Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshipping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! If you are visiting with us
today, please take one of the visitor gift bags from the visitors’ center.
At St. John’s we are pleased to offer a variety of service formats on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m.
contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service but in an
informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try both
worship styles! Thank you for worshipping with us; we would love to have you join
us again!
(If you need any assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)
The Lord’s Supper
Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord’s Supper, we do not want to
compromise any portion of God’s Word among us. Because Scripture states that the Lord’s
Supper can be taken to one’s spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all visitors to
refer to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord’s Supper before communing:
I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. I am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith in
Jesus. I am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in
Him. I believe when I receive the bread, I am receiving the true body of Christ, and when I
receive the wine, I am receiving the true blood of Jesus. I believe that when I receive His
true body and blood my sins are forgiven, I am given power over sin, death and the devil,
and the gift of eternal life. My faith is completely in the words of Jesus.
The Lord’s Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one
hand, and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand (Matt.
26:28; 1 Cor. 10:16–17). Those who receive the body and the blood of the Lord do so in
terms of their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants. Therefore,
all baptized believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran teaching of the
Lord’s Supper are welcome to attend. As always, we encourage you to speak with Pastor
Ray with any questions or concerns. Thank you.
Disabled – The pastor and lay minister will gladly commune anyone unable to come to the
communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know before the service begins.

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
8:30 A.M.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC AND A TIME FOR PRAYER
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort
and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! Thank you for
worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us again!
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME/GREETING
OPENING HYMN
Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good

LSB 819

INVOCATION
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
L: Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask His
gracious forgiveness for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: We now confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven
and before one another, that we are sinful human beings by nature and
by deed. We have not always put God first. We have used His holy name
in ways that do not honor Him. We have not always been devoted to the
Lord and have not fully cherished the sacred writings of our faith. We
have failed in ways of keeping our thoughts, words, and deeds pure and
honorable. At times we have taken what is not ours and have spoken that
which is not helpful or true. We have broken the law of God by coveting
that which is not rightfully ours and have not put the best construction on
all things and spoken the best of all people. We pray our God to have
mercy on us, to forgive us all our sins, and to bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
L: The almighty and merciful Lord grants us pardon, forgiveness, and remission
of all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority,
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

KYRIE (responses sung)
THIS IS THE FEAST (sung)
SALUTATION
PRAYER OF THE DAY
LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD
Old Testament
Amos 8:4-7
4
Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end,
5
saying, “When will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the
Sabbath, that we may offer wheat for sale, that we may make the ephah small and
the shekel great and deal deceitfully with false balances, 6 that we may buy the poor
for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and sell the chaff of the wheat?” 7 The
Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
L:
C:

This is the Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle
1 Timothy 6:6-19
6
7
But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the
world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and
clothing, with these we will be content. 9But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people
into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is
through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many pangs. 11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things.
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the
good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and
about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I
charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus,
who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and
only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality,
who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him
be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17 As for the rich in this present age, charge
them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on
God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 They are to do good, to be

rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up treasure for
themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that
which is truly life.
L:
C:

This is the Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE
HOLY GOSPEL
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)
1

Luke 16:1-15

He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2 And he
called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account
of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3 And the manager said to
himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from
me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what
to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into
their houses.’ 5 So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first,
‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He
said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He
said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 The master commended the
dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd
in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell you, make
friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they
may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 10 “One who is faithful in a very little is
also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in
much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will
entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is
another's, who will give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 14 The Pharisees,
who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 15 And he
said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows
your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.
L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

SERMON

"Merciful Master”
Luke 16:1-15
Pastor Aaron Bird

NICENE CREED
OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy…”
People respond with: “Hear our prayer.”
PREFACE (responses sung)
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS (Divine Service, Setting One) (sung)
WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
AGNUS DEI (sung)
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Jesus, Priceless Treasure
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness

LSB 621
LSB 743
LSB 636

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING SONG
Almighty Father, Bless the Word

LSB 923

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
11:00 A.M.
OPENING PRAISE SONGS
There’s Nothing That Our God Can’t Do
For All You’ve Done
WELCOME/GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
SHARING THE PEACE
OFFERING
Hymn of Heaven
SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 16:1-15
SERMON
"Merciful Master”
Luke 16:1-15
Pastor Aaron Bird
APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS
LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION SONG
Lord, I Need You
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG
Thank You Jesus for the Blood
BLESSING

