September 4, 2022
St. John’s Lutheran Church

Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshipping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! If you are visiting with us
today, please take one of the visitor gift bags from the visitors’ center.
At St. John’s we are pleased to offer a variety of service formats on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m.
contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service but in an
informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try both
worship styles! Thank you for worshipping with us; we would love to have you join
us again!
(If you need any assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)
The Lord’s Supper
Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord’s Supper, we do not want to
compromise any portion of God’s Word among us. Because Scripture states that the Lord’s
Supper can be taken to one’s spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all visitors to
refer to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord’s Supper before communing:
I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. I am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith in
Jesus. I am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in
Him. I believe when I receive the bread, I am receiving the true body of Christ, and when I
receive the wine, I am receiving the true blood of Jesus. I believe that when I receive His
true body and blood my sins are forgiven, I am given power over sin, death and the devil,
and the gift of eternal life. My faith is completely in the words of Jesus.
The Lord’s Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one
hand, and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand (Matt.
26:28; 1 Cor. 10:16–17). Those who receive the body and the blood of the Lord do so in
terms of their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants. Therefore,
all baptized believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran teaching of the
Lord’s Supper are welcome to attend. As always, we encourage you to speak with Pastor
Ray with any questions or concerns. Thank you.
Disabled – The pastor and lay minister will gladly commune anyone unable to come to the
communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know before the service begins.

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 4, 2022
8:30 A.M.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC AND A TIME FOR PRAYER
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort
and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! Thank you for
worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us again!
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME/GREETING
OPENING HYMN
God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It Vv. 1-4

LSB 594

INVOCATION
OPENING SENTENCES
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
L: Since God graciously calls all people to come to Him to receive His love and
life through repentance of sin and faith in His gift of forgiveness, let us
confess our sin, take refuge in His mercy, and seek His grace for the sake of
His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Most merciful God, we come before You at Your gracious invitation. We
repent of our sins in thought, word, and deed, both what we have done
against Your Law and what we have failed to do in faithfulness to Your
Law. We have not loved You with our whole being. We have failed to love
our neighbors. We plead through the deliverance of Your Son’s suffering
and death, forgive us our sins, and give us the will to choose life in His
name. Amen.
L:

C:

“The word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you
can do it.” In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, and by
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. You are free. Choose life!
Amen.

KYRIE (responses sung)
THIS IS THE FEAST (sung)
SALUTATION
PRAYER OF THE DAY
LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD
Old Testament
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
15
“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving
the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and
his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God
will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17 But if your
heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods
and serve them, 18 I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not
live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call
heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and
death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may
live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he
is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” (ESV)
L:
C:

This is the Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle
Philemon 1-21
1
Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our
beloved fellow worker 2 and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier,
and the church in your house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I thank my God always when I remember you in my
prayers, 5 because I hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord
Jesus and for all the saints, 6 and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of
Christ. 7 For I have derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother,
because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you.
8
Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is
required, 9 yet for love's sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and

now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10 I appeal to you for my
child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. 11 (Formerly he was
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 12 I am sending him
back to you, sending my very heart. 13 I would have been glad to keep him with me,
in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the
gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your
goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own accord. 15 For this perhaps is
why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him back
forever, 16 no longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a beloved
brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the
Lord. 17 So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive
me. 18 If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my
account. 19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of
your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in
the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you,
knowing that you will do even more than I say. (ESV)
L:
C:

This is the Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE
HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 14:25-35
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)
25

Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If
anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my
disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my
disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and
count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock
him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king,
going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with
twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a
delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not
renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 34 “Salt is good, but if salt has lost its

taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35 It is of no use either for the soil or for the
manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”(ESV)
L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

SERMON

"Doing the Math”
Luke 14:25-35
Pastor Adam Ray

NICENE CREED
OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in your mercy…”
People respond with: “Hear our prayer.”
LORD'S PRAYER
PREFACE (responses sung)
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS (Divine Service, Setting One) (sung)
WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
AGNUS DEI (sung)
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Your Table I Approach
At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing (Vv.1-6)
O God, My Faithful God

LSB 628
LSB 633
LSB 696

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING SONG
All People That on Earth Do Dwell

LSB 791

Last Week’s Giving
Weekly Needed.............................................................................................. $12,403.85
General Fund ................................................................................................... $5,833.00
Online Offering................................................................................................ $1,020.30
Total ................................................................................................................. $6,853.30
Last Week’s Attendance
8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 127
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 95
Total ........................................................................................................................... 222

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 4, 2022
11:00 A.M.
OPENING PRAISE SONGS
There’s Nothing That Our God
God So Loved
WELCOME/GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
SHARING THE PEACE
OFFERING
Cornerstone
SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 14:25-35
SERMON
"Doing the Math”
Luke 14:25-35
Pastor Adam Ray
APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS
LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION
In Christ Alone
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG
My Lighthouse
BLESSING

Sunday Servants
Preacher ........................................................................................... Pastor Adam Ray
Worship Leader ................................................................................Pastor Aaron Bird
Reader ................................................................................................ Frank Whitehead
Communion Helper ................................................................................... Jeff Salefski
Lay Minister ........................................................................... 8:30 – Larry Westbrook
11:00 – Matt Cushing
Organist.................................................................................................... Sharon Cripe
Ushers .......................................................................................... 8:30 – Dave Munson
11:00 – Dan Murphey/Tim Wisler
Computer ............................................................................... 8:30 – Brandon Patzwitz
11:00 – Julia Cushing
Live Stream...................................................................................8:30 – Matt Cushing
Camera ..........................................................................................8:30 – Matt Cushing
Sound ..........................................................................................................Doug Hicks

