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Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and we prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!

At St. John's we are pleased to offer two styles of worship services on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service, we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m.
contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service, but in
an informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try
both worship styles! Thank you for worshiping with us; we would love to have you
join us again!

(If you need assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)

The Lord’s Supper
Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord’s Supper, we do not want to
compromise any portion of God's Word among us. Because Scripture states that the Lord's
Supper can be taken to one’s spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all visitors to refer
to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord’s Supper before communing:

I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. | am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith in Jesus. |
am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in Him. | believe
when | receive the bread, | am receiving the true body of Christ and when | receive the wine, |
am receiving the true blood of Jesus. | believe that when | receive His true body and blood my
sins are forgiven, | am given power over sin, death and the devil, and the gift of eternal life. My
faith is completely in the words of Jesus.

The Lord's Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one hand,
and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand (Matt.
26:28;1Cor. 10:16-17). Those who receive the body and the blood of the Lord do so in terms of
their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants. Therefore, all baptized
believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran teaching of the Lord's Supper
are welcome to attend. As always, we encourage you to speak with Pastor Adam or Pastor
Aaron with any questions or concerns. Thank you.

Disabled — The pastor and lay minister will gladly commmune anyone unable to come to the
communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know before the service begins.



Second Sunday in Advent
December 7, 2025
8:30 a.m.

Our Vision: Grounded in Christ, Growing in Faith, Branching to Others

Pre-Service Music And A Time For Prayer

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have
you worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great
comfort and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! Thank
you for worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us again!

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & GREETING

OPENING SONG
Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People LSB 347

INVOCATION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

C: Butif we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.

L:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in



Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

L:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
KYRIE (responses sung)

THIS IS THE FEAST (sung)
SALUTATION

PRAYER OF THE DAY

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

Old Testament Isaiah 11.1-10
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from
his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. ® And his delight shall be in the fear of
the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what
his ears hear, “but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
°Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his
loins. ® The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with
the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and
a little child shall lead them. ’The cow and the bear shall graze; their young
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his
hand on the adder's den. °They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters



cover the sea. °In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for
the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be
glorious. (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 15:4-13
“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we
might have hope. ®*May the God of endurance and encouragement grant
you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ
Jesus, °that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ.’Therefore welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a
servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, ® and in order that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore | will praise you among the
Gentiles, and sing to your name.” ° And again it says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with
his people.” "And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and
let all the peoples extol him.” 2 And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will
come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”
¥ May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1-12
L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
C: Gloryto You, O Lord. (sung)

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judeaq,
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was



spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.” “Now John
wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. ®Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the
region about the Jordan were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ’But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear
fruitin keeping with repentance.?And do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,” for | tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. °Even now the axe is laid
to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire. "“I baptize you with water for repentance,
but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals | am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize youwith the Holy Spirit and
fire. 2 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor
and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchabile fire.” (ESV)

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

SERMON “Whose Brood are You?”
Matthew 3:1-12
Pastor Aaron Bird

NICENE CREED

OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “let us pray to the Lord:”
People respond with: “Lord, have mercy.”


http://www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving

LORD'S PRAYER

PREFACE (responses sung)
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS (sung)

WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI (sung)

DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry LSB 344
What Hope! An Eden Prophesied LSB 342
Jesus Shall Reign LSB 832
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING SONG
The Night Will Soon Be Ending LSB 337
POSTLUDE
Last Week's Giving

WEEKIY NEEUE........cooeeeeesesisssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssns $12,403.85
GENEIO FUN et e e e s seeeses e s seesasesesasessasaseasesessasesesnseeesastasasaseseseseases $2,840.00
ONliNE GIVING (GENEIAI FUNQ) ....ooooooceeveeeeeesscssseeeeessssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssesssssssssssessssssssssesssses
TOLAI GIVING werurvvrrrreernerrnecesnessasessaesssssesssssesssssesssssssasesssssesssssesssssssasesssssesssssessessssasesssssessasesess $2,840.00

Last Week'’s Attendance
B30 QLM ettt b s bbb bbb bbb bR bbb Rt s bas s s et s s rans No Service
TEOO QM b e se s s bbb s bbb e b bbb b s s s s sassassessenes No Service
TNANKSGIVING EVE SEIVICE.....coeeccecerecereceiessaeessesessesssssessssssssssssasesssssesssssessasssssasesssssesssssssasees 42

WedNESAAY AQVENT SEIVICE ... eceeeeeeieeieeieeesecssesisessssessssesssssssssssssessssesssssssasssssssssssssssessasessanes 58



Second Sunday in Advent
December 7, 2025
11:00 a.m.

