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Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and we prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!

At St. John's we are pleased to offer two styles of worship services on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service, we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m.
contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service, but in
an informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try
both worship styles! Thank you for worshiping with us; we would love to have you
join us again!

(If you need assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)

The Lord’s Supper
Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord’s Supper, we do not want to
compromise any portion of God's Word among us. Because Scripture states that the Lord's
Supper can be taken to one’s spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all visitors to refer
to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord’s Supper before communing:

I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. | am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith in Jesus. |
am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in Him. | believe
when | receive the bread, | am receiving the true body of Christ and when | receive the wine, |
am receiving the true blood of Jesus. | believe that when | receive His true body and blood my
sins are forgiven, | am given power over sin, death and the devil, and the gift of eternal life. My
faith is completely in the words of Jesus.

The Lord's Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one hand,
and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand (Matt.
26:28;1Cor. 10:16-17). Those who receive the body and the blood of the Lord do so in terms of
their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants. Therefore, all baptized
believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran teaching of the Lord's Supper
are welcome to attend. As always, we encourage you to speak with Pastor Adam or Pastor
Aaron with any questions or concerns. Thank you.

Disabled — The pastor and lay minister will gladly commmune anyone unable to come to the
communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know before the service begins.



All Saints’ Sunday
November 2, 2025
8:30 a.m.

Our Vision: Grounded in Christ, Growing in Faith, Branching to Others

Pre-Service Music And A Time For Prayer

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have
you worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great
comfort and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! Thank
you for worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us again!

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME & GREETING

OPENING SONG
| Know That My Redeemer Lives (Vs. 1-4) LSB 461

INVOCATION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

L:

John wrote, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are.” The devil, the world, and
our sinful nature lead us to live lives that do not reflect this reality. Let us
confess our sins to our heavenly Father. Most merciful God and Father,
We confess to You that our lives do not always reveal that we are really
Your children and that You are our Father. We admit that we sin against
You and others with our thoughts, words, and actions. In Your
righteousness, forgive us and cleanse us from all our unrighteousness.
Restore the joy of Your salvation to us and sustain us with a willing
spirit. Amen.

John reminds us, “Beloved, we are God'’s children now, and what we will
e has not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we shall be
like Him, because we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who thus hopes



in Him purifies himself as He is pure.” In the mercy of our heavenly Father,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us and
purifies us from all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, He gives
the power to become the children of God and gives them the Holy Spirit.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SALUTATION
PRAYER OF THE DAY

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

New Testament Revelation 7.9-17
After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes,
with palm branches in their hands,?and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb!” " And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the
throne and worshiped God, ?saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and
ever! Amen.” ®Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are
these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” I said to
him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the
great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. *“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve
him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter
them with his presence. ®They shall hunger no more, neither thirst
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. "For the
Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them
to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
(ESV)



L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 John 3:1-3
'See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not
know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God's children now, and
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 2 And everyone who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1-12
L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C: GlorytoYou, OLlord. (sung)

'Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. *“Blessed
are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. ® “Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth. ®“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. ” “Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. °
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. ° “Blessed
are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. " “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. ? Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you. (ESV)

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)



SERMON “Family Reunion”
] John 3:1-3
Pastor Aaron Bird

NICENE CREED

OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjiohnsdecatur.com/giving

CHOIR SPECIAL MUSIC A Sunday School Celebration

PRAYERS AND REMEMBRANCE OF THE SAINTS
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy,”
People respond with: “hear our prayer.”

And so we remember...

Richard Floyd Patricia Larck Deborah Rowley

Lorie Graessle Sandy Maddox Caroline Ruffini

Arnie Gross Lynn Pansch Caroline Waltens

Mary Harlow Rubeye Peckert Lois Williamson

Darlene Kashefska Wayne Peckert Vada Wond

Robert Kenney Doug Precht Timothy Wortman
LORD'S PRAYER

PREFACE (responses sung)
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS (sung)

WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI (sung)


http://www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

For All the Saints (Vs. 1-3 & 7-8)
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Children of the Heavenly Father

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING SONG
Almighty Father, Bless the Word

POSTLUDE

LSB 677
LSB 62]
LSB 725

LSB 923



All Saints Sunday
November 2, 2025
11:00 a.m.