Thank You for Your Service!
Praise Team
Vocals ............................................... Melissa Saurmann, Pam Saurmann, Ted Hesse
Acoustic Guitar ............................................................................... Malinda Standerfer
Piano .................................................................................................... Angela Cushing
Our Mission
We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. As a family of
Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness of Christ as we reach out,
preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each other,
our community and the world.
In Need of Prayer: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the prayer
chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer chain with an update
of your prayer request.
In the Military: Kaleb Blakeman, Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly
Chaney, Kristel Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Austin Highcock, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah
Lung, Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Salefski, Tyler Salefski,
Gavin Stanzione, Jacob Thornell

Congregation News
To the Glory of God in honor of Tom & Pricella Edwards 50th Wedding
Anniversary on September 2, 2022.
No Education Hour today, Sunday, September 4th.
The Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.
10:00am Wednesday Adult Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, September
7th. The study will be on “How God Uses Angels to Fulfill His Will”.
Student Ministry Fall Kickoff is Sunday, Sept 11, 6pm at church. Cookout,
inflatables, Kona Ice, games, friends, fellowship. Come check out the awesome
things that are happening this year!
St. John’s T-Shirts: Order a St. John’s t-shirt! Forms available on the back table
and the church office. $10.00 checks payable to St. John’s. Deadline is Sept. 4th.
Fall Mums Fundraiser: Youth are selling Connie’s Greenhouse Mums. They are
9 inch for $11.00 each. Order forms are on the back table and the church office.
Deadline is Sunday, Sept. 11th. If any questions, contact Malinda or Beth Tatum.
Choir Rehearsal will begin on Thursday, September 15 at 6:00 p.m.
New Member Class: Are you interested in becoming a member of St. John’s?!
Join us for our New Member Classes! Classes begin on Sunday, September 18th.
We will meet in the Lounge (room across from the Sanctuary) from 9:45-10:45
each Sunday for 8 weeks. Please sign up by calling the church office or by emailing Georgia at georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com.
Ladies Friendship Circle: Our first meeting will be Tuesday, September 20th at
1:00 p.m. Our speaker will be Alli Walden from Baby Talk. Please join us to hear
about their purpose, what they do, and who they serve. Hope to see you there.
2nd Annual St. John’s Fun-Raiser Golf Scramble: Sunday, Sept. 25th, check-in at
12:30pm at the Moweaqua Golf Course. Registration forms and payments need to
be turned in to the church office now! Sign-up forms are on the back table of the
sanctuary and church office. We also need 8 volunteers to help with registration,
drive beverage cart, and help with the meal. Contact the church office or Matt
Cushing at mcushing@gmail.com if you can volunteer or for registration details.

St. John's Fun-Raiser Golf Scramble organizers are looking for donations
towards the program costs allowing for more money for St. John's expenses and
programs. Drop off donations at St. John's prior to Sept 18. Checks made out to St.
John's Lutheran Church. Memo section to read "Golf Fun-Raiser" Thank you in
advance for your help. Questions? (mwcushing@gmail.com)
Chicken Noodle Dinner will be Sunday, October 2, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.
Adults - $10.00 and children 3-12 - $4.00. Menu: Chicken & noodles, mashed
potatoes, green beans, salad, rolls, dessert and drink. Sponsored by the Ladies
Friendship Circle.
LWML News: Decatur Zone will be holding their Fall Rally on Thursday,
September 22, 2022. It will be held at Mt Zion Lutheran Church with signup
beginning at 9:00 a.m. and rally starting at 9:30 a.m. There will be treats served
from 9 until 9:30. There is a registration fee of $5.00. The theme for the rally is
"Light Up the World with Christ" and guest speaker is Rev. Martin Eden.
LSA News
LSA Job Positions Available:
Elementary Classroom Teacher(s)- Classroom instruction of core subject areas.
Specialized areas (PE, Art, Music) are departmentalized.
Science Instruction for Middle School and High School
 How to Apply Email resume, letter of introduction, references, PEL to
Principal Joel Witt: jwitt@lsadecatur.net. For more information, call
217.233.2001.
Janitorial Part-Time position It would be approximately 20-25hours/week.
Please call Ed Keane at 217-233-2001, Ext. 1262 or email him at
ekeane@lsadecatur.net for more details.
LSA ReSale Shop News
The 10¢ sale for summer merchandise is coming on Thursday, September 22nd from
9:00 AM – Noon. The week before, September 15th, all the “stuff” will be 50% off.
The Shop will be closed Friday & Saturday, September 23rd and 24th for restocking.
We will re-open on Monday, September 26th with all new fall and winter
merchandise. Volunteers are always needed for the 10¢ sale and for restocking.
Please consider volunteering. Don’t forget the Shop when you are cleaning out
drawers and closets. We accept clean clothing along with useable kitchen, and
household items and small appliances in working condition. We also accept clean
toys with all parts (small pieces can be put together in a small Ziploc bag).

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Sunday, September 4
8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service
Monday, September 5 – Labor Day
Church Office Closed
Tuesday, September 6
1:00 p.m. .................................................................................................... Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. ....................................................................................... Assimilation Meeting
Wednesday, September 7
6:30 p.m. ...................................................................... LSA Support Team (Conf. Rm.)
Thursday, September 8
4:30 p.m. ................................................................................ Fellowship Hall Reserved
5:30 p.m. ................................................................................................................ TOPS
7:00 p.m. .............................................................................................. Worship Practice
Friday, September 9
9:00 a.m. ......................................................................................... Kitchen Unavailable
Saturday, September 10
No church activities scheduled.
Sunday, September 11
8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service
6-8pm .............................................................................................. Youth Fall Kick-Off

