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Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 Good morning and a blessed welcome to you!  It is an honor to have you 
worshiping with us this morning and we prayer that you find great comfort and 
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!  
 

At St. John’s we are pleased to offer two styles of worship services on Sunday 
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service, we offer familiar hymns and rich, 
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m. 
contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service, but 
in an informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to 
try both worship styles! Thank you for worshiping with us; we would love to have 
you join us again! 
 

(If you need assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the 
ushers.) 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord’s Supper, we do not want to 
compromise any portion of God’s Word among us.  Because Scripture states that the Lord’s 
Supper can be taken to one’s spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all visitors to 
refer to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord’s Supper before communing: 
 

I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. I am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith in 
Jesus.  I am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in Him.  I 
believe when I receive the bread, I am receiving the true body of Christ, and when I receive 
the wine, I am receiving the true blood of Jesus.  I believe that when I receive His true body 
and blood my sins are forgiven, I am given power over sin, death and the devil, and the gift 
of eternal life.  My faith is completely in the words of Jesus. 
 

The Lord’s Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one 
hand, and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand 
(Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 10:16–17). Those who receive the body and the blood of the Lord do so in 
terms of their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants.  Therefore, 
all baptized believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran teaching of the 
Lord’s Supper are welcome to attend.  As always, we encourage you to speak with Pastor 
Adam or Pastor Aaron with any questions or concerns.  Thank you. 
 

Disabled – The pastor and lay minister will gladly commune anyone unable to come to 
the communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know before the service begins. 



Second Sunday of Lent 
March 16, 2025 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Our Vision:  Grounded in Christ, Growing in Faith, Branching to Others 
 

Pre-Service Music And A Time For Prayer 
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have 
you worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great 
comfort and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness!  Thank 
you for worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us again!    
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

WELCOME & GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG 
Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens                                                  LSB 589 

1 Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens,       
Let Your Word to me come near; 

     Newborn life and spirit give me,             
Let each promise still my fear. 

     Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife,   
Wars against Your Word of life; 

     Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor    
That I cling to You forever! 

 

2 Oh, what blessing to be near You     
And to listen to Your voice; 

      Let me ever love and hear You,    
Let Your Word be now my choice! 

      Many hardened sinners, Lord,    
Flee in terror at Your Word; 

      But to all who feel sin’s burden    
You give words of peace and pardon. 



 

3 Lord, Your words are waters living      
When my thirsting spirit pleads. 

      Lord, Your words are bread life-giving;   
On Your words my spirit feeds. 

      Lord, Your words will be my light 
      Through death’s cold and dreary night; 
      Yes, they are my sword prevailing   

And my cup of joy unfailing! 
 

4 As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me;  
Let Your words in me take root. 

       May Your Spirit e’er be near me  
That I bear abundant fruit. 

       May I daily sing Your praise,        
From my heart glad anthems raise, 

       Till my highest praise is given   
In the endless joy of heaven. 

 

INVOCATION 
L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

OPENING SENTENCES (Psalm 4:1, 3) 
L: Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! 
C: Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 
 

L: Know that the Lord has set apart the godly for Himself; 
C: the Lord hears when I call to Him. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
L: As we eagerly await our final transformation as citizens of heaven on 

the day of resurrection, let us above all pursue steadfastness of faith, 
turning to God and His word so that we would rely on the power and 
promises of God our heavenly Father. In the assurance of His mercy, 
we confess our sins together: 



C: O almighty God, our Father in heaven, we come to You in our 
weakness seeking the strength of Your grace and blessing. Our sins 
wear us down and damage our relationships. Make us desire all that 
You promise and to firmly believe in Your forgiveness and help now 
and for all our days. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.  

 

L: Even amid the challenges and hardships of life in faith in this world, as 
citizens of the kingdom of God we have the assurance of grace 
abounding throughout our days. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue 
of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

SALUTATION 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L:       Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, as false prophets and teachers have arisen among 
Your people in all ages, and as temptations of our flesh and the world 
continue to rage against us, give us such devotion to the truth of Your 
Word that we may stand firm in steadfast faith all our days; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:      Amen 
 

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD        

Old Testament Psalm 119:9-16 
9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to 
your word. 10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your 



commandments! 11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not 
sin against you. 12 Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your statutes! 
13 With my lips I declare all the rules of your mouth. 14 In the way of your 
testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. 15 I will meditate on your 
precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. 16 I will delight in your statutes; 
I will not forget your word. (ESV) 
 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD  
New Testament                  Philippians 4:4-9 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be 
with you. (ESV) 
 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SERMON  “Celebration of Discipline: Study” 
  Psalm 119:9-16, Philippians 4:4-9 

