Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshipping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! If you are visiting with us
today, please take one of the visitor gift bags from the visitors’ center.
At St. John’s we are pleased to offer a variety of service formats on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m.
contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service but in an
informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try both
worship styles! Thank you for worshipping with us; we would love to have you join
us again!
(If you need any assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)

Contact Us
2727 North Union Boulevard, Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-3656; website: www.stjohnsdecatur.com
Church office hours: 8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Monday - Friday
Members of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod & Lutheran School Association.

St. John’s Staff
Rev. Adam Ray, Lead Pastor ................................. pastoradam@stjohnsdecatur.com
Rev. Aaron Bird, Assoc. Pastor.............................. pastoraaron@stjohnsdecatur.com
Malinda Standerfer, Dir. of Christian Ed. .............. dcemalinda@stjohnsdecatur.com
Ted Hesse, Worship Team Leader & Choir Director ........ tedh@stjohnsdecatur.com
Georgia Newman, Office Manager.............................. georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com
Carol Reynolds, Financial Secretary ............................... carolr@stjohnsdecatur.com
Jeff Miller, Custodian
LSA Faculty & Staff – Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church
Ciara Collins
Angela Martinek
Jeff Salefski
Brenda Salogga
Melissa Saurmann Stephanie Wilkerson

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 11, 2022
8:30 A.M.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC AND A TIME FOR PRAYER
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort
and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! Thank you for
worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us again!
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME/GREETING
OPENING HYMN
By Grace I’m Saved

LSB 566

INVOCATION
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.
L:
C:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

L:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father

C:

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SALUTATION
PRAYER OF THE DAY
LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD
Old Testament
Ezekiel 34:11-24
11
“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and
will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep
that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from
all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the
country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel
shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on
rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the
Lord God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up
the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will
destroy. I will feed them in justice. 17 “As for you, my flock, thus says the
Lord God: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and male
goats. 18 Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread
down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you
must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 19 And must my sheep eat what
you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet?
20
“Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you push with side and
shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them
abroad, 22 I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge
between sheep and sheep. 23 And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I,
the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am
the Lord; I have spoken. (ESV)
L:
C:

This is the Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

New Testament
1 Timothy 1:12-17
12
I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged
me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13 though formerly I was a
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had
acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving
of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost,
Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to
believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (ESV)
L:
C:

This is the Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE
HOLY GOSPEL
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)

Luke 15:1-10

1

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats
with them.” 3 So he told them this parable: 4 “What man of you, having a hundred
sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country,
and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays
it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his
friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my
sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance. 8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does
not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And
when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice
with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy
before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” (ESV)
L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

DCE Malinda Standerfer

SERMON HYMN
The King of Love My Shepherd Is
SERMON

LSB 709
"Inconvenient Grace”
Luke 15:1-10
Pastor Aaron Bird

APOSTLES’ CREED
OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in your mercy…”
People respond with: “Hear our prayer.”
LORD'S PRAYER
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING SONG
I am Jesus’ Little Lamb

LSB 740

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 11, 2022
11:00 A.M.
OPENING PRAISE SONGS
Battle Belongs
Great Things
WELCOME/GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
SHARING THE PEACE
OFFERING
Amazing Grace
SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 15:1-10
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
DCE Malinda Standerfer
SERMON
"Inconvenient Grace”
Luke 15:1-10
Pastor Aaron Bird
APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS
LORD’S PRAYER
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG
The is Amazing Grace
BLESSING

Sunday Servants
Preacher ........................................................................................... Pastor Aaron Bird
Worship Leader ................................................................................ Pastor Adam Ray
Reader ...................................................................................................... Karl Albrecht
Lay Minister ................................................................................ 8:30 – Troy Harrison
11:00 – Paul Stanizone
Organist........................................................................................................ Ted Hesse
Ushers .......................................................... 8:30 – Gary Schwartzle/Rick Laskowski
11:00 – Pam Saurmann
Computer .................................................................................... 8:30 – Norma Hubert
11:00 – Katie Salogga
Live Stream.......................................................................... 11:00 – Brandon Patzwitz
Camera ........................................................................................... 11:00 – Eric Brown
Sound ....................................................................................................... John Salogga

