
 

All Saints Sunday 

November 6, 2022 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 



Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you 

worshipping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort and 

peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! If you are visiting with us 

today, please take one of the visitor gift bags from the visitors’ center.  
 

At St. John’s we are pleased to offer a variety of service formats on Sunday 

morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service we offer familiar hymns and rich, 

traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m. 

contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service but in an 

informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try both 

worship styles! Thank you for worshipping with us; we would love to have you join 

us again! 
 

(If you need any assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the 

ushers.) 

 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord’s Supper, we do not want to 

compromise any portion of God’s Word among us.  Because Scripture states that the Lord’s 

Supper can be taken to one’s spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all visitors to 

refer to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord’s Supper before communing: 

 

I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. I am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith in 

Jesus.  I am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in 

Him.  I believe when I receive the bread, I am receiving the true body of Christ, and when I 

receive the wine, I am receiving the true blood of Jesus.  I believe that when I receive His 

true body and blood my sins are forgiven, I am given power over sin, death and the devil, 

and the gift of eternal life.  My faith is completely in the words of Jesus. 

 

The Lord’s Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one 

hand, and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand (Matt. 

26:28; 1 Cor. 10:16–17). Those who receive the body and the blood of the Lord do so in 

terms of their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants.  Therefore, 

all baptized believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran teaching of the 

Lord’s Supper are welcome to attend.  As always, we encourage you to speak with Pastor 

Ray with any questions or concerns.  Thank you. 

 

Disabled – The pastor and lay minister will gladly commune anyone unable to come to the 

communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know before the service begins. 



TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

NOVEMBER 6, 2022 
8:30 A.M.  

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC AND A TIME FOR PRAYER 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

WELCOME/GREETING 
 

OPENING HYMN  

On Eagles Wing                                       LSB 727 

 

INVOCATION 

 

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 124:8; Isaiah 2:3, 5 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

L: Despite God’s call for us to stand firm, we have failed to do so. Despite God’s 

gift of eternal comfort, we have sought temporal comforts that have led us 

away from Him. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to return to Him and seek 

His forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

L: Heavenly Father, 

C: we confess that we have placed our hope in the things of this world. We 

have looked for comfort from idols of our own making rather than from 

You. We have faltered and fallen and failed. Forgive us, renew us, and 

restore us, on account of Jesus. Amen. 

 

L: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you, and for 

His sake, He restores your hope and comfort. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. We are forgiven. We have eternal comfort in Jesus. 

 

KYRIE (responses sung)   

 



SALUTATION 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD         
Old Testament                                                        Exodus 3:1-15 
1
 One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of 

Midian. He led the flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of 

God. 
2 
There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle 

of a bush. Moses stared in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it 

didn’t burn up. 
3 
“This is amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush 

burning up? I must go see it.” 
4 
When the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer 

look, God called to him from the middle of the bush, “Moses! Moses!” “Here I 

am!” Moses replied. 
5 
“Do not come any closer,” the Lord warned. “Take off your 

sandals, for you are standing on holy ground. 
6 
I am the God of your father—the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, 

he covered his face because he was afraid to look at God. 
7 
Then the Lord told him, 

“I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their cries 

of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their 

suffering. 
8 
So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians 

and lead them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land 

flowing with milk and honey—the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 

Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. 
9 
Look! The cry of the people of Israel 

has reached me, and I have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse them. 
10 

Now go, 

for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt.” 
11 

But Moses protested to God, “Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to 

lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?” 
12 

God answered, “I will be with you. And 

this is your sign that I am the one who has sent you: When you have brought the 

people out of Egypt, you will worship God at this very mountain.” 
13 

But Moses 

protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors 

has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should I tell 

them?” 
14 

God replied to Moses, “I am who I am. Say this to the people of Israel: I 

am has sent me to you.” 
15 

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: 

Yahweh, the God of your ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my eternal name, my name to 

remember for all generation (NLT) 

