
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
November 27, 2022 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you 

worshipping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort and 

peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! If you are visiting with us 

today, please take one of the visitor gift bags from the visitors’ center.  
 

At St. John’s we are pleased to offer a variety of service formats on Sunday 

morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service we offer familiar hymns and rich, 

traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m. 

contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service but in an 

informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try both 

worship styles! Thank you for worshipping with us; we would love to have you join 

us again! 
 

(If you need any assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the 

ushers.) 

 

Contact Us 
 

2727 North Union Boulevard, Decatur, IL 62526 

Phone: (217) 875-3656; website:   www.stjohnsdecatur.com 

Church office hours:  8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Monday - Friday 

Members of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod & Lutheran School Association 
 

                                    
St. John’s Staff  

Rev. Adam Ray, Lead Pastor……………………...pastoradam@stjohnsdecatur.com 

Rev. Aaron Bird, Assoc. Pastor…………………...pastoraaron@stjohnsdecatur.com 

Malinda Standerfer, Dir. of Christian Ed………….dcemalinda@stjohnsdecatur.com 

Ted Hesse, Worship Team Leader & Choir Director……..tedh@stjohnsdecatur.com 

Jessie Denning, Audio/Visual Coordinator 

Georgia Newman, Office Manager..............................georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com 

Carol Reynolds, Financial Secretary…………………….carolr@stjohnsdecatur.com 

Jeff Miller, Custodian 

 

LSA Faculty & Staff – Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Ciara Collins Anne Jesgarz Angela Martinek Jeff Salefski 

Brenda Salogga Melissa Saurmann Stephanie Wilkerson  

 

http://www.stjohnsdecatur.com/
mailto:georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com
mailto:carolr@stjohnsdecatur.com


FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 
8:30 A.M.  

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC AND A TIME FOR PRAYER 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

WELCOME/GREETING 
 

OPENING HYMN  

The Advent of Our King                                        LSB 331 

 

INVOCATION 

 

OPENING SENTENCES AND LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
L:  The people walking in darkness have seen a great Light! 

C:  Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. The Light no darkness can 

overcome.  

 

L:   Today we light the first candle of our Advent wreath in recognition of the 

Hope that Jesus' Light brings into the world, 

C:   that we would no longer despair in darkness but would have the Light of 

God's hope shining the path before us.  
 

L:  Nights will bring their sadness and rob our hearts of peace 

C:  And sin in all its madness around us may increase 

 

L: But now one light is beaming whose rays have pierced the night 

C: God comes for our redeeming from sin’s oppressive might. 

(LSB 337, “The Night Will Soon Be Ending,” verse 4) 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify 

Your holy name, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

L: Confident of receiving God’s great mercy, let us confess together that we by 



nature are sinful and that through our thoughts, words, and deeds we have 

sinned against our God and deserve His punishment now and eternally. 

C: Almighty God, we repent of our sins and ask for Your forgiving grace in 

our lives. Be merciful to us and for the sake of Jesus grant us remission of 

our sins so that, as Your redeemed people, we may greet you in Advent 

hope and with trusting hearts serve You in time and in eternity. 

 

L: Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, bringing news of sins forgiven; Jesus comes 

with words of gladness, leading souls redeemed to heaven. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I announce to you today that 

your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope to all the world is given. 

(LSB 353, “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring,” verse 3) 

 

SALUTATION 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD         
Old Testament                                                            Isaiah 2:1-5 
1 
The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2 
It 

shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall 

be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 
3 

and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, 

let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he 

may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go 

forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 
He shall judge between 

the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their 

swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5 
O house of Jacob, 

come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. (ESV)  

 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading                                  Romans 13:8-14 
8 
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 
9 

For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You 

shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 



commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 
10 

Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the 

law. 
11 

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 
12 

The night is 

far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on 

the armor of light. 
13 

Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and 

jealousy. 
14 

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

gratify its desires. (ESV) 

 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE  

 

HOLY GOSPEL                               Matthew 21:1-11 

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.   

