St. John’s Lutheran Church
October 2, 2022

Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshipping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort and
peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! If you are visiting with us
today, please take one of the visitor gift bags from the visitors’ center.
At St. John’s we are pleased to offer a variety of service formats on Sunday
morning. In our 8:30 a.m. traditional service we offer familiar hymns and rich,
traditional worship forms in a meaningful and inspirational setting. Our 11:00 a.m.
contemporary service includes the same message as our 8:30 a.m. service but in an
informal style, enhanced with contemporary music. We encourage you to try both
worship styles! Thank you for worshipping with us; we would love to have you join
us again!
(If you need any assistance or need a hearing aid device, please see one of the
ushers.)
The Lord’s Supper
Though we are eager for all to participate fully in the Lord’s Supper, we do not want to
compromise any portion of God’s Word among us. Because Scripture states that the Lord’s
Supper can be taken to one’s spiritual harm if not properly understood, we ask all visitors to
refer to the following statement of belief regarding the Lord’s Supper before communing:
I am truly sorry for the sin in my life. I am struggling to die to my sin and to live in faith in
Jesus. I am looking to Jesus to empower me to stop my sinning and to live a new life in
Him. I believe when I receive the bread, I am receiving the true body of Christ, and when I
receive the wine, I am receiving the true blood of Jesus. I believe that when I receive His
true body and blood my sins are forgiven, I am given power over sin, death and the devil,
and the gift of eternal life. My faith is completely in the words of Jesus.
The Lord’s Supper offers the two-fold gift of forgiveness and peace with God on the one
hand, and unity and oneness among those who commune together on the other hand (Matt.
26:28; 1 Cor. 10:16–17). Those who receive the body and the blood of the Lord do so in
terms of their relationship with God as well as with their fellow-communicants. Therefore,
all baptized believers who understand and agree with the above Lutheran teaching of the
Lord’s Supper are welcome to attend. As always, we encourage you to speak with Pastor
Ray with any questions or concerns. Thank you.
Disabled – The pastor and lay minister will gladly commune anyone unable to come to the
communion rail. Let the pastor or an usher know before the service begins.

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 2, 2022
8:30 A.M.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC AND A TIME FOR PRAYER
Good morning and a blessed welcome to you! It truly is an honor to have you
worshiping with us this morning and it is our prayer that you find great comfort
and peace in Jesus’ Word of love, mercy, and forgiveness! Thank you for
worshiping with us; we would love to have you join us again!
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME/GREETING
OPENING HYMN
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

LSB 655

INVOCATION
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
Pastor:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the

People:

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SALUTATION
PRAYER OF THE DAY
LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK TO US THROUGH HIS WORD
Old Testament
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4
1
2
The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. O Lord, how long shall I cry for help,
and you will not hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do
you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and
violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 4 So the law is paralyzed, and
justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth
perverted. 1 I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower,
and look out to see what he will say to me, and what I will answer concerning my
complaint. 2 And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets,
so he may run who reads it. 3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens
to the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not
delay. 4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous
shall live by his faith. (ESV)
L:
C:

This is the Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

New Testament
2 Timothy 1:1-14
1
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the promise of the
life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I thank God whom I serve, as did
my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you constantly in my prayers
night and day. 4 As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may be filled
with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as
well. 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in
you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of
power and love and self-control. 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony
about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the
power of God, 9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our
works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ
Jesus before the ages began, 10 and which now has been manifested through the

appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life
and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 for which I was appointed a preacher
and apostle and teacher, 12 which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I
know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he is able to guard until that
day what has been entrusted to me. 13 Follow the pattern of the sound words that you
have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 By the Holy
Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you. (ESV)
L:
C:

This is the Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE
HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 17:1-10
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)
1

And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the
one through whom they come! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung
around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these
little ones to sin. 3 Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and
if he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and
turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” 5 The apostles
said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a
grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted
in the sea,’ and it would obey you.7 “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing
or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and
recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress
properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and
drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did what was commanded? 10 So you
also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy
servants; we have only done what was our duty.’” (ESV)
L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

SERMON

"Standing Watch”
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4
Pastor Aaron Bird

NICENE CREED
OFFERING
Tithes and gifts may be placed in the collection plate or given at
www.stjohnsdecatur.com/giving.
INSTALLATION OF ANNE JESGARZ
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The Leader will conclude every prayer with: “Lord, in Your mercy…”
People respond with: “Hear our prayer.”
LORD'S PRAYER
PREFACE (responses sung)
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS (Divine Service, Setting One) (sung)
WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
AGNUS DEI (sung)
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
How Firm a Foundation
Thy Strong Word