Sunday Servants
Preacher ........................................................................................... Pastor Aaron Bird
Worship Leader ................................................................................ Pastor Adam Ray
Reader ...................................................................................................... Karl Albrecht
Lay Minister ................................................................................ 8:30 – Troy Harrison
11:00 – Paul Stanizone
Organist........................................................................................................ Ted Hesse
Ushers .......................................................... 8:30 – Gary Schwartzle/Rick Laskowski
11:00 – Pam Saurmann
Computer .................................................................................... 8:30 – Norma Hubert
11:00 – Katie Salogga
Live Stream.......................................................................... 11:00 – Brandon Patzwitz
Camera ........................................................................................... 11:00 – Eric Brown
Sound ....................................................................................................... John Salogga

Thank You for Your Service!
Praise Team
Vocals .................................................. Ted Hesse, Lindsay Tipsword, Janice Wright
Acoustic Guitar .................................................................................... Wendy Salefski
Piano .................................................................................................... Angela Cushing

Our Mission
We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. As a family of
Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness of Christ as we reach out,
preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each other,
our community and the world.
In Need of Prayer: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the prayer
chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer chain with an update
of your prayer request.
In the Military: Kaleb Blakeman, Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly
Chaney, Kristel Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Austin Highcock, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah
Lung, Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Salefski, Tyler Salefski,
Gavin Stanzione, Jacob Thornell

Congregation News
Today is Name Tag Sunday. We will have name tags for everyone to wear today
so we can continue to learn names and create a culture here where people are
known.
New Member Class: Are you interested in becoming a member of St. John’s?!
Join us for our New Member Classes! Classes begin today. We will meet in the
Lounge (room across from the Sanctuary) from 9:45-10:45 for 8 Sunday’s. It is not
too late to sign up by calling the church office or by e-mailing Georgia at
georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com.
Student Ministry Fall Kickoff is tonight at 5-7pm at the church. Cookout,
inflatables, Kona Ice, games, friends, fellowship. Come check out the awesome
things that are happening this year!
Voter’s Meeting is Sunday, September 25, 2022 at 9:45 AM in the Fellowship Hall
(Between Services).
10:00am Wednesday Adult Bible Study has resumed on Wednesday’s. The study
will be on “How God Uses Angels to Fulfill His Will”.
Choir Rehearsal has started on Thursday evenings at 6:00 p.m.
Ladies Friendship Circle: Our first meeting will be Tuesday, September 20th at
1:00 p.m. Our speaker will be Alli Walden from Baby Talk. Please join us to hear
about their purpose, what they do, and who they serve. Hope to see you there.
2nd Annual St. John’s Fun-Raiser Golf Scramble: Sunday, September 25th,
check-in at 12:30 p.m. at the Moweaqua Golf Course. Registration forms and
payments need to be turned in to the church office now! Sign-up forms are on the
back table of the sanctuary and church office.
Free Pianos: St. John's has two upright pianos that are free to a good home! Both
are Yamahas. Please contact the church office if you are interested!
Chicken Noodle Dinner will be Sunday, October 2, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.
Adults - $10.00 and children 3-12 - $4.00. Menu: Chicken & noodles, mashed
potatoes, green beans, salad, rolls, dessert and drink. Sponsored by the Ladies
Friendship Circle.
Planning Ahead: Women's Connect Night is scheduled for October 19, 2022.
More details to follow, but save the date! For those who really like to plan ahead,
Wednesday, February 8, 2023 is the next Service Connect Night.