 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



New Testament                      Revelation 7:9-17 
9 

After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and 

people and language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They 

were clothed in white robes and held palm branches in their hands. 
10

 And they 

were shouting with a great roar, “Salvation comes from our God who sits on the 

throne and from the Lamb!” 
11

 And all the angels were standing around the throne 

and around the elders and the four living beings. And they fell before the throne 

with their faces to the ground and worshiped God. 
12

 They sang, “Amen! Blessing 

and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and strength belong 

to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
13 

Then one of the twenty-four elders asked 

me, “Who are these who are clothed in white? Where did they come from?” 
14

 And 

I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are the 

ones who died in the great tribulation. They have washed their robes in the blood of 

the Lamb and made them white. 
15

 “That is why they stand in front of God’s throne 

and serve him day and night in his Temple. And he who sits on the throne will give 

them shelter. 
16 

They will never again be hungry or thirsty; they will never be 

scorched by the heat of the sun. 
17

For the Lamb on the throne will be their 

Shepherd. He will lead them to springs of life-giving water. And God will wipe 

every tear from their eyes.” 

 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE  

 

HOLY GOSPEL                           Luke 20:27-40 

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twentieth chapter.   

C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)  

 
27 

Then Jesus was approached by some Sadducees—religious leaders who say there 

is no resurrection from the dead. 
28 

They posed this question: “Teacher, Moses gave 

us a law that if a man dies, leaving a wife but no children, his brother should marry 

the widow and have a child who will carry on the brother’s name. 
29 

Well, suppose 

there were seven brothers. The oldest one married and then died without 

children. 
30 

So the second brother married the widow, but he also died. 
31 

Then the 

third brother married her. This continued with all seven of them, who died without 

children. 
32 

Finally, the woman also died. 
33 

So tell us, whose wife will she be in the 

resurrection? For all seven were married to her!” 
34 

Jesus replied, “Marriage is for 

people here on earth. 
35 

But in the age to come, those worthy of being raised from 

the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage. 
36 

And they will never die 



again. In this respect they will be like angels. They are children of God and children 

of the resurrection. 
37 

“But now, as to whether the dead will be raised—even Moses 

proved this when he wrote about the burning bush. Long after Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob had died, he referred to the Lord as ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob.’ 
38 

So he is the God of the living, not the dead, for they are all 

alive to him.” 
39 

“Well said, Teacher!” remarked some of the teachers of religious 

law who were standing there. 
40 

And then no one dared to ask him any more 

questions. (NLT)  

 

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung) 

 

SERMON                          “For Whom the Bells Tolls” 

Revelation 7:9-17 

                             Pastor Adam Ray 

 

NICENE CREED 

 

OFFERING         
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at 

www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving. 

 

BELL TOLLING FOR OUR DEPARTED SAINTS 

Kathryn Brink    Marvin Rowland        Lloyd Schumacher 

William Herst    Theresa Rubin         Walter Sroka 

Richard Hoffman   Delfino Ruffini         William Wond 

Gerda Paine    Virginia Sampson        John Wyant 

Leona Palat    Russell Schultz         Eileen Zilz 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy…” 

People respond with:  “hear our prayer.” 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

PREFACE  (responses sung)  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving


SANCTUS (Divine Service, Setting One) (sung) 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

AGNUS DEI (sung) 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

I Know That My Redeemer Lives (Vv. 1-6)          LSB 461  

Your Table I Approach                LSB 628 

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing (Vv.1-6)          LSB 633 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

SENDING SONG  
How Firm a Foundation                                                           LSB 728 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Giving 

Weekly Needed.............................................................................................. $12,403.85 

General Fund ................................................................................................... $7,813.00 

Online Offering................................................................................................................  

Total ................................................................................................................. $7,813.00 

 

Last Week’s Attendance 

8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 164 

11:00 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 67 

Total ........................................................................................................................... 231 

Wednesday Adult Bible Study .................................................................................... 17 

 

 

 



TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

NOVEMBER 6, 2022 

11:00 A.M. 
 

