
 

Enthroned 

November 20, 2022 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 



Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you 

worshipping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort and 

peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! If you are visiting with us 

today, please take one of the visitor gift bags from the visitors’ center.  
 

At St. John’s we are pleased to offer a variety of service formats on Sunday 

morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service we offer familiar hymns and rich, 

traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m. 

contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service but in an 

informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try both 

worship styles! Thank you for worshipping with us; we would love to have you join 

us again! 
 

(If you need any assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the 

ushers.) 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord’s Supper, we do not want to 

compromise any portion of God’s Word among us.  Because Scripture states that the 

Lord’s Supper can be taken to one’s spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all 

visitors to refer to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord’s Supper before 

communing: 
 

I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. I am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith 

in Jesus.  I am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in 

Him.  I believe when I receive the bread, I am receiving the true body of Christ, and when 

I receive the wine, I am receiving the true blood of Jesus.  I believe that when I receive 

His true body and blood my sins are forgiven, I am given power over sin, death and the 

devil, and the gift of eternal life.  My faith is completely in the words of Jesus. 
 

The Lord’s Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one 

hand, and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand 

(Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 10:16–17). Those who receive the body and the blood of the Lord do 

so in terms of their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants.  

Therefore, all baptized believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran 

teaching of the Lord’s Supper are welcome to attend.  As always, we encourage you to 

speak with Pastor Ray with any questions or concerns.  Thank you. 
 

Disabled – The pastor and lay minister will gladly commune anyone unable to come to 

the communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know before the service begins. 

 



LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 

NOVEMBER 20, 2022 
8:30 A.M.  

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC AND A TIME FOR PRAYER 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

WELCOME/GREETING 
 

OPENING HYMN  

Immortal, Invisible, God only Wise                                  LSB 802 

 

INVOCATION 

 

OPENING SENTENCES   

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

L: In our lives, we often ask ourselves, “Who am I?” We seek to define ourselves 

by our jobs, relationships, finances, skills, and most devastatingly of all, our 

failures. Yet ultimately, who we are resides in none of these things. Our 

identity is in Jesus and what He has done for us. As we come before our 

heavenly Father, we confess everything we have elevated above Jesus, and we 

ask for forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

L: Heavenly Father, 

C: we have sinned against You in thoughts, words, and deeds. Forgive us, 

renew us, and point us back to Jesus. Amen. 

 

L: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. By His 

cross, Jesus makes peace and delivers you from all your sins to live as His 

new creation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, 

I therefore forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. In Jesus we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

KYRIE (responses sung)   

 



THIS IS THE FEAST (sung) 

 

SALUTATION 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD         
Old Testament                                                     Malachi 3:13-18 
13 

“Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have 

we spoken against you?’ 
14 

You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the 

profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the Lord of 

hosts? 
15 

And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they 

put God to the test and they escape.’” 
16 

Then those who feared the Lord spoke with 

one another. The Lord paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance 

was written before him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his 

name. 
17 

“They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my 

treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves 

him. 
18 

Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the 

wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him. (ESV) 

 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

New Testament                             Colossians 1:13-20 
13

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, 
14 

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins. 
15 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
16 

For 

by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 

created through him and for him. 
17 

And he is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. 
18 

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent. 
19 

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  
20 

and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 

heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (ESV) 

 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE  



HOLY GOSPEL                           Luke 23:27-43 

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter.   

C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)  

27
And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who 

were mourning and lamenting for him. 
28 

But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters 

of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 

children. 
29 

For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the 

barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
30 

Then 

they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover 

us.’ 
31 

For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it 

is dry?” 
32 

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 

him. 
33 

And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 

crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
34 

And Jesus 

said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to 

divide his garments. 
35 

And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at 

him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his 

Chosen One!” 
36 

The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 

wine 
37 

and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 
38 

There was 

also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
39 

One of the criminals 

who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and 

us!” 
40 

But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are 

under the same sentence of condemnation? 
41 

And we indeed justly, for we are 

receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing 

wrong.” 
42 

And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” 
43 

And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me 

in paradise.” (ESV) 

 

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung) 

 

SERMON                                                  “Enthroned” 

Luke 23:27-43 

Pastor Aaron Bird 

 

NICENE CREED 

 

OFFERING         
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at 

www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving. 

