THE SEASON OF
ADVENT
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St. John’s Lutheran Church



Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church

Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshipping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in JesusoO Word of | ov e, mer cy,
today, please take one of thevisitorgi ft bags from the vi si

At St. John 60we are pleased to offer a variety of service formats on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m.
contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service but in an
informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try both
worship styles! Thank you for worshipping with us; we would love to have you join
us again!

(If you need any assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)

The Lord’s Supper

Though we are eager for all/l to partici
compr omi se any Word amorig asn Becafise SGiptaredstates that the
Lorddbés Supper can be taken to oneds spi
visitors to refer to the following sta
communing:

I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. I am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith
in Jesus. I am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in
Him. I believe when I receive the bread, I am receiving the true body of Christ, and when
I receive the wine, I am receiving the true blood of Jesus. I believe that when I receive
His true body and blood my sins are forgiven, I am given power over sin, death and the
devil, and the gift of eternal life. My faith is completely in the words of Jesus.

The Lor dos Su piolegift ofofdrgivenesssand pelicewitht Geaon the one
hand, and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand
(Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 10:161 17). Those who receive the body and the blood of the Lord do

so in terms of their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants.
Therefore, all baptized believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran
teaching of the Lordds Supp a&eenceurage yowte | c
speak with Pastor Ray with any questions or concerns. Thank you.

Disabled T The pastor and lay minister will gladly commune anyone unable to come to
the communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know before the service begins.



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 4,202
8:30A.M.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC AND A TIME FOR PRAYER
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME/GREETING

OPENING HYMN
Come, Thou Longxpected Jesus LSB338

INVOCATION

OPENING SENTENCES AND LIGHTING OF THE 2ND ADVENT CANDLE - LOVE

L: The people walking in darkness have seen a great Light!

C: Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. The Light no darkness can
overcome.

L: Today we light the second candle of our Advent wreath in recognition of the
Lovet hat Jesusd Light brings into th

C: that we would no longer be alone in darkness but would have the warmth
of God’s love ever around us.

L:  Nights will bring their sadness and rob our hearts of peace

C: And sin in all its madness around us may increase

L: But now two lights are beaming whose rays have pierced the night

C: God comes for our redeeming from sin’s oppressive might.

(LSB 337, nThe Night W)Ill Soon Be E

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

L: O God, our Father, You have set forth the way of life for us in Your beloved
Son. We confess with shame our slowness to learn of Him, our failure to
follow Him, and our reluctance to bear the cross.

C: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. We
acknowledge our sinful nature and confess our sinful thoughts, words,
and deed. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right
spirit within us. Amen.



L: Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, bringing news of sins forgiven; Jesus comes
with words of gladness, leading souls redeemed to heaven. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, | announce to you today that
your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. Alleluia! Alleluia! Love to all the world is given.
(LSB 353, nJesus Came, the Heavens

KYRIE (responses sung)
SALUTATION
PRAYER OF THE DAY

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

Old Testament Isaiah 11:1-10
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots
shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge
by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, “butwith
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of
his lips he shall kill the wicked. > Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and
faithfulness the belt of his loins. ® The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the
fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. ’ The cow and the bear
shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. ° The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child
shall put his hand on the adder's den. *They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea. °In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the
peoplesd of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

L:  This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Epistle Reading Romans 15:4-13

*For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope. >May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, ° that together you may with

one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. " Therefore welcome

one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. ®For I tell you that
Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, *and in order that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As itis written, i Ther ef or e | wi | | |
Gentiles,and si ng t BAngapainitisseid, mM&e ¢ o i atides, wit® G
his pé&andbgan MPr ai se t he L o andletallaHe peoplgso u
ext ol ™And againdisaiah says, i The r oot of edkrerw® w
arises to rule the Gentiles; i n hi m wi | | t fiMay teesndtof hbpe s
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit

you may abound in hope. (ESV)

L: This is the Word of our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)

'In those daysJohn the Baptist came preaching inthe wilderness of Judea,
‘ARepenthe fkkomgdom of °Hoettdsiséerwhoiwas spaken ofh a r
by the prophet Isaiah when he said, n The v oi ce of one cr
6 Pr etpeavayefthe Lord; ma ke hi s p a'Ndwsohnsaore asgarngett t .
of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and

wild honey. > Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were
going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing

their sins. ' But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
baptism, he said to them, 1 Y o u b wipew!dVhoowarned you to flee from the
wrath to come? ° Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. ° And do not presume to say

to yourselves, 06 We have Abraham as our f donher
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. '° Even now the axe is laid to the root

of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. 'l bapt i ze fprorepentande,thit he wio tise r



coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. ** His winnowing fork is in his hand, and
he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchab | e fire. o ( ESV)

L:  This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

SERMON NThe Giving Tree0
Isaiah 11:1-10

Pastor Adam Ray
NICENE CREED
OFFERING

Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/qgiving

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The Leader wil | c o nWil tukd eh cepvee rwe pprag\e:
People respond with: “Come, Lord Jesus!”