OPENING PRAISE SONGS 

House of the Lord 

Mighty Warrior 
 

WELCOME/GREETING 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 

Living Hope 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Revelation 7:9-17 
 

SERMON 
"For Whom the Bell Tolls” 

Revelation 7:9-17 

Pastor Adam Ray 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

PRAYERS 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

COMMUNION 

Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING SONG 

This Is Amazing Grace 
 

BLESSING 

 

 

 



 

Sunday Servants 
Preacher ...........................................................................................  Pastor Adam Ray 

Worship Leader ................................................................................ Pastor Aaron Bird 

Reader ............................................................................................................. AJ Clapp 

Communion Helper ................................................................................... Jeff Salefski 

Lay Minister ................................................................................ 8:30 – Troy Harrison 

                                                                                                 11:00 – Paul Stanizone 

Organist........................................................................................................  Carol Pelz 

Ushers .......................................................................................... 8:30 – Dave Munson  

                                                                                11:00 – Dan Murphey/Tim Wisler 

Computer ................................................................................ 8:30 – Debbie Craycroft 

                                                                                                  11:00 – Ava Saurmann 

Live Stream ........................................................................... 8:30 – Lindsay Tipsword 

Camera ............................................................................................. 8:30 – Eric Brown 

Sound .......................................................................................................... Doug Hicks 
 

Thank You for Your Service! 
 

Praise Team 

Vocals .......................................................  Ted Hesse, Kelli Langston, Janice Wright 

Acoustic Guitar .................................................................................... Wendy Salefski 

Piano ............................................................................................................. Ted Hesse 

 
 

Our Mission 

We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. As a family of 

Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness of Christ as we reach out, 

preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each other,  

our community and the world. 

 

In Need of Prayer: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the prayer 

chain, please contact the church office.  Please call the prayer chain with an update 

of your prayer request. 

 

In the Military:  Kaleb Blakeman, Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly 

Chaney, Kristel Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Tristin Comer, Randy 

Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Austin Highcock, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah 

Lung, Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Salefski, Tyler Salefski, 

Gavin Stanzione, Jacob Thornell 

 



Congregation News 
 

Thank you for all the cards, gifts, and encouragement that you shared with us for 

Pastor Appreciation month! We are blessed to be your Pastors and are thankful for 

your love and support!          -Pastor Adam & Pastor Aaron 
 

Thank you to the Boy Scouts for cleaning up the church grounds last weekend. 
 

Caring & Sharing: The Social Ministry has designated the Caring & Sharing 

offering for this Sunday to be sent to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in North Ft. 

Myers, FL.  The church received substantial damage from the recent Hurricane Ian. 

This is a opportunity to generously care about and share with our sisters and 

brothers in Christ. 
 

Adult Sunday School Hour:  Pastor Aaron will be leading a 7-week Bible Study 

series during Sunday morning Adult Education starting today, and ending on 

December 28th focusing on the basics of Christian theology. The series will be 

based on the book, “Called to Believe” by Dr. Steven P. Mueller. Come join us in 

the Fellowship Hall next Sunday at 9:00 a.m. as we learn more about our faith 

together.  
 

Children's Christmas Program Christmas is coming! We will begin practicing 

for our Children's Christmas Program on Sunday, Nov. 13th at 9:45 in the Sunday 

School Wing. This program will have parts/roles for children/youth K-12. Please 

join us! 
 

Ladies Friendship Circle will meet at 1pm on Tuesday, November 15th.  This will 

be our fall “crafting for a cause” meeting. We will make port pillows for local 

cancer care facilities to give to patients who are receiving chemo treatments.  We 

also will make Christmas tree favors for homebound members at St. John’s. All 

women are invited to attend! 
 

Northeast Community Fund Serve Day:  Join us on Wednesday November 16th 

at 5:30pm to serve together as a church at the Northeast Community Fund. We will 

come together as youth, families, and all adults to serve our community leading into 

this Thanksgiving season.  
 