LSB 728
LSB 578

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING SONG
Christ Be My Leader

LSB 861

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 2, 2022
11:00 A.M.
OPENING PRAISE SONGS
Sing to The King
The Cross of Christ
WELCOME/GREETING
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
SHARING THE PEACE
OFFERING
O Come To The Altar
SCRIPTURE READING
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4
SERMON
"Standing Watch”
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4
Pastor Aaron Bird
APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS
LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION

I Speak Jesus
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG
Your Love Never Fails
BLESSING

Sunday Servants
Preacher ........................................................................................... Pastor Adam Ray
Worship Leader ................................................................................Pastor Aaron Bird
Reader ................................................................................................ Mary Tomkinson
Communion Helper ................................................................................... Jeff Salefski
Lay Minister ................................................................................ 8:30 – Troy Harrison
11:00 – Matt Cushing
Organist........................................................................................................ Carol Pelz
Ushers .................................................................................................... 8:30 – LWML
11:00 – LWML
Computer .................................................................................... 8:30 – Mike Patzwitz
11:00 – Katie Salogga
Live Stream...................................................................................8:30 – Matt Cushing
Camera ..........................................................................................8:30 – Matt Cushing
Sound ....................................................................................................... John Salogga

Thank You for Your Service!
Praise Team
Vocals .................................................................................. Kristin Hesse, Ted Hesse
Acoustic Guitar ............................................................................... Malinda Standerfer
Piano .................................................................................................... Angela Cushing
Our Mission
We are restored to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. As a family of
Christians, we are dedicated to the love and forgiveness of Christ as we reach out,
preach and teach the truth of God’s Word to each other,
our community and the world.
In Need of Prayer: If you would like to be added to the prayer list or the prayer
chain, please contact the church office. Please call the prayer chain with an update
of your prayer request.
In the Military: Kaleb Blakeman, Laura Byers, Bryon Chaney, Kimberly
Chaney, Kristel Chaney, Travis Chaney, Dan Cheney, Tristin Comer, Randy
Edwards, Caleb Goodson, Austin Highcock, Braden Highcock, Destiny Little, Noah
Lung, Nathan Lung, Andrew Nailer, Jared Pinney, Caitlin Salefski, Tyler Salefski,
Gavin Stanzione, Jacob Thornell

Congregation News
Prayer of Thanksgiving for Scott & Cathi Tavarczky as they celebrate their 40th
Wedding Anniversary.
Special Door Offering: There will be a door offering to support the work of
LWML.
Installation of Anne Jesgarz: Hello! My name is Anne Jesgarz. I am excited to be
called as the new 5 & 6th grade Religion and Social Studies teacher at LSA. I grew
up on a small hobby farm near Shelbyville, IL with my parents and two younger
brothers. I attended Trinity Lutheran in Stewardson, IL, and then went to
Shelbyville High School. I graduated from Concordia Nebraska with my B.S. in
Elementary Education. This past year I completed my Masters degree in
Educational Learning and Technology. After teaching for 3 years at St. Paul’s,
Janesville, WI I am glad to be serving at LSA and living closer to my family! In
my spare time, I enjoy hiking, reading, and playing board games.
Chicken Noodle Dinner is today at 11:00 am – 1:00 pm. Adults - $10.00 and
children 3-12 - $4.00. Menu: Chicken & noodles, mashed potatoes, green beans,
salad, rolls, dessert and drink. Sponsored by the Ladies Friendship Circle.
Free Pianos: St. John's has two upright pianos that are free to a good home! Both
are Yamahas. Please contact the church office if you are interested!
Planning Ahead: Women's Connect Night is scheduled for October 19, 2022.
More details to follow, but save the date! For those who really like to plan ahead,
Wednesday, February 8, 2023 is the next Service Connect Night.
LWML News: Salad Supper - Concordia Lutheran Church, 3303 Maryland
Street, Decatur, is hosting a salad supper, Tuesday, October 4th. Theme is "Jesus is
the Thread of Life" with speaker Ms. Joni World, the maker, author and the
storyteller of the "Immanuel Quilt" from Pittsboro, Indiana. Please bring a
salad (meat, vegetable, Jello or pasta), dessert, or bread to share. Drinks provided.
Doors open 5:30. Monetary collection will be taken for Immanuel Quilt Ministry.
Invite your friends! For more information contact Sandy Haseley at 217-620-3442.
Blood Drive: St John’s is sponsoring a blood drive in the Fellowship Hall from
1pm to 6pm on Tuesday, October 25th. Donors will receive instructions about
claiming a $10 gift card or a blood type mug. Sign-ups will be available before and
after the 8:30 or before the 11am services. Other sign-up options include ImpactLife
online at www.bloodcenter.org or 800-747- 5401. Please bring a photo ID on Oct.

