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Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 Good morning and a blessed welcome to you!  It is an honor to have you 
worshiping with us this morning and we prayer that you find great comfort and 
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!  
 

At St. John’s we are pleased to offer two styles of worship services on Sunday 
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service, we offer familiar hymns and rich, 
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 
a.m. contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. 
service, but in an informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We 
encourage you to try both worship styles! Thank you for worshiping with us; we 
would love to have you join us again! 
 

(If you need assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the 
ushers.) 
 

Contact Us 
2727 North Union Boulevard, Decatur, IL 62526 

Phone: (217) 875-3656; website:   www.stjohnsdecatur.com 
Church office hours:  8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Monday - Friday 

Members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod & Unity Christian School 

                       
 

St. John’s Staff 
   Rev. Adam Ray, Lead Pastor               Georgia Newman, Office Manager 
    pastoradam@stjohnsdecatur.com           georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com 
   Rev. Aaron Bird, Assoc. Pastor                  Carol Reynolds, Financial Secretary 
   pastoraaron@stjohnsdecatur.com           carolr@stjohnsdecatur.com 
  Ted Hesse, Worship Music Director  Jeff Miller, Custodian 
   tedh@stjohnsdecaur.com 

 
 

Unity Christian School Faculty & Staff – Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Ciara Collins     Angela Martinek           Jeff Salefski 
Brenda Salogga   Melissa Saurmann    Kelly Smith 
Lindsay Tipsword   Stephanie Wilkerson 

http://www.stjohnsdecatur.com/
mailto:pastoradam@stjohnsdecatur.com
mailto:georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 31, 2025 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Our Vision:  Grounded in Christ, Growing in Faith, Branching to Others 
 

Pre-Service Music And A Time For Prayer 
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have 
you worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find 
great comfort and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!  
Thank you for worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us 
again!    
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

WELCOME & GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG 
Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now                   LSB 902 

 

INVOCATION 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 

us.  
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

L: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father: 
C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 



eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen.  

 

L: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

SALUTATION 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD   
New Testament Revelation 21:1-7 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,  
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, 
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5 And he who 
was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And 
he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life 
without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will 
be his God and he will be my son. (ESV) 
 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 



Epistle           Hebrews 10:23-25 | 12:1-3 
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to 
love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near. 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so 
closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who 
endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not 
grow weary or fainthearted. (ESV) 
  

L:  This is the Word of our Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
 

Holy Gospel         John 14:1-8 
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung)  

 

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In 
my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you 
may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.”  5 Thomas said 
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would 
have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have 
seen him.” (ESV) 
 

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 



C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)  
 

SERMON HYMN  
The Night Will Soon Be Ending (v. 1, 3-5) LSB 337 
 

SERMON  “We ENDURE to the End” 
Hebrews 10:23-25, 12:1-3 

                                                              Pastor Aaron Bird 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

OFFERING 
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at 

www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy,” 
People respond with: “hear our prayer.” 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

SENDING SONG 
The Day is Surely Drawing Near (Vv. 1-2, 5-7)               LSB 508 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 



Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
August 31, 2025 

11:00 a.m. 
 

OPENING SONGS 
Everlasting God 
Hymn of Heaven 

 

WELCOME & GREETING 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PRAYER 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
I Speak Jesus 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Hebrews 10:23-25, 12:1-3 

John 14:1-8 
 

SERMON 
“We ENDURE to the End” 
Hebrews 10:23-25, 12:1-3 

Pastor Aaron Bird 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

PRAYERS 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
 

SENDING SONG 
For All You’ve Done 

 
 



SUNDAY SERVANTS 
Preacher ................................................................................................................... Pastor Aaron Bird 
Reader ........................................................................................................................................ Jan Bryant 
Lay Minister ................................................................................................... 8:30 – David Salogga 

11:00 – John Hubert 
Organist ..................................................................................................................................... Ted Hesse 
Ushers  ............................................................................................................... 8:30 – Brady Fawcett  

11:00 – Dan Zimmerman 
Computer ................................................................................................. 8:30 – Brandon Patzwitz 

11:00 – Elle Hesse 
Live Stream  ..................................................................................................... 8:30 – Matt Cushing 
Camera .............................................................................................................. 8:30 – Matt Cushing 
Sound .............................................................................................. 8:30/11:00 – Brandon Patzwitz 
Vocals .................................................................. Becky Dosien, Kristin Hesse, Ted Hesse 
Acoustic Guitar ................................................................................................... Wendy Salefski 
Piano ......................................................................................................................... Angela Cushing 
 
 

OUR MISSION We are restored to God through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. As a family of Christians, we are dedicated to the love and 
forgiveness of Christ as we reach out, preach and teach the truth of God’s 
Word to each other, our community and the world. 
 

IN NEED OF PRAYER: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the 
prayer chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer 
chain with an update of your prayer request. 
 

IN THE MILITARY: Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly Chaney, Kristel 
Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Logan Cline, Tristin Comer, Randy 
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah Lung, 
Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Goodson, Tyler Salefski 

 
 
 
 



CONGREGATION NEWS 
 

The Old Fashion Church Picnic is just one week from today, Sunday, 
September 7th, 3:00-6:00! Sign up now at the table by the front door.  
Barbecue sandwiches, chips, and drinks will be provided.  Families who 
attend will be asked to bring a side dish or dessert.  Expect to have fun 
playing (or just watching) a variety of indoor and outdoor games for 
“youngsters” of all ages! 
  

