St. John’s Lutheran Church
September 25, 2022

Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshipping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! If you are visiting with us
today, please take one of the visitor gift bags from the visitors’ center.
At St. John’s we are pleased to offer a variety of service formats on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m.
contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service but in an
informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try both
worship styles! Thank you for worshipping with us; we would love to have you join
us again!
(If you need any assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)

Contact Us
2727 North Union Boulevard, Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-3656; website: www.stjohnsdecatur.com
Church office hours: 8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Monday - Friday
Members of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod & Lutheran School Association.

St. John’s Staff
Rev. Adam Ray, Lead Pastor……………………...pastoradam@stjohnsdecatur.com
Rev. Aaron Bird, Assoc. Pastor…………………...pastoraaron@stjohnsdecatur.com
Malinda Standerfer, Dir. of Christian Ed………….dcemalinda@stjohnsdecatur.com
Ted Hesse, Worship Team Leader & Choir Director……..tedh@stjohnsdecatur.com
Georgia Newman, Office Manager..............................georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com
Carol Reynolds, Financial Secretary…………………….carolr@stjohnsdecatur.com
Jeff Miller, Custodian
LSA Faculty & Staff – Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church
Ciara Collins
Angela Martinek
Jeff Salefski
Brenda Salogga
Melissa Saurmann Stephanie Wilkerson

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022
8:30 A.M.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC AND A TIME FOR PRAYER
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort
and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! Thank you for
worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us again!
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME/GREETING
OPENING HYMN
God of Grace and God of Glory
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INVOCATION
OPENING SENTENCES
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
L: Let us humble ourselves then before God, confess our sins to Him, and
implore His forgiveness. We confess together…
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and remorseful sinner,
confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your present and eternal punishment. By
nature, I am a sinful creature. By thought, word, and deed I have
continually disobeyed Your law. For the sake of the sufferings and death
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me. Forgive me all
my sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend
my sinful life. Amen.
L:

C:

God is gracious to you – may He strengthen your faith. As you believe, so let
it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SALUTATION
PRAYER OF THE DAY
LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD
Old Testament
Amos 6:1-7
1
“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel secure on the
mountain of Samaria, the notable men of the first of the nations, to whom the house
of Israel comes! 2 Pass over to Calneh, and see, and from there go to Hamath the
great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines. Are you better than these kingdoms?
Or is their territory greater than your territory, 3 O you who put far away the day of
disaster and bring near the seat of violence? 4 “Woe to those who lie on beds of
ivory and stretch themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock and
calves from the midst of the stall, 5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and
like David invent for themselves instruments of music, 6 who drink wine in bowls
and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of
Joseph! 7 Therefore they shall now be the first of those who go into exile, and the
revelry of those who stretch themselves out shall pass away.” (ESV)
L:
C:

This is the Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle
1 Timothy 3:1-13
1
The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a
noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one
wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must
manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children
submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how
will he care for God's church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become
puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a
snare of the devil. 8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not
addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery
of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 And let them also be tested first; then let them
serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must
be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons
each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households
well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves
and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus (ESV)

L:
C:

This is the Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE
HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 16:19-31
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)
19

“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table.
Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was
carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was
buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far
off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I
am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in
your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but
now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides all this, between
us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from
here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 27 And he said,
‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— 28 for I have five
brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of
torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear
them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the
Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”
L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN
‘Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake” (Vv. 1,2,4,5)

Pastor Aaron Bird
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SERMON

"The Greatest Chasm”
Luke 16:19-31
Pastor Adam Ray

APOSTLES’ CREED
OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy…”
People respond with: “Hear our prayer.”
LORD'S PRAYER
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING SONG
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022
11:00 A.M.
OPENING PRAISE SONGS
House of the Lord
Strong God
WELCOME/GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
SHARING THE PEACE
OFFERING
God You’re So Good
SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 16:19-31
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Pastor Aaron Bird
SERMON
"The Greatest Chasm”
Luke 16:19-31
Pastor Adam Ray
APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS
LORD’S PRAYER
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG
Only King Forever
BLESSING

Sunday Servants
Preacher ........................................................................................... Pastor Adam Ray
Worship Leader ................................................................................Pastor Aaron Bird
Reader ............................................................................................................. AJ Clapp
Lay Minister ............................................................................. 8:30 – Steve Craycroft
11:00 – Paul Stanizone
Organist.................................................................................................... Sharon Cripe
Ushers .......................................................................................8:30 – David Vanskike
11:00 – Debbie Strong
Computer ................................................................................. 8:30 – Debra Craycroft
11:00 – Julia Cushing
Live Stream......................................................................... 11:00 – Lindsay Tipsword
Camera .......................................................................................... 11:00 – Doug Hicks
Sound ........................................................................................................Steve Wright

Thank You for Your Service!
Praise Team
Vocals ....................................................... Ted Hesse, Amanda Ray, Wendy Salefski
Acoustic Guitar ............................................................................... Malinda Standerfer
Piano .................................................................................................... Angela Cushing
Our Mission
We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. As a family of
Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness of Christ as we reach out,
preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each other,
our community and the world.
In Need of Prayer: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the prayer
chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer chain with an update
of your prayer request.
In the Military: Kaleb Blakeman, Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly
Chaney, Kristel Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Austin Highcock, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah
Lung, Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Salefski, Tyler Salefski,
Gavin Stanzione, Jacob Thornell