                                                                 Pastor Adam Ray 
 

NICENE CREED 
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 



worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

OFFERING 
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at 

www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy.” 
People respond with: “hear our prayer.” 
Pastor: Almighty God, we give You thanks for Your gift and creation of 

faith in our hearts and minds. By this faith, we greatly rejoice in 
the power of Your Word and Spirit that gives us strength and 
confidence to face all the challenges we encounter. We live out 
that faith in praise of Your goodness and mercy and in love 
towards all who are in need of Your help and salvation. We ask 
You to hear our prayers and grant us Your help. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: For Your holy church throughout the world, all Christians 



redeemed by the blood of Christ, inspire firm and steadfast faith 
in Your truth that we all may remain faithful in the face of any and 
every challenge that would seek to cause us to fall. Preserve us 
and help us counter all false teachings that seek to contradict 
Your truth. Save us from all temptations of the devil, the world, 
and our own sinful flesh that we may live with integrity and in 
peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Give to all pastors, teachers, and all who serve in Your church 
Your wisdom and grace that they be instruments of Your mercy 
to all. Bless all missionaries, granting them success in their 
ministries and safety, especially in challenging circumstances. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Inspire in our nation justice, honor, and peace. Grant health and 
wisdom to all who bear office in our land and help them to serve 
this people according to Your gracious will. Be at work in our 
hearts and lives that we would strive for unity and peace, rather 
than fuel the fires of division and discord. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: By Your Word and Spirit grant healing and comfort to all who are 
in sorrow, sickness, or any adversity. Be with all those who suffer 
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on all to whom death draws 
near. Give steadfastness of faith to all who endure any and every 
challenge to living according to Your will. Especially… (special 
prayers) Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord, we pray for the ministry you have entrusted to us here at St. 
John’s. Help us to be wise and faithful stewards; give us wisdom, 
discernment, and a passion to serve; bless our efforts as we seek 
to Call a Director of Faith Formation; and bless our staff and all of 



our servant leaders as they seek to lead Your people and join You 
in Your mission. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who taught us to pray together… 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PREFACE (responses sung)  
L: The Lord be with you.               
C: And also with you. 
 

L: Lift up your hearts.              
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
L: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil 
and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we 
might be prepared joyfully to celebrate this Holy Meal in sincerity and 
truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and singing: 

 



  

SANCTUS (sung) 
C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are 

full of your glory.  Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
L:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

L:  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI (sung) 
C:  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, 
grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
L:  Take, eat this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Given 

into death for all of your sins. Take, drink this is the true blood of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ shed for you for the forgiveness of all of your 
sins. 

 

Now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
strengthen and keep you in the one true faith to life everlasting, 



knowing that your sins are forgiven in His name. Depart in Peace.  
C: Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
Jesus Comes Today with Healing              LSB 620 

1 Jesus comes today with healing,   
Knocking at my door, appealing, 
Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace.  
He Himself makes preparation, 
And I hear His invitation:    
“Come and taste the blessèd feast.” 

 

2 Christ Himself, the priest presiding,  
Yet in bread and wine abiding 
In this holy sacrament,    
Gives the bread of life, once broken, 
And the cup, the precious token   
Of His sacred covenant. 

 

3 Under bread and wine, though lowly,  
I receive the Savior holy, 
Blood and body, giv’n for me,   
Very Lamb of God from heaven, 
Who to bitter death was given,   
Hung upon the cursèd tree. 

 

4 God descends with heav’nly power,  
Gives Himself to me this hour 
In this ordinary sign.     
On my tongue His pledge receiving, 
I accept His grace, believing   
That I taste His love divine. 

 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor,  



Whose own feast of love I savor, 
Bidden by His gracious call.   
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me,  
Fits me for the royal hall. 

 

6 Now have I found consolation,   
Comfort in my tribulation, 
Balm to heal the troubled soul.   
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error,   
Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

 

O Holy Spirit, Grant us Grace                LSB 693 
1 O Holy Spirit, grant us grace       

That we our Lord and Savior 
In faith and fervent love embrace      
And truly serve Him ever. 
The hour of death cannot bring loss      
When we are sheltered by the cross 
That canceled our transgressions. 

 

2 Help us that we Thy saving Word       
In faithful hearts may treasure; 
Let e’er that Bread of Life afford        
New grace in richest measure. 
O make us die to ev’ry sin,        
Each day create new life within, 
That fruits of faith may flourish. 

 

3 And when our earthly race is run,       
Death’s bitter hour impending, 
Then may Thy work in us begun       
Continue till life’s ending, 
Until we gladly may commend       



Our souls into our Savior’s hand, 
The crown of life obtaining. 

 
Renew Me, O Eternal Light                LSB 704 
1 Renew me, O eternal Light,       

And let my heart and soul be bright, 
Illumined with the light of grace     
That issues from Your holy face. 

 

2    Remove the pow'r of sin from me      
     And cleanse all my impurity 
      That I may have the strength and will   
      Temptations of the flesh to still. 
 

