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Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and we prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!

At St. John's we are pleased to offer two styles of worship services on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service, we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m.
contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service, but in
an informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try
both worship styles! Thank you for worshiping with us; we would love to have you
join us again!

(If you need assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)

Contact Us
2727 North Union Boulevard, Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-3656; website: www.stjohnsdecatur.com
Church office hours: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday - Friday
Members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod & Unity Christian School

MISSOURI SYNOD A ministry of the Lutheran School Association

f THE
7 Lurheran CHURCH @ UNITY CHRISTIAN

St. John'’s Staff

Rev. Adam Ray, Lead Pastor Georgia Newman, Office Manager
pastoradam@stjohnsdecatur.com georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com
Rev. Aaron Bird, Assoc. Pastor Carol Reynolds, Financial Secretary
pastoraaron@stjohnsdecatur.com carolr@stjohnsdecatur.com

Ted Hesse, Worship Music Director Jeff Miller, Custodian

tedh@stjohnsdecaur.com

Unity Christian School Faculty & Staff — Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church
Ciara Collins Angela Martinek Jeff Salefski
Brenda Salogga Melissa Saurmann Kelly Smith
Lindsay Tipsword Stephanie Wilkerson
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Last Sunday of the Church Calendar
November 23, 2025
8:30 a.m.

Our Vision: Grounded in Christ, Growing in Faith, Branching to Others

Pre-Service Music And A Time For Prayer

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have
you worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great
comfort and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! Thank
you for worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us again!

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & GREETING

OPENING SONG
Come Thou Almighty King LSB 905

INVOCATION

OPENING SENTENCES
L: This is the day that the Lord has made;
C: letusrejoice and be gladinit.

L: All the ends of the earth shall remmember and turn to the Lord,
C: and all the families of the nations shall worship before You.

L: Now thus says the Lord, “Fear not, for | have redeemed you;
C: Ilhave called you by name, you are Mine.”

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

L:  The Lord has delivered us from the domain of darkness,

C: and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

L:  Almighty God and King,



C: Weconfessthatwe have broken trust with You. We have doubted Your
goodness, neglected Your ways, and sought to satisfy our sinful
nature. We do not think, speak, or act like Your treasured possession.
We bring before You our faults and failures, honestly and humbly
recoghizing that we deserve to be cast out of Your kingdom. Have
mercy, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Spare us from Your wrath,
deliver us from death and darkness, and cleanse us from sin, that we
serve You in righteousness, innocence, and blessedness nhow and
always. Amen.

L: On His cross, Jesus Christ, your Savior, was crowned with shame and
given unto death for You. His blood pays the price Your sins deserve. Now
crowned with glory, the risen and reigning Christ lives to declare sins
forgiven. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

Old Testament Malachi 3:13-28
B“Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you say, ‘How
have we spoken against you?’ “You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What
is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before
the Lord of hosts? ° And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only
prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.” '®Then those who
feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention and heard
them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who
feared the Lord and esteemed his name. " “They shall be mine, says the
Lord of hosts, in the day when | make up my treasured possession, and | will
spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. ® Then once more you
shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one
who serves God and one who does not serve him. (ESV)



L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Colossians 1113-20
®He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness
of sins. ®He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. '® For
by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were
created through him and for him."” And he is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. '® And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be
preeminent. ®Forin him all thefullness of God was pleased to
dwell, * and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth
or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE

Holy Gospel Luke 23:27-43
L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter.
C: GlorytoYou, O Lord. (sung)

?” And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who
were mourning and lamenting for him.#But turning to them Jesus
said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves
and for your children. *For behold, the days are coming when they will
say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the womlbs that never bore and the breasts
that never nursed!’ ** Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’
and to the hills, ‘Cover us. 3¥For if they do these things when the wood is
green, what will happen when it is dry?” **Two others, who were criminals,
were led away to be put to death with him. ** And when they came to the
place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one



on his right and one on his left. 3* And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.” And they cast lotsto divide his
garments. ** And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at
him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of
God, his Chosen One!” **The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine ¥ and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!” ¥ There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the
Jews.” ¥ One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you
not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” °°But the other rebuked him, saying,
“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? ¥ And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward
of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” * And he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.”“*And he said to
him, “Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (ESV)

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Adam Ray
SERMON HYMN

Crown Him with Many Crowns LSB 525
SERMON “Today”

Luke 23:27-43
Pastor Aaron Bird

APOSTLES' CREED

OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord in your mercy...”
People respond with: “Hear our prayer.”


http://www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving

LORD'S PRAYER
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING SONG
All Hail the Power of Jesus Name

POSTLUDE

LSB 549



Last Sunday of the Church Calendar
November 23, 2025
11:00 a.m.