C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)  
 

1 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of 

Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 
2 
saying to them, “Go into the village in front 

of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them 

and bring them to me. 
3 
If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord 

needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 
4 
This took place to fulfill what was 

spoken by the prophet, saying, 
5 
“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is 

coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of 

burden.’” 
6 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 

7 
They brought 

the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 
8 
Most of 

the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road. 
9 
And the crowds that went before him and that 

followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
10 

And when he entered 

Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 
11 

And the crowds 

said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” (ESV) 

 

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE DCE Malinda Standerfer 

 



SERMON HYMN  

Savior of the Nations Come (Vv. 1,2,7,8) LSB 332 

 

SERMON                                       “We Need Change” 

 Isaiah 2:1-5 

Pastor Aaron Bird 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

OFFERING         
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at 

www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy…” 

People respond with:  “hear our prayer.” 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

SENDING SONG  
O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Vv. 1, 6-7)                                    LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving


FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

11:00 A.M. 
 

OPENING PRAISE SONGS 

Come Thou Fount Come Thou King 

There’s Nothing That Our God Can’t Do 
 

WELCOME/GREETING 
 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 

Emmanuel 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

DCE Malinda Standerfer 
 

SERMON 
“We Need Change” 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Pastor Aaron Bird 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

PRAYERS 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING SONG 

All The Earth 
 

BLESSING 



 

Sunday Servants 
Preacher ...........................................................................................  Pastor Aaron Bird 

Worship Leader ................................................................................ Pastor Adam Ray 

Reader ............................................................................................................. Jill Davis 

Lay Minister ........................................................................... 8:30 – Larry Westbrook 

                                                                                                 11:00 – Mark Langston 

Organist.................................................................................................... Sharon Cripe 

Ushers ....................................................................................... 8:30 – David Vanskike 

                                                                                11:00 – Debbie Strong 

Computer .................................................................................... 8:30 – Mike Patzwitz 

                                                                                                  11:00 – Ava Saurmann 

Live Stream ......................................................................... 11:00 – Lindsay Tipsword 

Camera ........................................................................................... 11:00 – Eric Brown 

Sound .......................................................................................................... Doug Hicks 
 

Thank You for Your Service! 
 

Praise Team 

Vocals ...............................................  Melissa Saurmann, Pam Saurmann, Ted Hesse 

Acoustic Guitar .................................................................................... Wendy Salefski 

Piano ............................................................................................................. Ted Hesse 

 
 

 

Our Mission 

We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. As a family of 

Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness of Christ as we reach out, 

preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each other,  

our community and the world. 

 

In Need of Prayer: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the prayer 

chain, please contact the church office.  Please call the prayer chain with an update 

of your prayer request. 

 

In the Military:  Kaleb Blakeman, Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly 

Chaney, Kristel Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Tristin Comer, Randy 

Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Austin Highcock, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah 

Lung, Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Salefski, Tyler Salefski, 

Gavin Stanzione, Jacob Thornell 

 



Congregation News 
 

Adult Sunday School Hour:  Pastor Aaron is leading a Bible Study series during 

Sunday morning Adult Education, focusing on the basics of Christian theology. The 

series will be based on the book, “Called to Believe” by Dr. Steven P. Mueller. 

Come join us in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. as we learn more 

about our faith together.  

 

There will be no Children’s Sunday School today. 

 

Thanksgiving Food Drive: Social Ministry of St. John’s is sponsoring a 

Thanksgiving Food Drive for the Northeast Community Fund.  There will be a table 

to receive donations of canned and nonperishable food items plus a box for 

monetary gifts on Sunday, November 20th & 27th. A local group that had 

distributed over 3,000 Thanksgiving Baskets for many years, disbanded after 2019. 

Northeast Community Fund has filled that void for the past two years.  This year 

NECF is preparing to distribute 4,000 Thanksgiving Baskets.  This is another 

opportunity to partner with NECF to meet real challenges in our community. 

 

Advent Midweek Services will begin on Wednesday, November 30
th

 at 6:30 p.m.  

Wednesday Evening Meals will begin at 5:00 p.m.  This week’s meal is Soup & 

Chili and prepared by the Confirmation Students 

 

Volunteer at Northeast Community Fund: Join us in serving our community at 

the Northeast Community Fund! The NECF works to assist needy families in our 

Decatur and Macon County community with the resources available in a caring and 

Christ-like manner. Consider signing up as a regular individual volunteer through 

their website. Go to www.northeastcommunityfund.org and fill out a volunteer form 

by clicking, "Volunteer" at the top of the web page. In the form, include the times 

you would be able to volunteer in the comment box and the NECF will contact you. 