Thanksgiving Food Drive: Social Ministry is sponsoring a Thanksgiving Food 

Drive for the Northeast Community Fund.  There will be a table to receive 

donations of canned and nonperishable food items plus a box for monetary gifts on 

Sunday, November 20th & 27th. A local group that had distributed over 3,000 

Thanksgiving Baskets for many years, disbanded after 2019. Northeast Community 

Fund has filled that void, and is preparing to distribute 4,000 Thanksgiving Baskets.   



Volunteer at Northeast Community Fund: Join us in serving our community at 

the Northeast Community Fund! The NECF works to assist needy families in our 

Decatur and Macon County community with the resources available in a caring and 

Christ-like manner. Consider signing up as a regular individual volunteer through 

their website. Go to www.northeastcommunityfund.org and fill out a volunteer form 

by clicking, "Volunteer" at the top of the web page. In the form, include the times 

you would be able to volunteer in the comment box and the NECF will contact you. 

 

Young Adult Bible Study - (Geared towards ages 24-35) We are meeting Mondays 

at 6:30pm at the home of Anne Jesgarz. Come join us for evenings of Bible study 

and board games. You can email Anne at JesgarzAnne@gmail.com for the address. 

We can’t wait to see you there! 

 

Blood Drive Success:  The October 25th St. Johns Blood Drive resulted in 21 sign 

ups 10 of which were first time donors!  18 units and 1 double red unit of blood was 

collected with ImpactLife noting that as many as 21 lives could be saved from the 

efforts and generosity of St. Johns Blood Drive.  We thank those that signed up and 

encourage others who weren’t able to participate to consider being donors for 

upcoming blood drives. 

 

Stewardship Seeds: Matthew 5:6 – “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” You only hunger and thirst for 

what you don’t have.  Jesus has come to fill us up with righteousness – His own 

righteousness. He is the self-giving Lord whose sacrifice inspires us to be givers, 

too. 

 

LSA News 
 

LSA Job Positions Available:   

Elementary Classroom Aide Position Available at LSA 
LSA is seeking a positive team player to fill the position of Elementary Classroom 

Aide. This full-time position will support 1st-4th grade by assisting teachers with 

instructional efforts, preparation and classroom management. $14-17/hr with full 

benefits. Please contact Brian Booth at bbooth@lsadecatur.net if interested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.northeastcommunityfund.org/
mailto:JesgarzAnne@gmail.com
mailto:bbooth@lsadecatur.net


THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sunday, November 6 

8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service 

9:45 a.m. ................................................................................................. Education Hour 

11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service 

4-5:30 p.m. ................................................................................................. Confirmation 

5:30-6 p.m. ................................................................................................... Shared Meal 

6-8 p.m. ....................................................................................... Jr. High Youth Groups 
 

Monday, November 7 

Afternoon ............................... Set-Up for Election Day – Fellowship Hall Unavailable 

6:30 p.m. ........................................................................................... Properties Meeting 

6:30 p.m. .............................................................. Evangelism Bible Study (Conf. Rm.) 

6:30 p.m. ........................................................................................................ Boy Scouts 
 

Tuesday, November 8 

6am-7pm .......................................................................... Election – Polling Place (FH) 

1:00 p.m. .................................................................................................... Staff Meeting 

6:30 p.m. ....................................................................................... Lay Ministry Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 9 

10:00 a.m. .................................................................................. Adult Bible Study (FH) 
 

Thursday, November 10 

4:30 p.m. ................................................................................ Fellowship Hall Reserved 

5:30 p.m. ................................................................................................................ TOPS 

6:00 p.m. ................................................................................................ Choir Rehearsal 

7:00 p.m. .............................................................................................. Worship Practice 
 

Friday, November 11 

No church activities scheduled.  
 

Saturday, November 12 

No church activities scheduled.  
 

Sunday, November 13 

8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service 

9:45 a.m. ................................................................................................. Education Hour 

11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service 

6-8:00 p.m. .............................................................................................. Sr. High Youth 
 