Thank You for Your Service!
Praise Team
Vocals ........................................................ Kristin Hesse, Ted Hesse, Kelli Langston
Acoustic Guitar ............................................................................... Malinda Standerfer
Piano ............................................................................................................. Ted Hesse
Our Mission
We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. As a family of
Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness of Christ as we reach out,
preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each other,
our community and the world.
In Need of Prayer: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the prayer
chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer chain with an update
of your prayer request.
In the Military: Kaleb Blakeman, Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly
Chaney, Kristel Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Austin Highcock, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah
Lung, Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Salefski, Tyler Salefski,
Gavin Stanzione, Jacob Thornell

Congregation News
Student Ministry Fall Kickoff is tonight at 6-8pm at the church. Cookout,
inflatables, Kona Ice, games, friends, fellowship. Come check out the awesome
things that are happening this year!
10:00am Wednesday Adult Bible Study has resumed on Wednesday’s. The study
will be on “How God Uses Angels to Fulfill His Will”.
Choir Rehearsal will begin on Thursday, September 15 at 6:00 p.m.
New Member Class: Are you interested in becoming a member of St. John’s?!
Join us for our New Member Classes! Classes begin on Sunday, September 18th.
We will meet in the Lounge (room across from the Sanctuary) from 9:45-10:45 for
8 Sunday’s. Please sign up by calling the church office or by e-mailing Georgia at
georgian@stjohnsdecatur.com.
St. John’s T-Shirts: If you would like a St. John’s t-shirt, order forms are
available on the back table and in the church office. Cost is $10.00 and make
checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church.
Fall Mums Fundraiser: Youth will be selling Connie’s Greenhouse Mums. They
are 9 inch for $11.00 each. Order forms are on the back table and in the church
office. Deadline is Sunday, September 11th. If any questions, please contact
Malinda or Beth Tatum.
Free Pianos: St. John's has two upright pianos that are free to a good home! Both
are Yamahas. Please contact the church office if you are interested!
Ladies Friendship Circle: Our first meeting will be Tuesday, September 20th at
1:00 p.m. Our speaker will be Alli Walden from Baby Talk. Please join us to hear
about their purpose, what they do, and who they serve. Hope to see you there.
Voter’s Meeting is Sunday, September 25, 2022 at 9:45 AM in the Fellowship Hall
(Between Services).
2nd Annual St. John’s Fun-Raiser Golf Scramble: Sunday, September 25th,
check-in at 12:30 p.m. at the Moweaqua Golf Course. We need at least nine teams.
Registration forms and payments need to be turned in to the church office now!
Sign-up forms are on the back table of the sanctuary and church office. We also
need up to 8 volunteers to help with registration, drive beverage cart, and help with
buffet style meal. Contact the church office or Matt Cushing at
mcushing@gmail.com if you are willing to volunteer or for registration details.