OPENING SONGS
Everlasting God
Come Lord Jesus

WELCOME & GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PRAYER
LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE

SHARING THE PEACE

OFFERING
Gratitude

SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 3:1-12

SERMON
“Whose Brood are You?”
Matthew 3:1-12
Pastor Aaron Bird

APOSTLES' CREED
PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER

COMMUNION
Emmanuel

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

SENDING SONG
Build Your Kingdom Here



SUNDAY SERVANTS

PIrEOACKET .ttt ssssessasesssss s essssssssssassessasessanes Pastor Adam Ray
WOISIIP LEATET ....eeeiriccrrrcesrnnessssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseses Pastor Aaron Bird
REGUAET ..ottt sessesssse s s esss st assesssse s ssasessss s assssassessasessasessases Troy Harrison
LAY MINISTET ...ovcrrrcirrecrsmscsssmasncsssmssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasseess 8:30 — Larry Westbrook
11:00 — Randy Gentry

OFGONIST ooeieecrerereseeceietissesssssesesesesssssesssssesssassesssssssssssssessssssssssssesssssssssssssasssasssssssssssssass Ted Hesse
USRNEIS oocrctrcssissssssssssssssssssssanes 8:30 — Gary Schwartzle/Rick Laskowski
11:00 — Tom Schollenbruch

COMPIULET .ot sssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssassssassoses 8:30 — Avery Smith
11:00 — Ellie Hesse

ACOIYTES ...ttt s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssassssssssssssses 8:30 — Roman Fiala
11:00 — Allison Bart

LIVE STFEAIM .cooeerecrrrecenrisersssssesssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassesssssasss 8:30 — Eric Brown
COMEBIA ccrrmcrreriseesssesssessasssssssssssssssasssssasssssssssssssssssssssasssssssesssssssasssssassssssses 8:30 — Eric Brown
SOUNG.oouiriricrrisissssssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 8:30 & 11:00 — Brandon Patzwitz
VOCAIS ..oeeeeerreeeeseeesesssenssessessessane Amanda Ray, Pam Saurmann, Ted Hesse
ACOUSTIC GUITAN ...oomeeeeeereeerecersecesseeessesesssesesssesssssesssssessssessssssssssssssssesssssesssseses Nathaniel Stoll
BOSS GUITAN ...oomeeeererecerecesecissecissesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssessssssssssesssssesssssssssssesssssesssns Wendy Salefski
PIONO cooreeecemecemenesesesesessesessesesssesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssessssseses Angela Cushing

OUR MISSION We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of
Jesus. As a family of Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness
of Christ as we reach out, preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each
other, our community and the world.

IN NEED OF PRAYER: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the
prayer chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer chain
with an update of your prayer request.

IN THE MILITARY: Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly Chaney, Kristel
Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Logan Cline, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah Lung, Nathan
Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Goodson, Tyler Salefski



CONGREGATION NEWS

A HUGE Thank You to all the volunteers that helped with the Living Nativity.
Each and every one of you are greatly appreciated. Thank you to Graceland
Fairlawn for graciously supplying our pampas grass and straw for our
scenes, and Coffee Connection for helping us advertise on their coffee
sleeves. We had over 1,400 people come through. A special thank you to Scott
& Cathi Tavarczky for organizing this wonderful event.

Sunday Adult Bible Study will begin a new study during Advent on Sunday
November 30 focusing on the Messianic Prophecies we see in Isaiah which
we will also be exploring during our Midweek Advent series.

Is there any evidence for what we read in the Bible? Come learn how more
evidence is being discovered all the time at our upcoming Wednesday Adult
Bible Study on Biblical Archaeology starting Wednesday, December 10 at
10:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Advent Services will be on Wednesday, Dec. 10 & 17 at 6:00 p.m. Dinner will
be served starting at 5:00 p.m. This Wednesday meal will be Chicken &
Noodles served by Ladies Friendship Circle.

Ladies Friendship Circle will celebrate Christmas with our traditional social
gathering on Tuesday, December 16, at 1:00 in the fellowship hall. If you are
able, bring some finger food to share. We will nibble, chat, and participate in
a few Christmas activities. As a follow-up to our November meeting, you are
asked to bring a gift for New Life Pregnancy Center. This center truly is a
ministry. A list of their current needs is on the table in the back of the church
or in the kitchen. All are welcome!