 

http://www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving


PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy…” 

People respond with:  “hear our prayer.” 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

PREFACE  (responses sung)  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

SANCTUS (sung) 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

AGNUS DEI (sung) 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

I Lay My Sins on Jesus             LSB 606 

Chief of Sinners Though I Be            LSB 611 

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness (v.1-4)          LSB 636 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

SENDING SONG  
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me                                                       LSB 761 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 

NOVEMBER 20, 2022 

11:00 A.M. 

 

OPENING PRAISE SONGS 

God So Loved 

I Speak Jesus 

 

WELCOME/GREETING 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 

OFFERING 

Give Thanks 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Luke 23:27-43 

 

SERMON 
“Enthroned” 

Luke 23:27-43 

Pastor Aaron Bird 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

PRAYERS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

COMMUNION 

What A Beautiful Name 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING SONG 

Thank You Jesus For The Blood 

 

BLESSING 



 

Sunday Servants 
Preacher ...........................................................................................  Pastor Aaron Bird 

Worship Leader ................................................................................ Pastor Adam Ray 

Reader ........................................................................................................ Jeff Salefski 

Communion ........................................................................................... David Salogga 

Lay Minister ................................................................................ 8:30 – Troy Harrison 

                                                                                                 11:00 – Mark Langston 

Organist.................................................................................................... Sharon Cripe 

Ushers ......................................................................................... 8:30 – Brady Fawcett 

                                                                                11:00 – Dan Murphey/Tim Wisler 

Computer ................................................................................ 8:30 – Debbie Craycroft 

                                                                                                  11:00 – Julia Cushing 

Live Stream ................................................................................... 8:30 – Matt Cushing 

Camera .......................................................................................... 8:30 – Matt Cushing 

Sound .......................................................................................................... Doug Hicks 
 

Thank You for Your Service! 
 

Praise Team 

Vocals .........................................................  Becky Dosien, Kristin Hesse, Ted Hesse 

Acoustic Guitar ................................................................ Mike Dahn, Wendy Salefski 

Piano .................................................................................................... Angela Cushing 

 
 

 

Our Mission 

We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. As a family of 

Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness of Christ as we reach out, 

preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each other,  

our community and the world. 

 

In Need of Prayer: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the prayer 

chain, please contact the church office.  Please call the prayer chain with an update 

of your prayer request. 

 

In the Military:  Kaleb Blakeman, Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly 

Chaney, Kristel Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Tristin Comer, Randy 

Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Austin Highcock, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah 

Lung, Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Salefski, Tyler Salefski, 

Gavin Stanzione, Jacob Thornell 



Congregation News 
 

Adult Sunday School Hour:  Pastor Aaron is leading a Bible Study series during 

Sunday morning Adult Education, focusing on the basics of Christian theology. The 

series will be based on the book, “Called to Believe” by Dr. Steven P. Mueller. 

Come join us in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. as we learn more 

about our faith together.  

 

Children's Christmas Program Christmas is coming! We have begun practicing 

for our Children's Christmas Program.  It’s not too late to join us at 9:45 in the 

Sunday School Wing. This program will have parts/roles for children/youth K-12. 

Please join us! 

 

Voter’s Meeting is today at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Service will be Wednesday, November 23
rd

 at 6:30 p.m.  

Communion will be served. 

 

Thanksgiving Food Drive: Social Ministry of St. John’s is sponsoring a 

Thanksgiving Food Drive for the Northeast Community Fund.  There will be a table 

to receive donations of canned and nonperishable food items plus a box for 

monetary gifts on Sunday, November 20th & 27th. A local group that had 

distributed over 3,000 Thanksgiving Baskets for many years, disbanded after 2019. 

Northeast Community Fund has filled that void for the past two years.  This year 

NECF is preparing to distribute 4,000 Thanksgiving Baskets.  This is another 

opportunity to partner with NECF to meet real challenges in our community. 

 

Advent Midweek Services will begin on Wednesday, November 30
th

 at 6:30 p.m.  

Wednesday Evening Meals will begin at 5:00 p.m.   

 

St. John’s is sponsoring a Bus Trip to see “White Christmas” at the Little Theatre 

on the Square in Sullivan on Wed., Dec. 14
th

 at 2pm.  Please be at the church at 

12:30pm.  Cost of show and transportation is $40.00 per person.  Make your checks 

payable to Jerry Pelz.  Please sign up by notifying the church office or Jerry Pelz at 

217-433-2961. 

 

Volunteer at Northeast Community Fund: Join us in serving our community at 

the Northeast Community Fund! The NECF works to assist needy families in our 

Decatur and Macon County community with the resources available in a caring and 

Christ-like manner. Consider signing up as a regular individual volunteer through 



their website. Go to www.northeastcommunityfund.org and fill out a volunteer form 

by clicking, "Volunteer" at the top of the web page. In the form, include the times 

you would be able to volunteer in the comment box and the NECF will contact you. 