OPENING SONGS
Sing Wherever | Go
There’s Nothing That Our God Can’t Do

WELCOME & GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PRAYER
SHARING THE PEACE

OFFERING
In Christ Alone

SCRIPTURE READING
1 John 3:1-3

SERMON
“Family Reunion”
1 John 3:1-3
Pastor Aaron Bird

APOSTLES' CREED
PRAYERS
LORD'S PRAYER

COMMUNION
Made For More

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

SENDING SONG
Holy Forever



SUNDAY SERVANTS

PIrEOACKET .ttt ssssessasesssss s essssssssssassessasessanes Pastor Aaron Bird
REQUAET ...ttt sise s sss st sasse bbb sttt ssases Karl Albrecht
COMMUNION HEIPET ....ooeetireeissesissessisssesisssssisssssssssssssssssssssssss Jerry Pelz & Jeff Salefski
LAY MINTSTET ....oovcrrrccrriaccrnmsessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssanss 8:30 — Randy Gentry
11:00 — Larry Westbrook

OFGONIST ooeieecrerereseeceietissesssssesesesesssssesssssesssassesssssssssssssessssssssssssesssssssssssssasssasssssssssssssass Ted Hesse
USIIEIS oottt sase s essssessss et sases s ssssesssssssssssasessasessasessas 8:30 — Dave Munson
11:00 — Tom Schollenbuch

COMPIULET .cirisinsssssissssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssass 8:30 — Denise Gentry
11:00 — Ava Saurmann

ACOIYTES ...ttt s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssassssssssssssses 8:30 — Roman Fiala
11:00 — Allison Bart

LIVE STFEAIM .cooeerecrrrecenrisersssssesssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassesssssasss 8:30 — Eric Brown
COMIBIQ .cueecieteeerseessesssessse e st sssessasessssessssesssssassesaasessasessasessssessssssssessasessssessas 8:30 — Eric Brown
SOUNG .crticrrriecrrriserssasessssssssssssssssssssassesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssassesssssassesssssasss 8:30 — Doug Hicks
11:00 — Doug Hicks

VOCAIS ettt Lindsay Tipsword, Pam Saurmann, Ted Hesse
ACOUSTIC GUITAN ...oourerrirecererirseceseeessesisssesesssesssssesssssessssessssssssssssssssessssesssnsecs Wendy Salefski
PIONO coorereieceiecesnecesesesaesessesessesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssessssseses Angela Cushing

OUR MISSION We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of
Jesus. As a family of Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness
of Christ as we reach out, preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each
other, our community and the world.

IN NEED OF PRAYER: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the
prayer chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer chain
with an update of your prayer request.

IN THE MILITARY: Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly Chaney, Kristel
Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Logan Cline, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah Lung, Nathan
Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Goodson, Tyler Salefski



CONGREGATION NEWS
Voter's Meeting will be on Sunday, November 16 at 1:30 p.m.

Thanksgiving Food Drive: We will be having our annual Thanksgiving Food
Drive for Northeast Community Fund. This year the need is greater than
before. There will be a table to receive donations of canned and
nonperishable food items plus a box for monetary gifts on Sunday, November
9,16 & 23. If any questions, please contact Vicki Schwartzle.

LIVING NATIVITY: Thank you to all who have signed up. We still need 57
Characters and 28 Support Staff. Sign-up for characters and support roles
on Facebook, the church webpage, or by calling the church office. We really
do need the whole church family to share Jesus life story and ministry. Please
mark your calendars for November 22 and 23. If you have any questions,
please contact the church office or Cathi Tavarczky 217-433-0447.

LIVING NATIVITY POSTCARDS & FLYERS are on the back table. Please take
some postcards to hand out to friends, family, co-workers, etc. Flyers are
available to post at work, nursing homes, restaurants, etc. Please help
spread the word about the story of our Savior's birth and life to the
community!

LIVING NATIVITY: Please complete the enclosed insert for food donations and
return to the church office.