Christmas Brunch will follow the Lessons & Carols service on Sunday, Dec. 21.
We hope you will be a part of this time of fellowship with one another!

Join us for a Christmas Cookie Exchange in the Fellowship Hall on Monday,
December 22nd at 6:00 PM. Please RSVP by December 19th in the back of the
church or by calling the church office. Come with 3-4 dozen cookies and



leave with an assortment of goodies! Want to share your recipe? Bring a copy
along and we will make copies to share. Guests may also participate in a
Christmas Sock Exchange if they so wish. To participate, simply bring a pair
of festive or funny socks filled with small items and tied with a ribbon to keep
its contents a surprise. We recommend spending no more than $15.

Bus Trip: Come celebrate the holidays with a trip to the Little Theatre on Wed,,
December 17. We will be traveling to Sullivan for the 2:00 p.m. performance of
the Million Dollar Quartet Christmas. Tickets are $44.00 each and may be
reserved by contacting the church office or Jerry Pelz at 217-433-2961.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 21 at 9:30 a.m. (One Service) Lessons & Carols Service
Wednesday, the 24™ at 2:30 & 4:30 p.m.  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Thursday, the 25" at 9:30 a.m. Christmas Service w/ Communion

Annual Mitten Christmas Tree is in the foyer. Please help decorate with
donated gloves, mittens, scarves, and hats to hang on the tree. All items will
e donated to Northeast Community Fund.

Poinsettias: Our Altar Guild has purchased artificial Poinsettias to use each
Christmas season due to the recurring cost and maintenance of live plants.
If you still wish to designate a Poinsettia in someone’s memory or honor,
please do so by Dec. 21st by using a Poinsettia offering envelope located on
the back table (a suggested donation is $20.00). Please contact the church
office with any questions.

LSA ReSale Shop: Did you know that we not only take donations on Thursday
2:00-6:00 PM, but we are OPEN for shoppers till 6:00 also! The Shop is open
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Monday — Wednesday & Friday — Saturday with Thursday
hours 9:00 AM — 6:00 PM. Other donation times are Monday & Tuesday 9:00
AM - 1:00 PM. The Shop offers clothes for everyone, shoes, purses, kitchen
items, décor of any kind, vintage items, seasonal decorations, etc. Stop by
the Shop at 421 E. Cerro Gordo or call 217-423-0122. Follow the Shop on
Facebook for the most up-to-date information!



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN'’S

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

B30 AVttt sn s Traditional Service
ISR Y Education Hour (FH)
DD AVt Confirmation
TI00 AlMucteetsetcsnessstsssessesssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssesssssssss Contemporary Service
12:30 P.M. ..o Church Luncheon & Pastor Adam'’s Sabbatical Report
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8

7100 Pttt ssssssss s s s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssasessasessas Boy Scouts
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9

10:00 AM. cooooooeeeeesreeeessseesssssesssssssessssssssssssssseses DMH Grief Support Group (Lounge)
12100 PoMuooieeenecenmecessaeeessssesssssesessssessssssesssssssssssssssssssessssssesssssssssssssessssssessssanecs Staff Meeting
B:30 Pl oo etectaeetseeaessssessssesssesssse s s s s sttt Lay Ministry
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10

10100 A-M. cooeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesessssesssesssssesssssesssseessesessssesseseesessseseesesseseeneees Adult Bible Study (FH)
BI00 P.M. ceeeremeeemnenemesessesesssesesssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssssessssses Advent Meal Begins
B:00 P.M. sttt tss st ssssssss st s ssssasssass s sesssssasssasssasssasssnnns Advent Services
7200 Pttt ss s s s sassassassassassassassassassassssssssasssessessessessesans Bells Rehearsal
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11

B:30 PV sttt sttt s st a st tnen TOPS
B:00 P.M. sttt tssstss s st s s ssssassssss s s s s sasssasssasssasssanes Choir Rehearsal
7200 PiMuccecersecenseceiseeessesesssesssssesesssesssssesesssesssssessssssssssesssssssssssasssssessans Worship Practice
FRIDAY, DECEMBEER 12

No church activities scheduled.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

No church activities scheduled.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14

B30 AM. ettt Traditional Service
Q1D AM.eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeesesseesessseseseeseseeseesessseessseessesessessessessessssssees Education Hour (FH)
DD A Mt Confirmation

TEO0 Al sssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssassssases Contemporary Service