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord,  
That gladly I obey Your Word. 
Let what You will be my desire,   
And with new life my soul inspire. 

 

4       Grant that I only You may love    
         And seek those things which are above 
         Till I behold You face to face,   
         O Light eternal, through Your grace. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Lutheran School Week) 
 

BENEDICTION 
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG 
Almighty God, Your Word is Cast                                                 LSB 577 
1  Almighty God, Your Word is cast   Like seed into the ground;  



Now let the dew of heav'n descend  And righteous fruits abound.  
 

2  Let not the sly satanic foe    This holy seed remove,  
But give it root in ev'ry heart    To bring forth fruits of love.  

 

3  Let not the world's deceitful cares  The rising plant destroy,  
But let it yield a hundredfold    The fruits of peace and joy.  

 

4  So when the precious seed is sown,  Life-giving grace bestow That 
all whose souls the truth receive  Its saving pow'r may know. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 

Last Week’s Giving 
 

Weekly Needed .................................................................................................................... $12,403.85 
General Fund ......................................................................................................................... $12,645.00 
Online Giving ............................................................................................................................. $2,245.18 
Total Giving .............................................................................................................................. $14,890.18 

 

Last Week’s Attendance 
 

8:30 a.m.  ..................................................................................................................................................... 116 
11:00 a.m. ....................................................................................................................................................... 62 
Total ..............................................................................................................................................................  178 
Ash Wednesday Service ................................................................................................................... 70 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Second Sunday of Lent 
March 16, 2025 | 11:00 a.m. 

 

OPENING SONGS 
There’s Nothing That Our God Can’t Do 

Firm Foundation 
 

WELCOME & GREETING 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PRAYER 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
Awesome God 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Old Testament      Psalm 119:9-16 
9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to 
your word. 10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your 
commandments! 11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not 
sin against you. 12 Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your statutes! 
13 With my lips I declare all the rules of your mouth. 14 In the way of your 
testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. 15 I will meditate on your 
precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. 16 I will delight in your statutes; 
I will not forget your word. (ESV) 
 

New Testament                  Philippians 4:4-9 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 



praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be 
with you. (ESV) 

 

SERMON 
“Celebration of Discipline: Study” 
Psalm 119:9-16, Philippians 4:4-9 

Pastor Adam Ray 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 
the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 
Amazing Grace 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Lutheran School Week) 

 



BLESSING 
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG 
This is Our God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUNDAY SERVANTS 
Preacher ...................................................................................................................... Pastor Adam Ray 
Reader ................................................................................................................................................ Jill Davis 
Communion Helper ...................................................................... Jason Frisby & Jeff Salefski 
Lay Minister .................................................................................................... 8:30 – Steve Craycroft 

11:00 – Matt Cushing 
Organist ................................................................................................................................. Sharon Cripe 
Ushers  .................................................................................................................. 8:30 – Brady Fawcett 

11:00 – Tom Schollenbruch 
Computer ............................................................................................................. 8:30 – Mike Patzwitz 

11:00 – Pat Robinson 
Live Stream  ........................................................................................................ 8:30 – Matt Cushing 
Camera ................................................................................................................. 8:30 – Matt Cushing 
Sound .............................................................................................................. 8:30 – Brandon Patzwitz 

11:00 – Brandon Patzwitz  
Vocals .......................................................... Amanda Ray, Lindsay Tipsword, Ted Hesse 
Acoustic Guitar ........................................................................................................ Nathaniel Stoll 
Piano ............................................................................................................................ Angela Cushing 
 

 
OUR MISSION We are restored to God through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. As a family of Christians, we are dedicated to the love and 
forgiveness of Christ as we reach out, preach and teach the truth of God’s 
Word to each other, our community and the world. 
 

IN NEED OF PRAYER: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the 
prayer chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer 
chain with an update of your prayer request. 
 

IN THE MILITARY: Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly Chaney, Kristel 
Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Tristin Comer, Randy Edwards, Caleb 
Goodson, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah Lung, Nathan Lung, Andrew 
Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Goodson, Tyler Salefski 

 
 



CONGREGATION NEWS 
 

  

Voter’s Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 16th at 9:45 a.m. (during 
the Education Hour) in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Ladies Friendship Circle is this Tuesday at 1:00. Our guest speaker will be 
from the Decatur Park District. We will learn about indoor and outdoor 
programs, onetime events, and ongoing activities, all with opportunities 
for active as well as sedentary participants. The presentation will start at 
1:30 so spouses might want to attend. Friends always are welcome! 
  

Lent Series: Join us this Lenten season as we explore and engage 6 spiritual 
disciplines from the book Celebration of Discipline. Our topics will include: 
Fasting; Study; Submission; Solitude; Guidance; and Worship. The series 
kicks off on Sunday, March 9th!  
 