Stewardship Seeds: Luke 17:19 – “And He said to him, ‘Arise, go your way.
Your faith has made you well.’ ” Only one of the 10 lepers who had been cleansed
returns to give thanks to Jesus. Why is that? Surely the rest were indeed thankful to
be freed from such a terrible disease. But only the Samaritan leper had faith, nd his
faith turned into action – as all true faith does. Our generosity to God’s work in the
Church is likewise our faith in action.
LWML News: Decatur Zone is holding their Fall Rally on Thurs., Sept. 22. At
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church. Sign-ups begin at 9:00 a.m. and rally starting at 9:30
a.m. Refreshments at 9:00am. There is a registration fee of $5.00. The guest
speaker is Rev. Martin Eden.
Salad Supper - Concordia Lutheran Church, 3303 Maryland Street, Decatur, is
hosting a salad supper, Tuesday, October 4th. Theme is "Jesus is the Thread of
Life" with speaker Ms. Joni World, the maker, author and the storyteller of the
"Immanuel Quilt" from Pittsboro, Indiana. Please bring a salad (meat, vegetable,
Jello or pasta), dessert, or bread to share. Drinks provided. Doors open 5:30.
Monetary collection will be taken for Immanuel Quilt Ministry. Invite your friends!
For more information contact Sandy Haseley at 217-620-3442.
Feed My Starving Children will be at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Sat, Sept.
24th thru Mon, Sept. 26th. Packing Sessions are two hours in length. If you are
willing to help, or if you have questions, please contact Andrea Gerhard at
andrea@spldecatur.org or 217-423-6955. Information cards are on the back table.
Job postings from NECF: The following jobs are available at NECF. Go to
Indeed.com for more information and to apply. Questions, contact NECF at 217429-5846. Home/Tool Inspector Family Investment Director

Last Week’s Giving
Weekly Needed.............................................................................................. $12,403.85
General Fund ................................................................................................... $9,477.00
Online Offering.............................................................................................................. $
Total ................................................................................................................. $9,477.00
Last Week’s Attendance
8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 104
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 70
Total ........................................................................................................................... 174

LSA News
LSA Job Positions Available:
Elementary Classroom Teacher(s)- Classroom instruction of core subject areas.
Specialized areas (PE, Art, Music) are departmentalized.
Science Instruction for Middle School and High School
These are all:
 Full time, permanent positions. Salary scale by the BOE.
 Full benefits, health, vision, dental fully paid. 10 sick days, 2 personal. Fully
paid retirement.
 Tuition discount for dependents.
 Small classes – In-person instruction, great team of teachers, close staff.
 How to Apply Email resume, letter of introduction, references, PEL to
Principal Joel Witt: jwitt@lsadecatur.net. For more information, call
217.233.2001.
Janitorial Part-Time position It would be approximately 20-25hours/week.
Please call Ed Keane at 217-233-2001, Ext. 1262 or email him at
ekeane@lsadecatur.net for more details.

LSA ReSale Shop News
The 10¢ sale for summer merchandise is coming on Thursday, September 22nd from
9:00 AM – Noon. The week before, September 15th, all the “stuff” will be 50% off.
The Shop will be closed Friday & Saturday, September 23rd and 24th for restocking.
We will re-open on Monday, September 26th with all new fall and winter
merchandise.
Volunteers are always needed for the 10¢ sale and for restocking. Please consider
volunteering. Many hands make light work.
Don’t forget the Shop when you are cleaning out drawers and closets. We accept
clean clothing along with useable kitchen, and household items and small
appliances in working condition. We also accept clean toys with all parts (small
pieces can be put together in a small Ziploc bag).

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Sunday, September 18
8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service
9:45 a.m. .................................................................................................Education Hour
9:45 a.m. .........................................................................New Members Class (Lounge)
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service
5-7pm .............................................................................................. Youth Fall Kick-Off
Monday, September 19
3:30 p.m. ................................................................................ Fellowship Hall Reserved
Tuesday, September 20
1:00 p.m. .................................................................................................... Staff Meeting
1:00 p.m. ..................................................................................... Friendship Circle (FH)
Wednesday, September 21
10:00 a.m. .................................................................................. Adult Bible Study (FH)
7:00 p.m. ......................................................... Confirmation Information Meeting (FH)
Thursday, September 22
6:00 p.m. ................................................................................................ Choir Rehearsal
5:30 p.m. ................................................................................................................ TOPS
7:00 p.m. .............................................................................................. Worship Practice
Friday, September 23
No church activities scheduled.
Saturday, September 24
No church activities scheduled.
Sunday, September 25
8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service
9:45 a.m. ....................................................................................... Voter’s Meeting (FH)
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service
12:30 p.m. .................................................. 2nd Annual St. John’s Fun-Raiser Scramble