 

Young Adult Bible Study - (Geared towards ages 24-35) We are meeting Mondays 

at 6:30pm at the home of Anne Jesgarz. Come join us for evenings of Bible study 

and board games. You can email Anne at JesgarzAnne@gmail.com for the address. 

We can’t wait to see you there! 

 

LWML:  Mite boxes will be collected the first Sunday of each month. LWML 

National Convention is June 22-25, 2023 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.   

 

The Ladies Friendship Circle officers want to thank everyone who braved the 

cold, damp weather to help make port pillows and Christmas tree ornaments. We 

made 59 port pillows for the Cancer Care Center and 20 ornaments for our 

homebound members. We hope to see even more women in December! 

 

Stewardship Seeds: Matthew 25:2 – “Five of them were foolish, and five were 

wise.” A truly wise man, as Jesus once said, builds on the Word of Jesus. There is 

no other foundation which will stand. Any other path is a foolish one. His Word 

leads to life and to depart from His Word leads to death. Clinging to His Word, we 

know we have His blessing. 

 

Opus 24 Concert:  Fall Concert 2022 will be held at St. Patrick Catholic Church, 

407 E. Eldorado St., Decatur, this Sunday, November 20
th

 at 3:00 p.m. Tickets at 

the door are $10 Adults and $5 Students. Opus 24 Concert is under the direction of 

Ted Hesse.   

 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Ladies Guild Annual Heavenly Holidays Bazaar is almost 

here! It is 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, December 3, 2022, at Mt. Calvary Lutheran 

Church, 2055 S. Franklin Street, Decatur, Illinois. We will have homemade cookies 

sold by the pound, homemade treats, handcrafted items, both Christmas and every 

day as well as crafters! Profits from the bazaar will be used to support our missions. 

 

Help Wanted:  Macon County Clerk is seeking Election Judges.  Please contact 

Doug Precht at 217-454-5832 if you are interested. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.northeastcommunityfund.org/
mailto:JesgarzAnne@gmail.com


 

Last Week’s Giving 

Weekly Needed.............................................................................................. $12,403.85 

General Fund ................................................................................................. $10,667.00 

Online Offering.................................................................................................. 1,585.55 

Total ............................................................................................................... $12,252.55 

 

Last Week’s Attendance 

8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 128 

11:00 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 70 

Total ........................................................................................................................... 198 

Adult Sunday School Class ......................................................................................... 36 

 

 

 

 

LSA ReSale Shop 
 

The LSA ReSale Shop accepts the following clean items: New & used clothing with 

no rips or holes; useable kitchen items including small, working appliances, pots & 

pans, dishes, glassware, serving pieces, etc. (no chips or broken pieces); home décor 

with no chips or broken pieces; holiday items for any holiday; toys with ALL parts 

All donation items should be put in bags or boxes of a manageable size with 

clothing separate from household items. A good question to ask yourself before 

donating: “Is the item I’m going to donate something that I would buy?” If the 

answer is “yes”, then the ReSale Shop would love to have your donation. 

Volunteers are always needed. You can stop by anytime or call the Shop for details. 

The LSA ReSale Shop is located at 421 E. Cerro Gordo in Decatur. The phone 

number is 217-423-0122. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

Sunday, November 20 

8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service 

9:45 a.m. ................................................................................................. Education Hour 

11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service 

1:30 p.m. ................................................................................................ Voter’s Meeting 

4-5:30 p.m. ......................................................................................... Confirmation (FH) 

5:30-6 p.m. ................................................................................................ Shared Dinner 

6-8:00 p.m. ............................................................................................... Jr. High Youth 

 

Monday, November 21 

6:30 p.m. .............................................................. Evangelism Bible Study (Conf. Rm.) 

6:30 p.m. ........................................................................................................ Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, November 22 

1:00 p.m. .................................................................................................... Staff Meeting 

 

Wednesday, November 23 

6:30 p.m. ................................................................................ Thanksgiving Eve Service 

 

Thursday, November 24 – Happy Thanksgiving 

Church Office Closed 

 

Friday, November 25 

Church Office Closed  

 

Saturday, November 26 

No church activities scheduled.  

 

Sunday, November 27 

8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service 

9:45 a.m. ................................................................................................. Education Hour 

11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service 

6-8 p.m. .......................................................................................Sr. High Youth Groups 

 