Ladies Friendship Circle: You've heard of New Life Pregnancy Center, right?
Maybe you've even collected coins in a baby bottle or contributed socks and
diapers. But, do you know what actually happens at the center and all the
different ways they support young women? Ladies Friendship Circle will find
out on Tuesday, November 16. We will have a quick meeting at 1:00, then the
speaker will begin at 1:30. Everyone is welcome! (Men, you too are invited to
come at 1:30 for the presentation.)

Thank you for all your prayers and cards. Hope to see you all soon.
- Bob Blakeman



Decorating the Church: We will be decorating the church for Christmas on
Saturday, Dec. 6th starting at 8:30 a.m. Would appreciate any help.

Wednesday Adult Bible Study is back! Join us Wednesday mornings at
10:00am as we study the history and origins of the Bible. Who wrote it? Why are
certain books included and others not? How does our Bible compare to
ancient manuscripts? Join us to find out!

LSA ReSale Shop: Christmas is at the ReSale Shop! Trees, lights and
ornaments debut November 1°t. We take Christmas items year-round but
now is a great time to donate the items you don’t plan on using this year.
Donation days are Monday & Tuesday 9:00am — 1:00pm and Thursday 2:00 -
6:00pm. The shop is located at 421 E. Cerro Gordo. Follow the LSA ReSale Shop
Facebook page for the most up to date information.

Last Week's Giving
WEEKIY NEEUE......oeeeererisesisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssss $12,403.85
GENEIAI FUN ettt ssessastesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssnssssasssssassssssssssnssoss $10,381.00
ONliNE GIVING (GENEIAI FUNGY) ...oooooeeceeeeeeeeessssseeeeesssssssesessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssses
TOTA GIVING evturrrriecrrieceriecesiessssseesssssesssssessssssessssssessssasssssasessssasessssssssssssessssasssssasssssasssssanecs $10,381.00
Last Week'’s Attendance
B30 Mt et b bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb R bbb b bbb bR b s r s as s bene 13
THI00 QLN ettt be s bbb e as s b e bR bt as st b e b s s bes b e b as b s et es s s et s aesasssasbanen 43
TOLQA ettt bbb es bbb bbb ae b b R bbb s b b et s s b b s s b s s sastsassessesates 145



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN'’S

SUNDAY, November 2

B30 AV ettt s s ssas s sres Traditional Service
D145 AM..coeveereesreeeeessssessessssssessssssssssssses Reception for Pastor Adam & Family (FH)
TIO0 Al ssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssassssassssassssases Contemporary Service
12215 PoM. coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseessssssessesssssssssessssssssssssessssseseseeseeseesesseesesseseeseeseesesseseeeeeeesenes Confirmation (FH)
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3

B:30 P.Ml cctririnsssssssssss s sssassssssssssssssss s ssssssssssssssssasess Properties Meeting
7100 Pttt ssssssss s s s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssasessasessas Boy Scouts
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4

1100 PoMuoicterecenmncesmnncessansssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssessssssssssssssssassasssssssssssnecs Staff Meeting
BI30 PV cecemecemesesesesssesesssesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssessens Outreach Meeting
BI00 P.M. ceceecemecemesesesesssesessesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssessssessans Discipleship Meeting
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5

10100 A-M. cooeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesessssesssesssssesssssesssseessesessssesseseesessseseesesseseeneees Adult Bible Study (FH)
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6

5130 PoM. e eeeeeeeeesesesessesseesssssessessesesssessesssessesssssssesssesessseesessssesssssssssesssesssssesee TOPS (FH)
B:00 P.M. e eettiseetssecesseessssesesssesssasesasssesesssessssesesssesesasas st ess s sassssassesens Choir Rehearsal
7200 PiMuceceisecensecessesesssesssssesssssesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssssssssesssssessssssssassessans Worship Practice
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7

No church activities scheduled.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8

No church activities scheduled.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9

B30 AVttt an b Traditional Service
Q1D AM.oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseesse e esesesseesssessesseesesssessessessessesssessees Education Hour (FH)
TTE00 Al sesss s essssessssessssessssessasessasessasessassssasessanes Contemporary Service

12115 PuMe oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesssssssssssssssssssessssssssesessessssssssssssssssssesssmsseseseeseesseee Confirmation (FH)