L ORD'SPRAYER

PREFACE (responses sung)

PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS (sung)

WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI (sung)

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
The Day Is Surely Drawing Near LSB 508


http://www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving

Your Table I Approach LSB 628

Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING SONG

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Vv. 1-3) LSB 357

Last Week’s Giving

WEEKIY NEEAEM. .......oeiiieeciee et $12,403.85
GENEIAI FUNG ...ttt et e e e e ettt e e e e et e e e s nreeeeeas $8,630.00
ONIINE OFFEIING......iitiiiice e s s be e $831.44
101 = TR $9,461.44
Last Week’s Attendance
B30 BTN ottt e e e e e —e e e e —eeae—teean—aeaan—eeaai——aaans 122
L2700 BN ettt e e e ——e e e —ee e e ——eeae——e e e —eeaae—reeaaaaeeaaraes 57
0 ] - | 179
Adult Sunday SChOOI CIaSS .......ccuveiiieiiicie e 30
Wednesday Adult Bible StUAY .........cooviiiiiiiieec e 17

ThanksSQIVING EVE SEIVICE.......ccciie it 57




SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 4, 2022

11:00 A.M.
OPENING PRAISE SONGS
House of The Lord
King of Kings
WELCOME/GREETING

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

SHARING THE PEACE

OFFERING
Light of The World

SCRIPTURE READING
Isaiah 1:1-10

SERMON
NThe Giving Tree0
Isaiah 11:1-10
Pastor Adam Ray
APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS

LORD’S PRAYER

COMMUNION
He Is

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING SONG
Good Grace

BLESSING



Sunday Servants

PrEACKEN ... e Pastor Adam Ray
WOISIP LEAUET ....cvvieceie ettt Pastor Aaron Bird
REAGET ...t e Scott Tavarczky
CommUNION HEIPET ..o David Salogga
LAY MINISTEE .. 8:30 1 Drew Miller
11:00 7 Matt Cushing

(@] 0= 0] 1) SOOI Sharon Cripe
USNEBIS ..o 8:30 1T Dave Munson
11:00 7 Dan Murphey/Tom Schollenbruch

(@0 101011 (=] SRR SRPPIS 8:301 Ted Hesse
11:00 7 Katie Salogga

LIVE STrEAM.....oii e 8:301 Lucas May
(OF: 1117 - H RS 8:30 1 Brandon Patzwitz
SOUNG ...t enae e 8:30 1 Jessie Denning

11:00 7 John Salogga

Thank You for Your Service!

Praise Team

VOCAIS ..o Amanda Ray, Kelli Langston, Ted Hesse

ACOUSEIC GUITAT ......ccviiiiiieiiec et Malinda Standerfer

PIANO .o res Angela Cushing
Our Mission

We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. As a family of
Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness of Christ as we reach out,
preach and teach the truth of
our community and the world.

In Need of Prayer: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the prayer
chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer chain with an update
of your prayer request.

In the Military: Kaleb Blakeman, Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly
Chaney, Kristel Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Austin Highcock, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah
Lung, Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Salefski, Tyler Salefski,
Gavin Stanzione, Jacob Thornell




Congregation News

Thanksgiving Food Drive: Social Ministry would like to thank everyone for their
generous donations for the Northeast Community Fund Food Drive.

Adult Sunday School Hour: Pastor Aaron is leading a Bible Study series during
Sunday morning Adult Education, focusing on the basics of Christian theology. The
series wil!@ be based on the book,
Come join us in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. as we learn more
about our faith together.

N

Advent Midweek Service on Wednesday, December 7th at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday
Evening Meals will begin at 5:00 pm. Thi s we e kTa® & MNahm Bar i s
prepared by the Youth Groups.

Christmas Services: Kids Program: 9:30 a.m.; Christmas Eve Candlelight
Services: 2:30 & 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, December 25, 2022: One Service at 9:30 a.m.

Christmas Birthday Brunch! Following the Christmas Children's program there
will be a Christmas brunch for all to enjoy! We hope you will be a part of this great
time of fellowship with one another! We are still in need of a few food items, please
contact Malinda if you are able to make, bake or donate something!