Lenten Wednesday Meal will begin at 5:00 p.m.  The meals will be provided 
by the Youth, and all donations will go toward their NYG trip. Meal for 3/19 
will be Pasta Bar. 
 

Taste of New Orleans and Dessert Auction - Sunday, March 23, 3p-6p.  We 
are looking for brave souls who are willing to bring a New Orleans inspired 
dish to share to our next Youth Gathering fundraiser!  Delicious options like 
jambalaya, gumbo, red beans & rice, bananas foster and more could be 
on display for people to taste...but we need your help!  If you'd be willing to 
donate a dish to share, sign-up sheets are on the back table or contact the 
church office or Angela Cushing at aocushing@gmail.com. 
 

Church Pews will be cleaned on Thurs., March 27th at 8:30 a.m.  If you can 
help, bring your bucket and gloves.  We will supply the cleaning materials. 
 

We need Bell Ringers, if you are interested, please contact Ted Hesse or 
the church office. 
 

Good Samaritan Inn: St. John's will host the noon meal at Good Samaritan 
Inn on Sunday, March 30th.  Volunteers are appreciated and please arrive 

mailto:aocushing@gmail.com


around 10:45 a.m. We are also in need of cookie donations for the 
dessert.  If you are interested in volunteering or donating cookies, please 
call the church office.  Please have the cookies in the church kitchen by the 
end of the early service on March 30th.   
 

Bus Trips: There are three trips planned for the summer season at the Little 
Theatre.  The dates are June 25th (Ring of Fire, Johnny Cash), July 25th 
(Sound of Music), and August 14th (Forever Plaid). If you are interested, 
please contact Jerry Pelz (217-433-2961) or the church office. The cost is 
$42.00 per ticket, which covers ticket, game, and ticket for the bus driver.  
 

Seeking Names: St. John’s is seeking to call a Director of Faith Formation! 
As we begin this process, we are gathering names of potential candidates 
for the position. How can you help? 1) Review the job description (located 
on the back table) 2) Spread the word - share this news with family, friends, 
and any LCMS contacts! 3) Let us know of any possible candidates! 
Contact Rachel Tavarczky (rtavarczky@gmail.com) or Pastor Adam. 
 

Unity Lutheran School Week: "We had the best week at Unity celebrating 
Lutheran Schools Week! With fun dress-up days, a mobile zoo, comfort 
dogs, games, & a school assembly, we feel so grateful to be able to provide 
top-quality Christian education to our students. We also feel grateful for a 
spring break week to rest & recover! If you would like to still donate to our 
New Projector Fund, please go to unitydecatur.org. Thank you for your 
continued partnership as we prepare Leaders for Life who impact the world 
for Jesus." 
 

Do you have used furniture you no longer need? Unity Christian School is 
collecting quality used furniture items over the month of March and 
hosting a furniture resale weekend on April 11th and 12th. We can pick up or 
you can drop your furniture off at St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Email 
furniture@unitydecatur.org with a photo and estimated measurements of 
your item and we'll get back to you regarding scheduling a pick up or drop 
off time. More details to come on the resale weekend, which will be held at 
St. Paul's. All proceed will directly benefit Unity's Scholarship Fund.  

mailto:rtavarczky@gmail.com
http://unitydecatur.org/
mailto:furniture@unitydecatur.org


 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 16 
8:30 A.M. .............................................................................................................. Traditional Service 
9:45 A.M. .......................................................................................................... Voter’s Meeting (FH) 
11:00 A.M. .................................................................................................... Contemporary Service 
1-4:00 P.M. .................................................................... Fellowship Hall & Kitchen Reserved 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 17 
7:00 P.M. ..................................................................................................................... Boy Scouts (FH) 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 18 
1:00 P.M. ........................................................................................ Ladies Friendship Circle (FH) 
1:00 P.M. ............................................................................................................................ Staff Meeting 
6:30 P.M. ............................................................................................... Lay Ministry Meeting (FH)  
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19 
10:00 A.M. ..................................................................................................... Adult Bible Study (FH) 
5:00 P.M. ................................................................................................................... Meal (Pasta Bar) 
6:00 P.M. .............................................................................................................................. Lent Service 
7:00 P.M. ....................................................................................................................... Bells Rehearsal 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 20 
5:30 P.M. .................................................................................................................................... TOPS (FH) 
6:00 P.M. ..................................................................................................................... Choir Rehearsal  
7:00 P.M. ................................................................................................................... Worship Practice 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 21 
No church activities scheduled. 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 22 
No church activities scheduled. 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 23 
8:30 A.M. .............................................................................................................. Traditional Service 
9:45 A.M. ..................................................................................................................... Education Hour 
11:00 A.M. .................................................................................................... Contemporary Service 
3-6:00 P.M. ....................................................................................... Taste of New Orleans (FH) 