St. John's Fun-Raiser Golf Scramble organizers are looking for donations to go
towards the cost associated with the outing. We are looking for donations to total
$150 to help offset the costs of prizes and refreshments. This allows for more
money to be put toward St. John's expenses and programs. Donations can be
delivered to St. John's office prior to September 18. Checks made out to St. John's
Lutheran Church. PLEASE...On memo section please write in "Golf Fun-Raiser"
Thank you in advance for your help. Questions? (mwcushing@gmail.com)
Chicken Noodle Dinner will be Sunday, October 2, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.
Adults - $10.00 and children 3-12 - $4.00. Menu: Chicken & noodles, mashed
potatoes, green beans, salad, rolls, dessert and drink. Sponsored by the Ladies
Friendship Circle.
Planning Ahead: Women's Connect Night is scheduled for October 19, 2022.
More details to follow, but save the date! For those who really like to plan ahead,
Wednesday, February 8, 2023 is the next Service Connect Night.
LWML News: Decatur Zone will be holding their Fall Rally on Thursday,
September 22, 2022. It will be held at Mt Zion Lutheran Church with signup
beginning at 9:00 a.m. and rally starting at 9:30 a.m. There will be treats served
from 9 until 9:30. There is a registration fee of $5.00. The theme for the rally is
"Light Up the World with Christ" and guest speaker is Rev. Martin Eden.
NECF is having their “Farm to Fund” on Saturday, September 17th. They are in
need of pies. If you are willing to bake a pie, contact Jerry Pelz at 217-433-2961.
If you cannot make a pie, monetary donations will be accepted to purchase the pies.
Job postings from NECF: The following jobs are available at NECF. Go to the
Indeed.com addresses below for more information and to apply. Questions, contact
NECF at 217-429-5846.
Home/Tool Inspector: https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Northeast-CommunityFund/jobs?jk=46947601b161ab0b&start=0
Family Investment Director: https://www.indeed.com/cmp/NortheastCommunity-Fund/jobs?jk=612fe5e9451eaf17&start=0

Last Week’s Giving
Weekly Needed.............................................................................................. $12,403.85
General Fund ................................................................................................. $10,709.50
Online Offering................................................................................................... $734.81
Total ............................................................................................................... $11,444.31
Last Week’s Attendance
8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 128
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 73
Total ........................................................................................................................... 201
Wednesday Adult Bible Study .................................................................................... 21
LSA News
LSA Job Positions Available:
Elementary Classroom Teacher(s)- Classroom instruction of core subject areas.
Specialized areas (PE, Art, Music) are departmentalized.
Science Instruction for Middle School and High School


How to Apply Email resume, letter of introduction, references, PEL to
Principal Joel Witt: jwitt@lsadecatur.net. For more information, call
217.233.2001.

Janitorial Part-Time position It would be approximately 20-25hours/week.
Please call Ed Keane at 217-233-2001, Ext. 1262 or email him at
ekeane@lsadecatur.net for more details.
LSA ReSale Shop News
The 10¢ sale for summer merchandise is coming on Thursday, September 22nd from
9:00 AM – Noon. The week before, September 15th, all the “stuff” will be 50% off.
The Shop will be closed Friday & Saturday, September 23rd and 24th for restocking.
We will re-open on Monday, September 26th with all new fall and winter
merchandise.
Volunteers are always needed for the 10¢ sale and for restocking. Please consider
volunteering. Many hands make light work.
Don’t forget the Shop when you are cleaning out drawers and closets. We accept
clean clothing along with useable kitchen, and household items and small
appliances in working condition. We also accept clean toys with all parts (small
pieces can be put together in a small Ziploc bag).

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Sunday, September 11
8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service
6-8pm .............................................................................................. Youth Fall Kick-Off
Monday, September 12
6:30 p.m. ........................................................................................... Properties Meeting
6:30 p.m. ............................................................................................... Boy Scouts (FH)
Tuesday, September 13
1:00 p.m. .................................................................................................... Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. .......................................................................................Lay Ministry Meeting
Wednesday, September 14
10:00 a.m. .................................................................................. Adult Bible Study (FH)
3:00 p.m. ................................................................................... Social Ministry Meeting
Thursday, September 15
6:00 p.m. ................................................................................................ Choir Rehearsal
5:30 p.m. ................................................................................................................ TOPS
6:30 p.m. ...................................................................... Safety & Security Meeting (FH)
7:00 p.m. .............................................................................................. Worship Practice
Friday, September 16
No church activities scheduled.
Saturday, September 17
No church activities scheduled.
Sunday, September 18
8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service
9:45 a.m. .........................................................................New Members Class (Lounge)
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service