Euchre Tournament: Get your partner and join us for a Euchre Tournament 
at the Old Fashion Church Picnic.  Please contact Jerry Pelz at 217-433-2961, 
if you wish to participate.    
 

Do you love to sing?  St. John’s Choir needs your voice! Please join us for 
Choir Rehearsal beginning on Thursday, September 11th at 6:00 p.m.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Ted Hesse. 
 

5th Annual St. John's Golf Scramble Fun-Raiser to be held September 28, 
at 1:30 at the Moweaqua Golf Course. Cost is $400 per team. Includes golf, 
prizes, and dinner afterwards. Proceeds go back to the church through 
various needs and governed by Lay Ministry Board. Don’t want to golf? Join 
us for dinner only at $15 for first person and $10 for each additional family 
member. Sign-up sheets are available on the back table. Deadline is 
September 13.  
 

Pastor Adam’s Sabbatical: Pastor Adam and his family (Amanda, Kaylee, 
and Matteo) are away from St. John’s during Pastor Adam’s Sabbatical. 
Please continue to pray for them as they continue along this path of 
renewal and reflection. Please direct any pastoral needs to Pastor Aaron. 
 

New Life Pregnancy Center: We are asking the congregation to donate to 
New Life Pregnancy Center through the end of August. Please leave items 
in the box at the back of the sanctuary. Items requested are: Baby Body 
Wash, Adult Body Wash, Pacifiers, Baby Wash Cloths, Baby Socks, Kids 
Socks. Thank you! 
 



DID YOU KNOW? We need approximately 100 volunteers to be characters 
for Living Nativity! Living Nativity is right around the corner and we need 
your help!  Please mark your calendars for November 22 and 23. If you 
have any questions, please contact Cathi Tavarczky 217-433-0447 
 

Church Balcony: The balcony is getting too full of storage items.  Please 
do not add anymore items up in the balcony.  We are concerned about 
the weight limit.  Thank you. -Properties Team 
 

Seeking Names: St. John’s is seeking to call a Director of Faith Formation! 
As we begin this process, we are gathering names of potential candidates 
for the position. How can you help? 1) Review the job description (located 
on the back table) 2) Spread the word - share this news with family, 
friends, and any LCMS contacts! 3) Let us know of any possible 
candidates! Contact Rachel Tavarczky (rtavarczky@gmail.com). 
 

LWML Fall Rally is Thurs., Sept. 18 at 5pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 
 

NECF Farm to Fund Event: Saturday, September 27th at 6:00 p.m.  RSVP by 
Friday, September 19 by visiting: FARMTOFUND.COM 
 

LSA ReSale Shop: September brings our semi-annual 10-cent sale along 
with restocking and reopening. Thurs., Sept. is the 10-cent sale from 9:00 
AM - Noon.  The shop will be closed Friday & Saturday, Sept. 12 & 13 for 
restocking.  Volunteers are needed for our restocking, come anytime! If 
you have questions, contact the shop at 217-423-0122.  The shop will re-
open on Monday, Sept. 15 with all new fall/winter/holiday merchandise. 
 

Camp CILCA Whippoorwill Challenge: Friday, Sept. 12 at Hickory Point Golf 
Course. Check-in begins at 11:00.  To register, email to revdms@gmail.com 
or call 309-335-1532.  Registration deadline is Sept. 8th. Cost is $70. 
Proceeds will go to Camp CILCA and the CILCA Endowment Fund.   
 

Mt. Calvary Holiday Bazaar is looking for vendors for our Heavenly 
Holidays Bazaar. It is Saturday, Dec. 6. All items must be handmade and 

mailto:rtavarczky@gmail.com
mailto:revdms@gmail.com


since we have a cookie walk, no cookies. If you want further info call 
Debbie Koester at 217-972-0774 or email 2dkoester@gmail.com.  
 
 

Last Week’s Giving 
Weekly Needed ........................................................................................................................... $12,403.85 
General Fund ............................................................................................................................... $10,838.00 
Online Giving ......................................................................................................................................... 633.10 
Total Giving ........................................................................................................................................ $11,471.10 

Last Week’s Attendance 
8:30 a.m.  ......................................................................................................................................................... 123 
11:00 a.m. ........................................................................................................................................................... 60 
Total.................................................................................................................................................................... 183 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 31 
8:30 A.M. .............................................................................................................. Traditional Service 
9:45 A.M. ......................................................................................................... Education Hour  (FH) 
11:00 A.M. .................................................................................................... Contemporary Service 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1  
Labor Day – Church Office Closed 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
1:00 P.M. ............................................................................................................................ Staff Meeting 
5:30 P.M. ............................................................................................ Outreach Ministry Meeting 
6:00 P.M. ...................................................................................... Discipleship Ministry Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
No church activities scheduled. 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 
5:30 P.M. .................................................................................................................................... TOPS (FH) 
7:00 P.M. ................................................................................................................... Worship Practice 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 
No church activities scheduled. 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
No church activities scheduled. 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
8:30 A.M. .............................................................................................................. Traditional Service 
9:45 A.M. .......................................................................................................... Education Hour (FH) 
11:00 A.M. .................................................................................................... Contemporary Service 
2:30 P.M. .............................................................. Confirmation Information Meeting (FH) 
3-6:00 P.M. ....................................................................................... Old Fashion Church Picnic 


