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Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 Good morning and a blessed welcome to you!  It is an honor to have you 
worshiping with us this morning and we prayer that you find great comfort and 
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!  
 

At St. John’s we are pleased to offer two styles of worship services on Sunday 
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service, we offer familiar hymns and rich, 
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 
a.m. contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. 
service, but in an informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We 
encourage you to try both worship styles! Thank you for worshiping with us; we 
would love to have you join us again! 
 

(If you need assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the 
ushers.) 
 

Contact Us 
2727 North Union Boulevard, Decatur, IL 62526 

Phone: (217) 875-3656; website:   www.stjohnsdecatur.com 
Church office hours:  8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Monday - Friday 

Members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod & Unity Christian School 

                       
 

St. John’s Staff 
   Rev. Adam Ray, Lead Pastor              Georgia Newman, Office Manager 
    pastoradam@stjohnsdecatur.com           georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com 
   Rev. Aaron Bird, Assoc. Pastor                  Carol Reynolds, Financial Secretary 
   pastoraaron@stjohnsdecatur.com           carolr@stjohnsdecatur.com 
  Ted Hesse, Worship Music Director  Jeff Miller, Custodian 
   tedh@stjohnsdecaur.com 

 
 

Unity Christian School Faculty & Staff – Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Ciara Collins    Angela Martinek           Jeff Salefski 
Brenda Salogga   Melissa Saurmann    Kelly Smith 
Lindsay Tipsword  Stephanie Wilkerson 

http://www.stjohnsdecatur.com/
mailto:pastoradam@stjohnsdecatur.com
mailto:georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com
mailto:pastoraaron@stjohnsdecatur.com
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LWML Sunday 
October 12, 2025 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Our Vision:  Grounded in Christ, Growing in Faith, Branching to Others 
 

Pre-Service Music And A Time For Prayer 
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have 
you worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find 
great comfort and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!  
Thank you for worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us 
again!    
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

WELCOME & GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG 
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                        LSB 849 
 

INVOCATION 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 

us.  
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

L: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father: 
C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 



eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen.  

 

L: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

SALUTATION 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD   
Old Testament Isaiah 62:1-7 
1 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be 
quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation 
as a burning torch. 2 The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the 
kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth 
of the Lord will give. 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4 You shall no more be 
termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, but 
you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the 
Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married. 5 For as a young man 
marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 6 On 
your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen; all the day and all the night 
they shall never be silent. You who put the Lord in remembrance, 
take no rest, 7 and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and 
makes it a praise in the earth. (ESV)  
 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 



Epistle                    Romans 10:9-17 
9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 
with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in 
him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who 
call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” 14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the 
gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from 
us?”  17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ. (ESV) 
 

L:  This is the Word of our Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
 

Holy Gospel         Luke 24:44-53 
L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung)  

 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened 
their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You 
are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of 
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed 

http://biblehub.com/romans/10-10.htm


with power from on high.” 50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and 
lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted 
from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the 
temple blessing God. (ESV) 
 

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)  
 

SERMON HYMN 
Spread the Reign of God the Lord           LSB 830 
 

SERMON  “Preachers” 
  Romans 10:9-17 

Pastor Aaron Bird 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

OFFERING 
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at 

www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy,” 
People respond with: “hear our prayer.” 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LWML ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

SENDING SONG 
Lift High the Cross                             LSB 837 
 

POSTLUDE 



LWML Sunday 
October 12, 2025 

11:00 a.m. 
 

OPENING SONGS 
Hymn of Joy 

Lion and the Lamb 
 

WELCOME & GREETING 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PRAYER 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
God You’re So Good 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Romans 10:9-17 

 

SERMON 
“Preachers” 

Romans 10:9-17 
Pastor Aaron Bird 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

PRAYERS 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LWML ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

BLESSING 
 

SENDING SONG 
Your Love Awakens Me 



 
SUNDAY SERVANTS 

Preacher ................................................................................................................... Pastor Aaron Bird 
Reader .................................................................................................................................................... LWML  
Lay Minister ......................................................................................................... 8:30 – John Hubert 

11:00 – Steve Craycroft 
Organist ...................................................................................................................................... Carol Pelz 
Ushers  ..................................................................................................................................... 8:30 – LWML 

11:00 – Dan Zimmerman 
Computer ................................................................................................. 8:30 – Brandon Patzwitz 

11:00 – Ava Saurmann 
Acolytes .................................................................................................................................. 8:30 – LWML 

11:00 – Zoey Collins 
Live Stream  ............................................................................................. 11:00 - Lindsay Tipsword 
Camera ............................................................................................................... 11:00 – Pat Robinson 
Sound ............................................................................................................. 8:30/11:00 – Doug Hicks 
Vocals ............................. Melissa Saurmann, Pam Saurmann, Lindsay Tipsword 
Acoustic Guitar ..................................................................................................... Nathaniel Stoll 
Bass Guitar ............................................................................................................. Wendy Salefski 
 
OUR MISSION We are restored to God through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. As a family of Christians, we are dedicated to the love and 
forgiveness of Christ as we reach out, preach and teach the truth of God’s 
Word to each other, our community and the world. 
 