 

Young Adult Bible Study - (Geared towards ages 24-35) We are meeting Mondays 

at 6:30pm at the home of Anne Jesgarz. Come join us for evenings of Bible study 

and board games. You can email Anne at JesgarzAnne@gmail.com for the address. 

We can’t wait to see you there! 

 

LWML:  Mite boxes will be collected the first Sunday of each month. LWML 

National Convention is June 22-25, 2023 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.   

 

http://www.northeastcommunityfund.org/
mailto:JesgarzAnne@gmail.com


Do you shop on Amazon?  If you do, you can invest in our youth group while 

making your favorite online purchases!  You can sign up for Amazon Smile and 

designate St. John's as your favorite charity and Amazon will donate .5% of eligible 

purchase prices to our youth group! https://smile.amazon.com/ch/37-0686255 

 

Stewardship Seeds: Matthew 21:3 – “If anyone says anything to you, you shall 

say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” Just a colt and her 

foal. How significant could they be? Could they really be used by the Lord for some 

great, heavenly purpose? This is one facet of stewardship we often forget. The 

blessing it is to us to be of service in the Lord’s Kingdom. What honor the Lord 

bestows upon us by using our gifts for His goals! 

 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Ladies Guild Annual Heavenly Holidays Bazaar is almost 

here! It is 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, December 3, 2022, at Mt. Calvary Lutheran 

Church, 2055 S. Franklin Street, Decatur, Illinois. We will have homemade cookies 

sold by the pound, homemade treats, handcrafted items, both Christmas and every 

day as well as crafters! Profits from the bazaar will be used to support our missions. 

 

Help Wanted:  Macon County Clerk is seeking Election Judges.  Please contact 

Doug Precht at 217-454-5832 if you are interested. 

 

 

 

 

Last Week’s Giving 

Weekly Needed.............................................................................................. $12,403.85 

General Fund ................................................................................................... $6,200.00 

Online Offering................................................................................................... $988.69 

Total ................................................................................................................. $7,188.69 

 

Last Week’s Attendance 

8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 123 

11:00 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 73 

Total ........................................................................................................................... 196 

Adult Sunday School Class ......................................................................................... 36 

 

 

 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/37-0686255


LSA ReSale Shop 
 

The LSA ReSale Shop accepts the following clean items: New & used clothing with 

no rips or holes; useable kitchen items including small, working appliances, pots & 

pans, dishes, glassware, serving pieces, etc. (no chips or broken pieces); home décor 

with no chips or broken pieces; holiday items for any holiday; toys with ALL parts 

All donation items should be put in bags or boxes of a manageable size with 

clothing separate from household items. A good question to ask yourself before 

donating: “Is the item I’m going to donate something that I would buy?” If the 

answer is “yes”, then the ReSale Shop would love to have your donation. 

Volunteers are always needed. You can stop by anytime or call the Shop for details. 

The LSA ReSale Shop is located at 421 E. Cerro Gordo in Decatur. The phone 

number is 217-423-0122. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

Sunday, November 27 

8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service 

9:45 a.m. .......................................................................................  Adult Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service 

 

Monday, November 28 

6:30 p.m. ........................................................................................................ Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, November 29 

1:00 p.m. .................................................................................................... Staff Meeting 

6:30 p.m. .........................................................................Christian Ed Ministry Meeting 

 

Wednesday, November 30 

10:00 a.m. .................................................................................. Adult Bible Study (FH) 

5:00 p.m. ............................................................................................ Advent Meal (FH)  

6:30 p.m. ................................................................................................. Advent Service 

7:15 p.m. ................................................................................................. Bells Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, December 1 

5:00 p.m. ................................................................................................................ TOPS 

6:00 p.m. ................................................................................................ Choir Rehearsal 

7:00 p.m. .............................................................................................. Worship Practice 

 

Friday, December 2 

No church activities scheduled. 

 

Saturday, December 3 

9:00 a.m. ..................................................................... Decorating church for Christmas 

 

Sunday, December 4 

8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service 

9:45 a.m. ................................................................................................. Education Hour 

11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service 

4-5:30 p.m. ............................................................................... Confirmation Class (FH) 

5:30-6p.m. ................................................................................................ Shared Mealed 

6-8 p.m. ....................................................................................... Jr. High Youth Groups 


