs $9,677.00

Last Week'’s Attendance
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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 19, 2025
11:00 a.m.

OPENING SONGS
Praise
Trust In God

WELCOME & GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PRAYER
SHARING THE PEACE

OFFERING
Amazing Grace

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 18:1-8

SERMON
“Persistent in Prayer”
Luke 18:1-8
Pastor Aaron Bird

APOSTLES' CREED
PRAYERS
LORD'S PRAYER

COMMUNION
King of Kings

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

SENDING SONG
For All You’ve Done



SUNDAY SERVANTS

PPEACKIEN ..ttt ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssassssssssssass Pastor Aaron Bird
REQUET ...ttt sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssass Scott Tavarczky
COoMMUNION HEIPET ....coeeeeereceeeieceiseeessesessesessessnne Jason Frisby & Alan Bishop
LAY MINISTET ...ocaecvrricerrncensianncssssansssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes 8:30 — Larry Westbrook
11:00 — John Hubert

OFGANIST ooerercrricreserisseessssesssmsseesssasssssssesssssssssssssesssssssssssssessssssassssssassssssasssassasssassans Ted Hesse
USRNEIS .ttt ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssas 8:30 — Brady Fawcett
11:00 — Tom Schollenburch

COMPULET ...t sssssssssssssssssases 8:30 — Brandon Patzwitz
11:00 — Ellie Hesse

ACOIYEES ..ottt sssssssssssssssssssesins 8:30 — Jude Langston
11:00 — Allison Bart

LIVE STFEAM oooeecerrmcrerncenssasncesssssnssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssassessssssssassssssseeees 8:30 — Eric Brown
COMEBIA .ourrrrrrnerrsessessssesssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssassasess 8:30 — Eric Brown
SOUNG cotrrrccrrmesersssaecssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassasssssssssssssssesssssasssssssssssssses 8:30 — Doug Hicks
11:00 — Steve Wright

VOCAIS ettt stssessssasssans Kristin Hesse, Janice Wright, Ted Hesse
ACOUSTIC GUITAN ....oeuverererecerreresseeesseeessseesssesssssesssssesssssesssssessssessssessssessans Wendy Salefski
DIFUIMNS .ccoenrernecemnenesseresssesesssesesssesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesess Nathaniel Stoll

OUR MISSION We are restored to God through the death and resurrection
of Jesus. As a family of Christians, we are dedicated to the love and
forgiveness of Christ as we reach out, preach and teach the truth of God’s
Word to each other, our community and the world.

IN NEED OF PRAYER: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the
prayer chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer
chain with an update of your prayer request.

IN THE MILITARY: Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly Chaney, Kristel
Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Logan Cline, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah Lung,
Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Goodson, Tyler Salefski



CONGREGATION NEWS
Friendship Circle next meeting is on Tuesday, October 21%*. We will tour of
the Mueller Museum. Meet in the fellowship hall at 1:00, carpool to the
museum and back, then enjoy refreshments on our return. The admission
fee will be covered by our treasury.

Reformation Sunday is on October 26™, we will have communion.

LIVING NATIVITY is November 22 and 23: Sign-up for characters and
support roles on Facebook, the church webpage, or by calling the church
office. Please complete the enclosed insert for food donations and return
to the church office. We really do need the whole church family to share
Jesus life story and ministry. If you have any questions, please contact the
church office or Cathi Tavarczky 217-433-0447 or the church office.

LIVING NATIVITY POSTCARDS & FLYERS are on the back table. Please take
some postcards to hand out to friends, family, co-workers, etc. Flyers are
available to post at work, nursing homes, restaurants, etc. Help spread the
word about the story of our Savior’s birth and life to the community!

Pastor Adam'’s Sabbatical: Pastor Adam and his family (Amanda, Kaylee,
and Matteo) are away from St. John’s during Pastor Adam’s Sabbatical.
Please continue to pray for them as they continue along this path of
renewal and reflection. Please direct any pastoral needs to Pastor Aaron.

Reception: Pastor Adam, Amanda, Kaylee and Mattoo will return on
Sunday, November 2. Hospitality Team will have a reception for them
during the Education Hour.

Wednesday Adult Bible Study is back! Join us Wednesday mornings at
10:00am as we study the history and origins of the Bible. Who wrote it? Why
are certain books included and others not? How does our Bible compare
to ancient manuscripts? Join us to find out!

LSA ReSale Shop: Christmas is at the ReSale Shop! Trees, lights and
ornaments debut November 1°. We take Christmas items year-round but
now is a great time to donate the items you don’t plan on using this year.



Donation days are Monday & Tuesday 9:00am — 1:00pm and Thursday
2:00 — 6:00pm. The shop is located at 421 E. Cerro Gordo. Follow the LSA
ReSale Shop Facebook page for the most up to date information.

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN'S
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19
B30 AM. ot bnee Traditional Service
T LR Y Education Hour (FH)
TIE00 Al cecrcricrnessesssesssessssessssssssssssssessssssssssssassssasessases Contemporary Service
1215 PV cooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseessssssssessssssssssssssssessessessssessessessssessesssssssesssssessssssesssssseees Confirmation (FH)
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20
7100 PV ceeeeeteeeseesetisesssessssesssesssssssesssessssssssessssssssesase s e ssse s s sssssaasesasessese Boy Scouts
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21
8130 ceeoeeeereeresssere s s s nsre Hospitality Meeting (FH)
1100 PoM. cieiectricesmancsesesessssssessssssesssssssssssssessssssessssssssssssssssssassessssssesssssssssssss Staff Meeting
1500 PoMe coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseesssessssessessssssssssessssseseseeseseeeeees Ladies Friendship Cirlce (FH)
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22
T0:00 A-Muoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesesssssssesssessssesssssesssseeseseeseseeesseesseeseneees Adult Bible Study (FH)
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
SR = T TOPS (FH)
B:00 P.Muoeeeeeeertee ettt s sass s sass s sass s sas st sass s sessans Choir Rehearsal
7200 PiMucceriecemeresesessessssesssssessssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesess Worship Practice
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24
No church activities scheduled.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25
No church activities scheduled.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26
B30 AM. ot pnae Traditional Service
T LR Y Fellowship Hour (FH)
TIE00 ALVl ceceieemenssessseessessssesssessssessssessssessasessasessasessasessanes Contemporary Service

1215 PoMeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesessssssssssssssssssssesesessssesesssssssssssssssssssssssssssessessseseeesesee Confirmation (FH)