25th. ImpactLife is the sole supplier of blood to DMH and St. Mary’s. The need is
real. Please consider a donation.
Community Fall Festival is Sunday, October 30th, 4-6pm. Rain or Shine! Trunk
or Treat, Inflatables, Games & Prizes, Hay Rides, Food and More. We will be
collecting Non-Perishsable food items to support the NECF.
Fall Festival Candy Donations: We are looking for donations of individually
wrapped candy for our Fall Festival on Sunday, October 30. Candy may be
dropped off at the church office. Please talk to Malinda for any questions.
Stewardship Seeds: Ephesians 3:20-21 – “Now to him who is able to do far
more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.” God delights in exceeding expectations
and in pouring out mercies in abundance. This truth stands in contrast to our fears
about lacking what we need for “this body and life.” We have an abundantly
blessing God who has proven His love for us on the cross. How could we not trust
Him? How could we not respond to His love with generosity toward His mission in
the Church? How could we not have a desire to imitate Him in blessing others?
Last Week’s Giving
Weekly Needed.............................................................................................. $12,403.85
General Fund ................................................................................................... $5,063.00
Online Offering................................................................................................... $807.63
Total ................................................................................................................. $5,870.63
Last Week’s Attendance
8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 131
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................................................... 63
Total ........................................................................................................................... 194
Wednesday Adult Bible Study .................................................................................... 15
LSA News
LSA Job Positions Available: Elementary Music Teacher


How to Apply Email resume, letter of introduction, references, PEL to
Principal Joel Witt: jwitt@lsadecatur.net. For more information, call
217.233.2001.

LWML Celebration Sunday!
Lutheran Women in Mission praise the Lord for
opportunities to share His message and love with people
from all walks of life throughout our community and the
world. Today the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
(LWML) invites you to join us in celebrating the joy of
serving the Lord with gladness in this congregation.
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us,
who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him
graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is
God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than
that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding
for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the daylong; we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For
I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Each of us has faced challenges and circumstances greater than our own strength,
but in Christ, Who is for us and with us, we are already more than conquerors
through Him who loved us. This celebratory LWML Sunday will encourage all
hearers of the Word — Christ’s victory — already ours through baptism. We can
confidently live each day, trusting in Christ.
We invite you to learn more about the mission and ministry of the LWML by
asking an LWML member or going to the LWML website, www.lwm.org. Thank
you for supporting the LWML through your mite offerings and prayers.

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Sunday, October 2 – LWML Sunday
8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service
9:45 a.m. .................................................................................................Education Hour
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ...................................................... Chicken Noodle Dinner (FH)
4-5:30 p.m. .........................................................................................Confirmation (FH)
5:30 – 6:00 p.m. ........................................................................................ Shared Dinner
6-8:00 p.m. .................................................................................... Jr. High Youth Group
Monday, October 3
6:30 p.m. ........................................................................................... Properties Meeting
6:30 p.m. ............................................................................................... Boy Scouts (FH)
Tuesday, October 4
10:00 a.m. ............................................................. Memorial Hospital Grief Class (FH)
1:00 p.m. .................................................................................................... Staff Meeting
5:00 p.m. ................................................................................ Fellowship Hall Reserved
6:30 p.m. .................................................................. Assimilation Meeting (Conf. Rm.)
Wednesday, October 5
10:00 a.m. .................................................................................. Adult Bible Study (FH)
Thursday, October 6
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. ........................................ Memorial Hospital Grief Class (FH)
6:00 p.m. ................................................................................................ Choir Rehearsal
5:30 p.m. ................................................................................................................ TOPS
7:00 p.m. .............................................................................................. Worship Practice
Friday, October 7
No church activities scheduled.
Saturday, October 8
No church activities scheduled.
Sunday, October 9
8:30 a.m. ........................................................................................... Traditional Service
9:45 a.m. .................................................................................................Education Hour
11:00 a.m. .................................................................................... Contemporary Service
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