Ladies Friendship Circle will meet for Christmas fun and fellowship at 1:00 on
December 20", Bring a snack to share, then be prepared to eat, visit, and play a
game or two. In lieu of a gift exchange we are collecting small items that Baby Talk
families might like for their preschool age children, 0-3 years. Think of things like
bottles, pacifiers, bibs, diapers, wipes, underwear, small toys, books, or caps and
mittens. While these will be gifts from us, they are not intended to be gifts for the
children, so please don't wr ap. | f
meeting, this is a great opportunity to get to know the group!

Poinsettias: | f you wish to purchase a Poin
please use a Poinsettia offering envelopes located on the back table. Deadline to
purchase the Poinsettias is Sunday, December 18.

The Annual Mitten Christmas Tree is in the foyer and needs your help with
decorations. Donate gloves, mittens, scarves, and hats; and hang them on the tree.
Thisisalong-st andi ng partnership between S
Fund. The donations will be added to the NECF Christmas Baskets.



Unity23: I n a worl d that often feels diyv
2023, weoOre joining with our five as
ministry. We all have the same mission: to spread the love of Jesus to the Decatur
community. Would you consider a special (tax-deductible) gift this year-end to
help Jesus be known in Decatur? 50% of your gift will support the LSA; 50% will

support St . Johnds = 1n0o0Or Zommunity.| Donaterk e
envelopes are available on the back table, in the church office, or online
webpage.

Volunteer at Northeast Community Fund: Join us in serving our community at
the Northeast Community Fund! The NECF works to assist needy families in our
Decatur and Macon County community with the resources available in a caring and
Christ-like manner. Consider signing up as a regular individual volunteer through
their website. Go to www.northeastcommunityfund.org and fill out a volunteer form
by clicking, "Volunteer" at the top of the web page. In the form, include the times
you would be able to volunteer in the comment box and the NECF will contact you.

Young Adult Bible Study - (Geared towards ages 24-35) We are meeting Mondays
at 6:30pm at the home of Anne Jesgarz. Come join us for evenings of Bible study
and board games. You can email Anne at JesgarzAnne@gmail.com for the address.
We candt wait to see you there!

LWML: Mite boxes will be collected the first Sunday of each month. LWML
National Convention is June 22-25, 2023 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Do you shop on Amazon? If you do, you can invest in our youth group while
making your favorite online purchases! You can sign up for Amazon Smile and
designate St. John's as your favorite charity and Amazon will donate .5% of eligible
purchase prices to our youth group! https://smile.amazon.com/ch/37-0686255

Stewardship Seeds: Romans 15:5 - “May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord
with Christ Jesus.” All of our good works are indeed granted to us from our
heavenly Father. We live in complete dependence upon His grace and mercy. What
do we have that we have not received as a gift from His hand? And knowing that,
how can we not be thankful?


http://www.northeastcommunityfund.org/
mailto:JesgarzAnne@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/37-0686255

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

Sunday, December 4

B30 A e e Traditional Service
BRI W 1 SRS Adult Sunday School
12500 @Mttt Contemporary Service
A-5:30 DMl o Confirmation Class (FH)
o300 o 1 1 SRS Shared Mealed
B8 P e Jr. High Youth Groups
Monday, December 5

B:30 PaM e Evangelism Bible Study (Conf. Rm.)
G 101 o 1 1 PP TPRR Boy Scouts
Tuesday, December 6

00 o 1 PSS USSURS Staff Meeting
5100 PuMl e Fellowship Hall Reserved
B:30 PuM e Assimilation Meeting (Conf. Room)
Wednesday, December 7

0 0[O - ¢ PSR Adult Bible Study (FH)
4200 PN e Social Ministry (Conf. Rm.)
o3 0[O 8 1 0 SRR Advent Meal (FH)
GO X o SRS Advent Service
50 T X 1 SRS Bells Rehearsal
Thursday, December 8

9200 @M. et DCE Christmas Party (FH)
S 010 2 0 TP TP POPPRO TOPS
B:00 PNl i Fellowship Hall Reserved
B:00 PuIMl. et nnree s Choir Rehearsal
7200 PuIMl e nnees Worship Practice
Friday, December 9

No church activities scheduled.

Saturday, December 10
No church activities scheduled.

Sunday, December 11

o3RS 01 W 1 £ PP UPRTRPPRTRRRIN Traditional Service
DD B et e — et et e ee e ——— e —r—t e —rre ... ——————————————— Education Hour
L2200 @Mt Contemporary Service

B-8:00 PuM. i Sr. High Youth Groups