OPENING SONGS
Praise
House Of The Lord

WELCOME & GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PRAYER
SHARING THE PEACE

OFFERING
Evidence

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 23:27-43

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Pastor Adam Ray

SERMON
“Today”
Luke 23:27-43
Pastor Aaron Bird

APOSTLES' CREED
PRAYERS
LORD'S PRAYER
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

SENDING SONG
Goodness of God



SUNDAY SERVANTS

PIrEOACKET .ttt ssssessasesssss s essssssssssassessasessanes Pastor Aaron Bird
WOISIIP LEATET ....eeeiriccrrrcesrnnessssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseses Pastor Adam Ray
REQUAET ...ttt sssse s s s ssss st s ssasessssesssssssssssasesassessasessasees Jan Bryant
LAY MINISTET ...ovciercrrrccrsnanncsssmssncssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssese 8:30 — Steve Craycroft
11:00 — John Hubert

OFGANIST ooeieercreiertierssesissessssscsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssessssssessssses Sharon Cripe
USKNIEIS ottt s ssssessssessssssssssssss s ssasessssessssessssssanes 8:30 — David Vanskike
11:00 — Dan Zimmerman

COMPIULET .ot sssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssassssassoses 8:30 — Avery Smith
11:00 — Ava Saurmann

ACOIYTES ...ttt ssssssssassssssss s sssss s sasssssssss s sas s sase e sssesasssssssssssasasasssasases 8:30 -
11:00 — Noelle Calhoun

LIVE STFEAM ..ceerecrrrccrrnsesesmsscsssmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssanss 11:00 — Matt Cushing
CUMBIQ ..courererereremsessmseesssssessssasessssasssssassssssssessssssessssssessssssassssssessssssssssssasess 11:00 — Matt Cushing
SOUNG .cticrrrieerriasessmssssssmssesssssssssssssassssssasssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssaseases 8:30 — Brandon Patzwitz
8:30 — Brandon Patzwitz

VOCAIS ettt ssessesssssssssssessaes Becky Dosien, Amanda Ray, Ted Hesse
ACOUSTIC GUITAN ...oumeeeeeereeerecissecesseeessesesssesessesssssesesssesssssssssssssssssssssssesssssesssseses Nathaniel Stoll
BASS GUILAN ..ottt ssasssssssesssssssssssssssssssessssessssessssessssassasessanes Wendy Salefski
DIFUIMIS cocoeereecencenesssesssessssessssessssessssessssessssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssessasesssssssssessasessasessasessanes Chloe Drums
PIONO c.ooteceicterecnsseceessnesesssnessssssesssssssssssssessssssssssasssssssssesssssssssssssssssasssssssnees Angela Cushing

OUR MISSION We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of
Jesus. As a family of Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness
of Christ as we reach out, preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each
other, our community and the world.

IN NEED OF PRAYER: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the
prayer chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer chain
with an update of your prayer request.

IN THE MILITARY: Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly Chaney, Kristel
Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Logan Cline, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah Lung, Nathan
Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Goodson, Tyler Salefski



CONGREGATION NEWS

Thanksgiving Food Drive for Northeast Community Fund We will be having
our annual Thanksgiving Food Drive for Northeast Community Fund. There is
a table to receive donations of canned and nonperishable food items plus a
box for monetary gifts on Sunday, November 9, 16 & 23. If any questions,
please contact Vicki Schwartzle. Note from Jerry: In my over 50 years of
serving at NECF, | have never seen the food lines as long as they have been
the last two weeks. The absence of SNAP (food stamps) has caused a crisis
in our community. In one day, NECF served 283 families with food. If it is within
your means, please be extra generous with your gifts to the current food drive
and end of the year giving to NECF.

Thanksgiving Eve Service with Communion will be on Wednesday, November
26 at 6:00 p.m.

Advent Services will be on Wednesday, Dec. 3,10, 17 at 6:00 p.m. Dinner will
be served starting at 5:00 p.m.

Decorating the Church: We will be decorating the church for Christmas on
Saturday, Dec. 6th starting at 8:30 a.m. Would appreciate any help.