Congregation News
Welcome to the St. John’s! Jessie Denning is the new Audio/Visual Coordinator
and is very excited to be working with all the volunteers here at St. John's and
getting to know the community! She has prior experience with technology and arts
communication through working with churches, theatre, and even a mission
organization. She returns to living in IL after 3 years in Branson, MO, working at
Sight & Sound Theatre. Loving where her faith intersects with her creative pursuits,
Jessie can't wait to grow with everyone here!
Voter’s Meeting is this Sunday during the Education Hour in the Fellowship Hall.
Chicken Noodle Dinner will be next Sunday, October 2, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.
Adults - $10.00 and children 3-12 - $4.00. Menu: Chicken & noodles, mashed
potatoes, green beans, salad, rolls, dessert and drink. Sponsored by the Ladies
Friendship Circle.
LWML Sunday is next Sunday. We look forward to seeing many of the LWML
Ladies volunteering during our worship time. There will be a door offering to
support the work of LWML.
LWML Mite Boxes will be collected the first Sunday of every month. For more
information about how mites are used, go to the LWML website at LWML.org.
Anne Jesgarz Commissioning will be next Sunday, October 2. Anne is the new
LSA 5th & 6th Grade Social Studies and Religion Teacher. Anne will also be a new
member of the St. John’s family.
10:00am Wednesday Adult Bible Study has resumed on Wednesday’s. The study
will be on “How God Uses Angels to Fulfill His Will”.
Choir Rehearsal has started on Thursday evenings at 6:00 p.m.
Free Pianos: St. John's has two upright pianos that are free to a good home! Both
are Yamahas. Please contact the church office if you are interested!
Planning Ahead: Women's Connect Night is scheduled for October 19, 2022.
More details to follow, but save the date! For those who really like to plan ahead,
Wednesday, February 8, 2023 is the next Service Connect Night.

LWML News: Salad Supper - Concordia Lutheran Church, 3303 Maryland
Street, Decatur, is hosting a salad supper, Tuesday, October 4th. Theme is "Jesus is
the Thread of Life" with speaker Ms. Joni World, the maker, author and the
storyteller of the "Immanuel Quilt" from Pittsboro, Indiana. Please bring a
salad (meat, vegetable, Jello or pasta), dessert, or bread to share. Drinks provided.
Doors open 5:30. Monetary collection will be taken for Immanuel Quilt Ministry.
Invite your friends! For more information contact Sandy Haseley at 217-620-3442.
Fall Festival Candy Donations: We are looking for donations of individually
wrapped candy for our Fall Festival on Sunday, October 30. Candy may be
dropped off at the church office. Please talk to Malinda for any questions.
Stewardship Seeds: Matthew 6:25 – “Therefore I say to you, do not worry
about your life.” God is in charge. God is our loving Father. Put those two
statements together, and they spell the end of worry and anxiety. Yes, we will have
crosses to bear. Yes, we will have difficulties. But, through it all, our loving
heavenly Father is in charge, and He will carry us through. It is that simple faith, the
faith of a child, that frees us from worry. And in the absence of worry, faith can step
forward in bold action and into the kind of generosity that can only operate in an
atmosphere of trust.

Last Week’s Giving
Weekly Needed.............................................................................................. $12,403.85
General Fund ................................................................................................. $10,484.00
Online Offering................................................................................................... $978.00
Total ............................................................................................................... $11,462.00
Last Week’s Attendance
8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 133
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 66
Total ........................................................................................................................... 199
Job postings from NECF: The following jobs are available at NECF. Go to
Indeed.com for more information and to apply. Questions, contact NECF at 217429-5846. Home/Tool Inspector Family Investment Director

LSA News
LSA Job Positions Available: Elementary Music Teacher


How to Apply Email resume, letter of introduction, references, PEL to
Principal Joel Witt: jwitt@lsadecatur.net. For more information, call
217.233.2001.

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Sunday, September 25
8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service
9:45 a.m. ....................................................................................... Voter’s Meeting (FH)
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service
12:30 p.m. .................................................. 2nd Annual St. John’s Fun-Raiser Scramble
Monday, September 26
6:30 p.m. .............................................................. Evangelism Bible Study (Conf. Rm.)
6:30 p.m. ............................................................................................... Boy Scouts (FH)
Tuesday, September 27
1:00 p.m. .................................................................................................... Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. ...............................................................................Christian Ed Meeting (FH)
Wednesday, September 28
10:00 a.m. .................................................................................. Adult Bible Study (FH)
Thursday, September 29
6:00 p.m. ................................................................................................ Choir Rehearsal
5:30 p.m. ................................................................................................................ TOPS
7:00 p.m. .............................................................................................. Worship Practice
Friday, September 30
Kitchen & FH reserved for Ladies Friendship Circle/Chicken Noodle Dinner
Saturday, October 1
Kitchen & FH reserved for Ladies Friendship Circle/Chicken Noodle Dinner
Sunday, October 2
8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service
11:30 p.m. ......................................................................... Chicken Noodle Dinner (FH)
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