IN NEED OF PRAYER: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the 
prayer chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer 
chain with an update of your prayer request. 
 

IN THE MILITARY: Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly Chaney, Kristel 
Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Logan Cline, Tristin Comer, Randy 
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah Lung, 
Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Goodson, Tyler Salefski 

 



CONGREGATION NEWS 
 

LWML Sunday is today.  There will be a door offering that will go towards 
LWML mission grants.  75% goes to Central Illinois District grants and 25% 
goes to National grants. You can find more information on the mission 
grants being funded currently on the back table. 
 

Wednesday Adult Bible Study is back! Join us Wednesday mornings at 
10:00am as we study the history and origins of the Bible. Who wrote it? Why 
are certain books included and others not? How does our Bible compare 
to ancient manuscripts? Join us to find out! 
 

Ladies, join your Friendship Circle friends for a tour of the Mueller Museum 
on Tuesday, October 21st. We will meet in the fellowship hall at 1:00, 
carpool to the museum and back, then enjoy refreshments on our return. 
The admission fee will be covered by our treasury, so just bring your 
curiosity about what happens at Mueller and what the company has 
contributed to Decatur and the community. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? You can now sign-up for characters and support roles 
on Facebook, the church webpage, or by calling the church office. There 
are 16 different support groups for Living Nativity. Setup/take down, traffic, 
lighting, kitchen, costumes, welcome center, child care, details, character 
recruitment, high school helpers, marketing, firepits, security, script and 
lumineer lighters. We really do need the whole church family to share 
Jesus life story and ministry. Living Nativity is right around the corner and 
we need your help!  Please mark your calendars for November 22 and 23. 
If you have any questions, please contact Cathi Tavarczky 217-433-0447. 
 

Pastor Adam’s Sabbatical: Pastor Adam and his family (Amanda, Kaylee, 
and Matteo) are away from St. John’s during Pastor Adam’s Sabbatical. 
Please continue to pray for them as they continue along this path of 
renewal and reflection. Please direct any pastoral needs to Pastor Aaron. 
 



Pastor Adam, Amanda, Kaylee and Mattoo will return on Sunday, 
November 2. Hospitality Team will have a reception for them during the 
Education Hour. 
 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month! Join us in appreciating our 
pastors by mailing cards and well wishes to Pastor Adam and Pastor 
Aaron.   
 

Thank you to all the participants of the Golf Outing. We had another great 
year and raised $3084 after expenses for the Golf Fund.  Thank you to all 
the volunteers and to Matt Cushing for continuing to organize this event.  
 

Missing Item:  Yyonna Price is missing a metal cake pan with a slide on 
lid. If you have it by accident or know where it is, please contact the church 
office or Yyonna. Thank you. 
 

The bushes around the church need trimming. If you are interested in 
doing some trimming, please contact Gary Schwartzle or the church 
office. 
 

LSA ReSale Shop: We just want to say THANK YOU to everyone who came 
to shop, volunteer, and worked with us as we re-stocked and re-opened! 
It was exciting to share your excitement as we changed over the shop to 
Fall/Winter! We still have lots of great items we will be putting out, so be 
sure to stop by and see what’s new! 
 

STEWARDSHIP SEEDS:  Luke 14:11 – “For everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” “The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 9:10). That’s called humility. The 
Lord is God, and we are not. With that in mind, how could we not seek to 
follow His Word in all aspects of life? Once we see His love for us in the 
cross of Christ, how could we not trust Him? He knows what He is talking 
about, and we don’t. He loves us and wants to bless us. If you believe that, 
then striking out on a path of faithfulness in the realm of stewardship is a 
lot easier. It just makes sense. 

 



Last Week’s Giving 
Weekly Needed ........................................................................................................................... $12,403.85 
General Fund ................................................................................................................................. $9,636.00 
Online Giving ................................................................................................................................. $2,636.28 
Total Giving .....................................................................................................................................$12,272.28 

Last Week’s Attendance 
8:30 a.m.  .......................................................................................................................................................... 112 
11:00 a.m. ........................................................................................................................................................... 46 
Total.................................................................................................................................................................... 158 
Wednesday Bible Study ........................................................................................................................... 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12 
8:30 A.M. .............................................................................................................. Traditional Service 
9:45 A.M. .......................................................................................................... Education Hour (FH) 
11:00 A.M. .................................................................................................... Contemporary Service 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13 
7:00 P.M. ................................................................................................................................. Boy Scouts 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14 
10:00 A.M. ...................................................................... DMH Grief Support Group (Lounge) 
1:00 P.M. ............................................................................................................................ Staff Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15 
10:00 A.M. ..................................................................................................... Adult Bible Study (FH) 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16 
ALL DAY. .................................................................................................. Fellowship Hall Reserved 
5:30 P.M. .................................................................................................................................... TOPS (FH) 
6:00 P.M. ..................................................................................................................... Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 P.M. ................................................................................................................... Worship Practice 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17 
No church activities scheduled. 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 
No church activities scheduled. 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19 
8:30 A.M. .............................................................................................................. Traditional Service 
9:45 A.M. ......................................................................................................... Fellowship Hour (FH) 
11:00 A.M. .................................................................................................... Contemporary Service 
12:15 P.M. ................................................................................................................ Confirmation (FH) 