YOU are invited to lunch! On Sunday, December 7th, the congregation is
invited to a soup, submarine sandwich, and dessert luncheon at 12:30 in the
fellowship hall. Following lunch, Pastor Adam will share details and pictures
about his recent sabbatical. Please register to attend at the voters’ meeting
this afternoon, or by the front door before and after services the next two
Sundays. There is no charge, just a free will offering.

Bus Trip: Come celebrate the holidays with a trip to the Little Theatre on Wed,,
December 17. We will be traveling to Sullivan for the 2:00 p.m. performance of
the Million Dollar Quartet Christmas. Tickets are $44.00 each and may be
reserved by contacting the church office or Jerry Pelz at 217-433-2961.

Thank you to the following men who helped with the leaves clean-up. Steve
Craycroft, Matt Cushing, Dave Davis, Brady Fawcett, Dale Fiala, Randy



Fleming, Don Johnson, Rick Laskowski, Larry Marquardt, Danny McGlade, Gary
Schwartzle, Larry Tohilll David Vanskike, Larry Westbrook. You are all
appreciated!

St. John's family will be gathering to volunteer to help stock shelves on
Monday, Nov. 24"at 3:00-5:00 p.m. at Northeast Community Fund.

LSA ReSale Shop: Did you know that we not only take donations on Thursday
2:00-6:00 PM, but we are OPEN for shoppers till 6:00 also! Stop by and see
what treasures you might find! The Shop is open 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Monday
— Wednesday and Friday — Saturday with Thursday hours 9:00 AM — 6:00 PM.
Other donation times are Monday & Tuesday 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM. The Shop
offers clothes for all members of the family, shoes, purses, all types of kitchen
items, décor of any kind, vintage items, along with seasonal decorations, etc.,
etc. Stop by the Shop at 421 E. Cerro Gordo or call 217-423-0122. Follow the
Shop on Facebook for the most up-to-date information!

STEWARDSHIP SEEDS: Matthew 25:2 - “Five of them were foolish, and five
were wise.” A truly wise man, as Jesus once said, builds on the Word of Jesus.
There is no other foundation which will stand. Any other path is a foolish one.
His Word leads to life, and to depart from His Word leads to death. Clinging
to His Word, we know we have His blessing.

Last Week’s Giving

WEEKIY NEEUE......coreiseiseeis i seisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses $12,403.85
GENEION FUN e teseeeeseesesessessssesessssesesasessssasesssstassesasenssesasaesssensassssenssssnsens $14,193.00
ONliNe GIVING (GENEIAI FUNAY) w....ooooooeeeeeeesssreesesssseeessssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssee $
TOTA GIVING vttt esissssssssssssisssesssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssessssssessssssessssssasssssssssssssacs $14,193.00
Last Week’s Attendance
B30 QLM ettt bbb bbb bR bR b e AR bR bR R bR n R b s Rt enee 146
TI00 QN a s b s b s bbb bbb a b s b a b e s bbb b b e st s sebesas b ses e s s asaenensne 73
TOLQ ettt b s s b s bbb s b s a b se b e bR b e bbb e b s e b e s s s b s s sas b s sesentesaesessenans 219



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN'’S

SUNDAY, November 23

B30 Al saasssssasssaaes Traditional Service
ISR Y Education Hour (FH)
TIO0 Al ssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssassssassssassssases Contemporary Service
4:3078:00 P.Mu.orseerrisnnsssssissses i sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassens Living Nativity
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24

375100 P.Muiicsic s sisssssssssnssssssssssssssssieses NECF Stocking Shelves
7100 Pttt ssssssss s s s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssasessasessas Boy Scouts
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25

10:00 AM. cooooooeeeeesreeeessseesssssesssssssessssssssssssssseses DMH Grief Support Group (Lounge)
12100 PoMuooieeenecenmecessaeeessssesssssesessssessssssesssssssssssssssssssessssssesssssssssssssessssssessssanecs Staff Meeting
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26

No Adult Bible Study

BI00 P ccoitiiecermcrimnesesasesessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssans Thanksgiving Eve Service
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27

Church Office Closed — Happy Thanksgiving

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28
Church Office Closed

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29
No church activities scheduled.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30
BIB0 A M. ettt ettt s s s s s aete st s s s s s s asaenetete s s s sasanans Traditional Service
Q1D AM.oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseesse e esesesseesssessesseesesssessessessessesssessees Education Hour (FH)

TTE00 Al essssessssessssesssessasessasessasessasessasessanes Contemporary Service



